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OB&EMVATIONS^ Sfe. 



THE historians of our early Poets hare afforded rery 
scanty materials for the biography of Chamberlayne. — 
All we learn from them is, that he was a physician at 
Sbaftesbmy: added to which information, Jacob as- 
sures us^ that he was an old cavalier. Under this cha- 
ractei, indeed, he describes himself, (at the close of the 
second book), preparing to engage under the banners 
of his royal master. The battle to which he alludes, 
was fought with doubtfiil success, before the town of 
Newbury, on the 27th of October, 1644. 

Chamberlayne was by no means favored by the 
gifts of fortune: like many other poets, he was-fated to 
be poor. In his Epistle to the Reader, he con^lains 
of the obstacles which his narrow circumstances op- 
posed to the enjoyment of an intercourse between him- 
self and the literary personages of his age : and in ano- 
ther passage, he more particularly excites the sympa- 
thy of the reader, by bewailing the deficiency of his 
fortune. He died in the 70th year of his age, on the 
1 1th of January, 1689; and was buried at Shaftesbury, 
in Trinity church-yard, where his son Valentine placed 
a stone to hb memory. 

** His Pharonnida, an horoic poem, in five books, 
which Langbaine says has nothing to recommend it, 
is one of the most interesting stories that was ever told 
m verse^ and contained so much amusing mattery as to 
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be made into a prose novel • in the reign of Charles II. 
What Dr. Johnson said unjustly of Milton*s Comus — 
That it was like gold hid under a rock, may, unfortu- 
nately, be applied with too much propriety to Pharon- 

nida. Under all the defects of the poem, 

the reader will feel its unfinished hints affect the heart 
and dilate the imagination. From the fate of Cham- 
berlayne, a young poet may learn one important lesson, 
that he who neglects the subsidiary graces of taste, has 
every chance of being neglected by posterity, and that 
the pride of genius must not tempt him to disdain the 
study of harmony and of style.'* Campbell. 

The first two books of this poem were composed in or 
previous to the year 1644, probably in the camp of his 
unfortunate monarch, and the two latter books after he 
had returned to his professional duties. The agitated 
and clouded atmosphere of civil contention, the conflict 
of political opinions, or the labors of the camp, were 
but ill adapted to the cultivation of those studies, which 
require the calm of hterary leisure and peaceful medi- 
tation, to bring them to their full maturity and beauty. 
These circumstances, added, perhaps, to a certain indo- 
lence of nature, will in some measure account for that 
want of perspicuity, aUke irksome to the Editor and the 
Reader. The Poet, sometimes lost in a galaxy of his 
own imagery, grew dazzled and confounded by the va- 
riety of its splendor; at other times, perplexed in the 

* It was published in 1683, under the title of '* Eromena or the 

Noble Stranger. 
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wordy labyrinth of his sentences, he seems to labor 
with difficulty after his own meaning, through all the 
intricacies of an involved construction. But the author 
is not wholly blamable: we discern the carelessness 
of the printer in every page— the typographical errors 
are innumerable, and the punctuation altogether in- 
correct. 

In preparing the text of our Author, we are destitute of 
those lights which another edition might have bestowed 
upon the obscurities of our present copy. Our emen- 
dations therefore derive no support from the authority 
of any preceding editor; and whatever blunders and 
fahe readings may be detected, must of course be im- 
puted to ourselves alone. We have indulged in the 
privilege of emendation but rarely: wherever the 
writer's sense was perceptible (however obscurely 
dressed) we have left the passage in its original state. 
In the treatment of the punctuation we have shown less 
delicacy. As it was totally corrupt— at variance with 
both sense and grammar — we tliought that a complete 
cautery was the only method of preserving, whole and 
inviolate, the meaning of the author. We have some- 
times restored a misprinted passage to grammar, and 
by the introduction of a harmless word have sometimes 
assisted the halting metre. Such deviations, it is to 
be observed, are accurately marked in the Various 
Readings. Upon the whole, however, after surveying 
the passages which still remain, so involved in their 
construction and so replete with parenthetical sentences, 
that they seem to defy all the efforts of punctuation to 
free them from their intricacy, the Editor, without 
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daring to listen to the^hispenc^self-congratulation, re- 
lies wholly for indulgenceon the candor of the Public 

It may not be unnecessary to mention some few pe- 
culiarities of our author ; viz. the frequent repetition oi 
the nominative case after an intermediate clause; the 
past tense used for the past participle; the omission oi;^ 
the auxiliary verbs: a disregard of concord is by no^ 
means uncommon ; but where this neglect could be rec^ 
tified without injury to the rhyme or metre, the altera- 
tion hat always been intended. A confusion of place 
and person is also frequent; the names of Ariamnes and 
Aminander are applied to the same individual ; the Ca- 
labrian and Epirot are used indi£ferently, to designate 
the noble foster-fether of Ai^ia; Aphron's friends are 
introduced for those of Leovine or Araspes; with other 
instances, which add considerably to the perplexity of 
the &tory. 

Chamberlayne was also author of a tragi-comedy, 
entitled " Love's Victory," which was published in 
1658, and afterwards acted in 1678, with some altera- 
tions, under the title of " Wits led by the Nose; or, a 
Poet*s Revenge.'* 

His Pharonnida was published in 1659. Some co- 
pies are embellished with a valuable portrait of the 
Author^ 



TO 



THE RIGHT WORSHIPFUL 



SIR WILLIAM PORTMAN, BARONET. 



Honored Sir, 

THOUGH, by that splendor with which 
the bountiful hand of fortune, illustrated by the more 
excellent gifts of nature, hath adorned you, to the il- 
luminating the hopes of all your expecting friends, I 
might justly fear these glow-worms of fancy may be 
outshone, to the obscurity of a contemptible neglect; 
you being like, ere long, to prove that glorious lumi- 
nary, to whose ascending brightness the happiest wits 
that grace the British hemisphere, like Persian priests 
prostrated to the rising sun, will devote the morning 
sacrifices of their muses: yet, animated by your late 
candid reception of my more youthful labors, whose 
iiumble flights, having your name to beautify their front. 
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fMused the public view unsullied by the cloudy aspect 
of the most critic spectator, I have once more assumed 
the boldness to let the infirmities of my fancy take sanc- 
tuary under the name of so honored a patron. Though 
my abilities could not clothe her in such robes as would 
render her a fit compankm for your serious studies, yet 
I hope her dress is not so sordid, but she may prove an 
acceptable attendant on your more vacant hours. For 
my subject (it being heroic poesy) it is such as the wiser 
part of the world hath always. held in a venerable es- 
teem; the extracts of fancy I^ing that noble elixir, 
which heaven ordained to immortalize their memories^ 
whose worthy actions, being the products of that nobler 
part of man— -the soul, are by this made almost com- 
mensurate with her eternity; which otherwise, (to the 
•orrow of succeeding ages, who are in debt for much 
^ their yirtue to a noble emulation of their glorious 
ttcestors), had either terminated in a circle of no larger 
a diameter than life ; or, Kke short-breatlied ephemeras^ 
Only saryiyedawhileinthcairy region of discourse. 

This, sir, having been the past fortune of our prede* 
cessors; and, as the pregnant hopes of your blooming 
spring promise the world, like to be your's in the future ; 
youfs, when both the splendid beauties of your most 
glorious palace, and the lasting structure of your marble 
dormitory, time shall have so levigated, that the wanton 
winds dally with their dust ; 1 doubt not but to find you 
80 much a Meecenas, as to affect the eternizing iA your 
name, more from the lasting lineaments of learning than 
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flMMe vflte phamomena of pleasares, i/r hich are the low 
ieligfats of more vulgar spirits. 

Though I confess these papers beneath the senons 
▼iewy which a wit, acuatcd witti the best adjuncts of 
art, will, erelong, renderthe ordinary recreations of your 
progressive studies, yet, as in relation to the latitude for 
which they were calculated, I hope they may not ap- 
pear unworthy a present supervisal; it being intended 
(like the weak productions of the early spring) but for 
the April of your age ; where, though my hopes tell me 
it may subsist, whilst irrigated by those balmy dews of 
passion which are the usual concomitants of youth; 
I am not guilty of so unbecoming a boldness, as to think 
it fit to stand the heat of your more vigorous maturity, 
when the meridian altitude of your comprehensive 
judgment shall have attained so near an universality of 
knowledge, as the sun, when in its apogeum, doth of 
light; that being only hindered by a comparatively 
punctilio of earth, as the powerful energies of noble 
souls are, by the upper garments of their mortality, from 
being at once ubiquitary blessings. 

Fortified by these considerations with the hope of 
your acceptance, and assured that prefixing your name 
is an amulet of sufficient power to preserve me from 
the contagion of censure, I have, with an unruffled 
confidence, given these papers a capacity of being pub- 
licly viewed. If their being liked attain but near the 
dimensions of your being beloved, it will co-equate 
the knowledge the world shall have of them, that being 
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SO universal ; as the serenity of your bliss is the 
uess of your nearest relations, so is it much of th( 
of those that only know you at a remoter du 
And shall be still the prayer of» 

Sir, 

Your devoted Servant, 



William Chamberi 
Skaftcabwyf May 12, 165S* 



THE EPISTLE TO THE RE A DER. 



SINCE custom obliges me to give a welcome at the 
gate, I shall not be so irregular as not to meet that 
common civility with a fair compliance. And though, 
like the pmssive elements, I lie open to all the iucou- 
gruity of aspects, (of which I have some reason to 
doubt, the most powerful may be found in a disdainful 
opposition), yet, like the noblest of active creatures- 
light, I shall not think myself sullied by every vapor; 
nor solicit his acquaintance that cannot so long spare 
his eyes ft'om beholding, more active vanities. 

I have always held it a solecism for entertainers to 
be beggars; and, although by exposing these papers 
to the public view I must consequently expect variety of 
censures, should be loath to descend so low to court the 
applause of every reader; from whose various genii 
I am necessitated to take such welcome, as affection in 
most, though judgment in some, shall incline them to 
give. For the first of which, as their censures are 
doubtful, so their calumnies are small — not of weight 
sufficient to balance the indifferent temper of my 
thoughts: but for the latter (since looked upon as com- 
petent judges) though their sentence may be formid- 
able, I shall beg no further favor than what their abi- 
lity thinks fit to bestow ; only, for what they may justly 
except against, could rather wish that, whilst these 
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papers were private, I had had their advice to reform* 
than now they are pubhshed, their censure to condemn. 
Fortune hath placed me in too low a sphere to be happy 
in the acquaintance of the age's more celebrated wits: 
wherefore, wonder not that I appear unushered in with 
a train of encomiums, which though, I confess, if from 
knowing and judicious friends, add a lustre to the au- 
thor*s ensuing labors; yet the custom of these times 
eften makes them appear as ridiculous as a splendid and 
beautiful front to an empty and contemptible cottage. 

1 have made bold with the title of hermc, but have 
a late example that deters me from disputing upon what 
grounds I assumed it: if it suits not with the abiUties 
of my pen, yet it is no unbecoming epitiiet for the emi- 
Bence of those personated in my poem. For the place 
of my scene, manner of composure, and the like, (though 
in pre&ces they often find an immature discovery, and, 
perhaps, but acuate an appetite to what, on further 
progress, may prove but a distasteful banquet), I hold 
them so impertinent, that, if will and leisure serve you 
to read, you may suddenly, with more advantage, sa- 
tisfy yourself; if not* omit them as strangers to your 
otlier afiairs, and not to be understood but in their own 
dialect. 

1 have done with all that in probability may prove 
my readers, and now a word to such, whom I presume 
will be none; for tliey are desired to do no more than 
the epibtle, it being fit to serve them. Like vagabonds, 
let them enter no farther than the gate;— 1 mean, all 
squiiit-eyed sectaries, from the spawn of Geneva to the 
black brood of Amsterdam; together with soBierascate 
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of a lower rank, such as usurp the abused titie of Sons 
of Ait» and, widi an empty impudeiice, eadea¥Our to 
pollute those immaculate virgins; whilst the other, 
with an exatted viUauy, sully tlie celestial beauties of 
4inae truth. For the first of which, the preposterous 
genius of the times hath so £ur favored them, that now 
uothing is more veudable than the surreptitious off<- 
springs of their imagined wit: every statiouer*s shop 
affording pregnantexamplesof it, in big bulked voLutues 
of physic, astrology, and the like, by these indigent 
vermin; either to satisfy their clamorous wants, or en- 
hance their esteem in tlie vulgar opinion, basely pros- 
tituted to every illiterate spectator; whilst truth, and 
a guilty conscience, tells them nough^ is their own but 
the hyperbolical titles; which, to discerning eyes, ap- 
pear but the glorious outsides to tainted sepulchres, in 
which their detected villaay shall be abominated by 
more knowing posterity. These cry down all thingt 
of this natore for subjects of inutility, not tending to the 
improvement of science, which, in the most genuine 
oouslructiou of it, hath no enemy from which her ruin ■ 
is more formidable than from them. 

But for my more dangerous sceptic, (who yei is so 4 
much like the foal of an ass, that he appears to the 
world with his spleen in his mouth), I mean my pre- 
tended zealous censurer, from whom in me it were an 
overweaning boldness to expect civility ; since, (though 
not for the nature, which he understands not, yet for 
the name, which he hath only heard of), he is so much 
an enemy to the muses, that should the seraphic strains 
of majestic David, or the flaming raptures of elegiac 



8 TO THE READER. 

Jeremiah* appear to the world in their pristine and 
unpolluted purity, his ignorance would extend to so vast 
an error — to censure them of levity. 

But as no man will esteem the sun less glorious, for 
that the hated owl avoids its sight; so I presume none, 
except their own deluded followers, will betray so 
palpable a dearth of judgment, as to bear the less esteem 
to majestic poetry, for the illiterate scandal of flattering 
ignorance. Poesy, (if justly meriting to be invested in 
that glorious title) being so attractive a beauty that it 
doth rather, like an Orphean harmony, draw that em- 
blem of a beast, the unpolished clown, to a listening 
civility, than, like Circe's enchantments, change the 
more happily educated to a swinish and sordid lethargy. 
But her defence being a burthen which already stands 
firm on so many noble supporters, whose monuments 
will remain till time itself shall be lost in eteniit}', I 
need not add my weak endeavours to illustrate a Beauty 
which the wiser world already admires. Now, though 
die want the applause of some, attribute it not to the 
defect, either of her excellency, or their judgment ; but 
to that various dress of humors, wherewith nature hath 
chequered the universe. Concluding with that honor 
of antient Thebes— 

TfV^voy S ly MfviFois *lffoit laaivxt ti^ijf, — 

PiwL in (Hym. oeU 

w. c. 
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PHARONNIDA. 



BOOK I. 



<s:atttto t^e ^iv^t 



ARGUMENT. 

From 8ea*8 wild fiiry, and the wilder rage 
Of fidthless Turksy two noble strangers free<^ 

Let ooortesy their grateful souls engage 
To such a debt as doth obstruct their speed* 

Were they to fill those scenes' inactive rest, 
Would tedious make in fair description saw, ' 

How Sparta's Prince, for his queen's loss oppre8t» 
Found aH. those ills cured in Pharonnida* 



THE earth, which lately lay, like nature^s tomb. 
Marbled in frosts, had from her pregnant womb 
Displayed the fragrant spring; when, courted by 
A calm fresh morning, ere heaven*s brightest eye 
Adorned the east, a Spartan lord, (whom fame. 
Taught from desert, made glorious by tlie name 
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Of Aminander), witli a noble train. 

Whose active youth did sloth, like sin, disdain. 

Attended, had wom out the morning in 

Chase of a stately stag; which, having been 

Forced from the forest's safe protection to 

Discovering plain, his clamorous foes had drew 

Up to a steep cliflf's lofty top; where he, 

As if grown proud so sacrificed to be 

To man's delight, 'mongst the pursuing cry. 

Who make the vallies echo victory. 

Sinks weeping ; wliilst exalted shouts did tell 

The distant herds—their antient leader fell. 

The half-tired huuters, their swift game stopt here 
By death, like noble conquerors appear 
To give that foe, which now resistless lies. 
With their shrill horns his Ameral obsequies; 
Which whilst performing, their diverted sight 
Turns to behold a far more fatal fight— 
That since-famed gulf, (where the brave Austrian made 
The Turkish crescents an eternal shade 
Beneath dishonor seek) JLepanto, lay 
So near, that from their lofty station they, 
A ship upon whose streamers there were fixt 
The Christian badge, saw in fierce battle mixt 
With a prevailing Turkish squadron, that 
With shouts assault what now lay only at 
That feeble guard, which, under the pretence 
Of iojuriog others, seeks its own defence. 

Clc^ was the day, and cajm the sea so long, 
Till ngw the TurkSi whose luimbengrewtoostrong 



For all that eould no other help afford 

But human streng^, within th^r view did board 

The wretched Christians ; to whose sofifcrings they 

Can lend no aHnfi>rt, but what prayers convey 

To helpful heaven; by whose attentive ear, 

Both heard and pitied, mercy did appear 

hi this swift change:— A hollow wind proclaima 

Approaching storms, the black clouds burst in flames^ 

hnprisoned thunder roars, and in a shower. 

Dark as the night, dull sweaty vapors pour \ 

Themselves on the earth, to enrich whom natune venti \ 

The ethereal &bric*s useless excrements. 

Whose flatuous pride, as if it did disdain 

Such base desceul^ rolling the liquid plain 

hito transparent mountains, hurls them at 

The brow of heaven, whose lamps, by vapors th^l 

Their influence raised, arecrampt; whilst the sick day 

Was languishing to such a night, as lay 

O^er the first matter, when confiisicm dwelt 

hi the vast chaos, ere the rude mass felt 

Heaven's segregating breath— but long this fierce 

Conflict endures not, ere the sun-beams pierce 

The scatteredclouds,which, whilst wild winds pursue. 

Through suUied air in reaking vapors flew. 

In this encounter of the storm, before 
Its sable veil let them discover more* 
Than contained horror, a loud dreadful shriek. 
Piercing the thick air, at their ears did seek 
For trembling entrance: being transported by 
Unceitaia drifts, rent sails and tackling fly 
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Amongst the towering clifi&,— a sure presage 
That adverse winds did in that storm engage 
Some vessel, which did from her cordage part. 
With such sad pangs— as from the dying heart 
Convulsions tear tlie fibres^ But tlie day, 
Recovering her lost reign, made clearer way 
For a more sad discovery. They behold 
The brackish main in funeral pomp unfold 
The trophies of her cruelty. Her brow. 
Uncurled with waves, was only spotted now 
With scattered ruins; here, engaged within 
The rulBSed sails, some sad souls that had been. 
For life long struggling, tired, at length are forced 
To sink and die; yonder, a pair, divorced 
Froinall the warm society of flesh, 
With cold stiflf arms embrace their fate;— the fresb 
And tender virgin in her lover s sight. 
The sea-gods ravish, and the enthean light 
Of those bright orbs, her eyes, which could by nought 
But seas be quenched, f eternal darkness brought 

Whilst pitying these, a sudden noise, whose strange 
Confusion did their passion s object change. 
Assaults their wonder ; which, by this surprise 
Amazed, persuades them to inform their eyes 
With its obscure original : wheit, led 
By sounds that might in baser souls have bred 
A swift aversion, clashing weapons they 
Might soon behold — upon the sands that lay 
Beneath the rock a troop of desperate men» 
Unstartled with those dangers (which e*ea thoi^ 
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Their mined ship and dropping garments showed 

Heaven freed them from— what mercy had bestowed) 

Let their own anger loose; which, flaming in 

A fatal combat, had already been 

In blood disfigured: but when now so near 

Them drawn, that every object did appear 

In true distinction, they, with wonder raised 

To such a height as poets would have praised 

Their heroes in, a noble Christian saw. 

Whose sword (as if, by the eternal law 

Of Providence, to punish infidels, 

Directed) with each falling stroke expels 

A Turk's black soul: yet valour, being opprest 

By multitudes, must have at length sought rest 

From death, liad not brave Ariamnes, by 

His hunters followed, brought him victory; 

Whilst the approaching danger did exclude 

£*en hope, the last support of fortitude. 

The desperate Turks, that chose the sea to be 
Tlieir sad redeemer of captivity. 
Though from that fear they fled to death, had now 
Upon the shore left none life could allow 
But motion to; though, stopped by death such stm^e. 
All the escaped appeared— but such as bore 
The fatal story of destruction to 
Their distant friends. When now a serious view. 
By Ariamnes and that noble youth, 
(Whose actions, honored as authentic truth. 
Made all admire him), of their pitied dead 
With sorrow took^ one worthy soul imfled 
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From Ufe fhey found, which, by Argalia seen^ 
With joy recals those spirits that had been 
In busy action lost; but danger, that 
Toward the throne of life seemed entering at 
Too many wounds, denies him to enlarge 
The stream of love, as noble Virtue*s charge 
To him, her follower. Ariamnes, by 
His goodness and their sad necessity 
Prompted to pity, fearing slow delays 
As danger*s fatal harbinger, conveys 
The wounded strangers to the place where he 
His palace made the throne of charity. 

*Twa8 the short journey twixt the day and night. 
The calm fresh evening, time's hermaphrodite. 
The sun, on light's dilated wings, being fled. 
To call the western villagers from bed. 
Ere at his castle they arrive, which stood 
Upon a hill, whose basis, fringed with wood. 
Shadowed the fragrant meadows ; thorough which 
A spacious river, striving to enrich 
The flowery valleys with whatever might 
At home be profit, or abroad delight. 
With parted streams that pleasant islands made. 
Its gentle current to the sea conveyed. 

In the composure of tliis happy place 
Wherein he lived, as if framed to embrace 
So brave a soul as now did animate 
It with its presence, strength and beauty sat 
Combined in one: 'twas not so vastly large. 
But &ir convenience countervailed the charge 



Of reparations, «11 tliat Inodest art 

Affords to sober pkasare^s every part. 

More for its ornament; but none were dresl 

In robes so ricb^ but what alone exprest 

Their master's proridence and care to be» 

A prop to falling hospitahty. 

For he, not comet -like^ did blaze oat in 

This country sphere wbat had extracted been 

From the court's kzy yapors^ but had stood 

There like a star of the first magnitude^ 

With a fixed constancy so kmg, that now. 

Grown old in Tirtoe, he began to bow 

Beneath the weight of time; and, since the calm 

Of age had left him nothing to embalm 

His name but virtue, strives in that to be 

The glorious wonder of posterity: 

Each of his actions being so truly good, 

That, like the ground where hallowed tem|]iea stood, 

Although by age the ruins ruined seem. 

The people bear a reverend esteem 

Unto the place; so they preserve his name— 

A yet unwasted pyramid of ftrnie. 

Rich were his public virtues, but the price 
Of those was but the world to paradise. 
Compared with that rare harmony that dwells 
Within his walls; each servant there excels 
All but his fellows in desert; each knew— 
First, when,— tlien, how his lord's commands to do; 
None Bsore enjoyed than was enough, none les% 
All did ef plenty taste, aooe of excess^ 
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Riot was here a stranger, but far more. 
Repining penury; ae'er from that door 
The poor man went denied, nor did the rich 
Ere surfeit there ; ^twas the blest medium which. 
Extracted from all compound virtues, we 
Make, and then Christian mediocrity. 
Within the compass of his spacious hall. 
Stood no vain pictures to obscure the wail. 
Which useful arms adorned; and such as when 
His prince required assistance, his own men. 
Valiant and numerous, managed to defend 
That righteous cause, but never to attend 
A popular faction, whose corrupted seed 
Hell did engender, and ambition feed. 

His judgment, that, like Hfe's attendant— sense. 
To try each object's various difference. 
Fit niediums chose, (which he made virtue), here 
Beholding (though these wandering stars apjjear 
Now in their greatest detriment) the rays 
Of perfect worth, he to that virtue pays 
Those attributes of honor, which unto 
Their births, though now in coarse disguise, was due. 
To Aphron'iB wounds successful art applies 
Prevailing medicines, whilst invention flies 
To the aphelion of her orb to seek 
Such modest pleasures as might smooth the cheek 
Of ruffled passion; which, being found, are spent 
To cure the sad Argaha's discontent : 
Which, long being lost to all delight, at length 
Revives again liis friend's recovered strength. 
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They, having now no remora to stay 
Them here but what their gratitude did pay < 

To his desires, (whose courtesy had made 
Those bonds of love with as much zeal obeyed 
As those which duty locks), preparing are 
To take their leave; even in whose civil war 
Whilst they contend with courtesies, as sent 
To rescue, when his eloquence was spent. 
Brave Aminander» with such haste as shewed 
His speed to some supreme injunction owed 
Such dUigence, a messenger brings in 
A packet, which that noble lord had been 
Too frequently acquainted with to fear 
The unseen <x)ntents, which opened did appear— 
A mandate from his royal master to 
Attend him ere the next day^s beauties grew 
Deformed with age; which honored message read. 
To banish what suspicion might have bred 
In's doubtful friends, he, the enclosed contents. 
With cheerful haste, unto their view presents. 

Their fear thus cured by information, he. 
That his i^pearance in the court might be 
More glorious made by such attendants, to 
Incite in them a strong desire to view 
Those royal pastimes, thus relates that story. 
Whose fatal truth transferred the Morea's glory 
So often thither. " Twas, my honored friends. 
My fate ('mongst some that yet his court attends) 
Then to be near my prince, when what now draws 
Him to these parts did prove at once the cause 

G 
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Of joy and grief. Not far from hence remoTed 
Tlie vale of Ceres lies, where his beloved 
Pfaaronnida remains; a lady that 
Nature ordained for man to wonder at, 
She not being more the comfort of his age 
Than glory of her sex ; but I engage 
Myself to a more large discovery, which 
Thus take in brief— When youth did first enrich 
Beauty with manly strength, his happy bed 
Was with her royal mother blest; who fed 
A flame of virtue in her soul, that lent 
Light to a beauty, which, being excellent. 
In its own sphere by that reflection shone 
So heavenly bright— perfection's height of noon 
Dwelt only there. Some years had circled in 
Time's revolutions, since they first had been 
Acquainted with those private pleasures that 
Attend a nuptial bed, ere she did at 
Lucina's temple ofler; whose barred gate. 
Once open flow, both their good angels sat 
In council for her safety. Hopes of a boy, 
To be Morea's heir, fill high with joy 
The ravished parents ; subjects did no less. 
In the loud voice of triumph, their*s express. 

** But when the active pleasures of tlieir love, 
Wliich filled her womb, had taught the babe to move 
Within the morys mount, preceding pains 
Tell the &ir queen, that the dissolving cliains. 
Nature enclosed it in, were grown so weak 
That the impriaoaied infant jsoou would break 
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Those slender guards. The gravest ladies were 
Called to assist her, whose industrioos care 
Lend nature all the helps of art, but in 
Despair of safety send their prayers to win 
Relief from heaven, which swift assistance l^it 
To unload the burthen; but those cordials sent 
By harbingers, with whom the fair queen fled 
To deck the silent dwellings of the dead. 
And lodge in sheets of lead; o'er which were cast 
A coverlet of the springes in^ts past 
From life like her'-'C'en whilst Earth's teeming womb. 
Promised the world, and not a silent tomb. 
That beauteous issue. But those nymphs, which spun 
Her thread of life, the slender twine begun 
Too fine to last long, undenied by 
The ponderous burthen of mortality; 
Beneatli whose weight, she sinking now to death, 
The unhappy babe was by the motlier's breath 
No sooner welcomed iuto life before 
She bids farewell; empower to do no more 
But, whilst her spirit with each word expires. 
Thus to her lord express her last desires.*— 
* Receive this iniaut fr(»n thy dying queen, 
Name her Pharonnida.' — ^At which word between 
His trembUng arms she sunk ; and had e'en then 
Breathed forth her soul, if not recalled again 
By their loud mournings from the icy sleep, 
Which, like a chilling frost, did softly creep 
Through the cold channels of her blood to bar 
The springs of life; in which defensive war. 
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The hasty summoiis, sent by death, allow 

Her giddy eyes, whose heavy lids did bow 

Toward everlasting slumber, no more light 

Than what affords a dim imperfect sight, — 

Such as the troubled optics, being by 

Dying convulsions wrested, could let fly 

Thorough their sullied crystals, to behold 

Her woeful lord, whilst she did thus unfold 

JFIer dying thoughts : — * O hear, O hear, (quoth slie) I do 

By all our mutual vows conjure thee to 

Jjst this sweet babe— all thou hast left of me. 

Within tliy thoughts preserve my memory. 

And since, poor infant, she must lose her mother. 

To beg an entrance here, oh let no other 

Have more command o*er her than what may bear 

An equal poise with thy paternal care. 

This, this is all that I shall leave behind; 

An earnest of our loves here thou may'st find. 

Perhaps, my image may*st behold, whilst I, 

Resolving into dust, embraced do lie 

By crawling worms^foUowers that nature gave 

To attend mortality, whilst the tainted grave 

Is ripening us for judgment. O my lord. 

Death were the smile of fate, would it afford 

Me time to see this infantas growth, but oh! 

I feel hfe's cordage crackt, and hence must go 

From time and flesh, — ^like a lost feather, fall 

From th* wings of vanity, forsaking all 

The various business of the world, to see 

What wondrous change dwells in eternity.* 



I 
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*' This said, she faintly bids farewell, then darts 
An eager look on all ; but, ere she parts. 
E'en whilst the breath, with which in thin air slips 
Departing spirits, on her then cold lips 
In clammy dews did hang, she of them takes 
Her last farewell, whilst her pure soul forsakes 
Its brittle cabinet, and those orbs of light. 
That swam in deaths sunk in eternal night* 

'* Thus died the queen, Pharonnida thus lost. 
Ere knew her mother, when her birth had cost 
A price so great, that brought her infancy 
In debt to grief> until maturity 
Ripened her age to pay it. After long 
And vehement lamentation, such whose strong 
Assaults had almost shook his soul into 
A flight from the earth, her father doth renew 
His long lost mirth, at the deUght he took 
In his souFs darling; whose each cheerful look 
Crimsoned those sables, which e'en wliilst he wore, 
A flood of woes his head had silvered o*er, 
Had not this comfort stopt them, which beguiles 
Sorrow of some few hours ; those pretty smiles 
That drest her &ir cheeks, like a gentle thief. 
Stealing liis heart through all the guards of grief. 

*' But when that time's expunging hand had more. 
De&ced those sable characters he wore 
For sorrow's livery o'er his soul, and she. 
Having out-grown her tender infancy. 
Did now (her thoughts composed of heavenly 8eed)i 
To guide her life no other guardian need,^ 



22 PBARONNIDA. Bodb /• 

But native virtue; for her calm retreat. 
When burthened Corinth was with throngs replete. 
He chose this seat, whose venerable shade, 
(Waving what blind antiquity had made) 
For sacred held, is not so slighted, but 
A custom, anticnt as our law, hatli shut 
Hence (as the hateful marks of servitude) 
All that unbounded power did e'er obtrude 
On suffering subjects ; which this happy place 
Fits so serene a blessing to embrace 
As is this lady : whose illustrious court. 
Though now augmented by the full resort 
Of her great father's train, doth still appear 
This happy kingdom's brightest hemi^)here. 
*^ A hundred noble youths in Sparta bred. 
Of valour high as e'er for beauty bled. 
All loyal lovers, and that love confined 
Within the court, are for her guard assigned. 
But what (if aught in such an orb of all 
That's great or good may low as censure feill) 
The court hath questioned, is— the cause that moved 
The prince to give a party so beloved 
Into his hands that leads them; being one, 
Whose birth excepted, (that being near a throne). 
Those virtues wants, on wliose foundation, wise 
Considerate princes let tlieir favors rise. 
Like tlie abortive births of vapors, by 
Their male-progenitors enforced to fly 
Above the earth their proper i^phere, and there 
Lurk in imperfect forms, bis breast doth bear 
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Some seeds of goodness, which the soil, too hot 
With rank ambition, doth in ripening rot. 
Yet, though from those that praise humility 
He merits not, a dreaded power, (which he 
Far more aj^lauds) raised on the wings of *s own 
Experienced valour, hath so long been known 
His !bes' pale terror, that 'tis feared he bends 
That engine to the ruin of his friends. 
Whose equal merits claim as much of fame 
As e*er was due to proud Almanzor's name. 

" Yet what may raise more strong deares to see 
Her court than valour's wished society. 
Is one unusual custom, which the love 
Of her kind father hath so far above 
All past example raised— tliat, for the time 
He here resides, no cause, although a crime 
Which death attends, but is by her alone 
Both heard and judged, he seeming to unthrone 
His active power, whilst justice doth invest 
His beauteous dau^ter; which, to the opprest. 
Whose hopes e'en shrunk into despair, hath in 
That harsh extreme their safe asylum been: 
So that e'en those that feared the event could now 
Mix their desires, — tlie custom would allow 
Her reign a longer date. But that I may 
Illustrate this by a more full survey 
Of her excelling virtues, no pretence 
Of harsh employment shall command you hencet 
Till you have been spectat(»^ of that court, 
Whose glories axe too spacious for report'* 
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The noble youths, beholding such a flame 
Of virtue shewn them through the glass of Fame, 
First gaze with wonder on it, which ascends 
Into desire, a rivulet which ends 
Not till its swelling streams had drawn them through 
All weak excuses, and engaged them to 
Attend on Ariamnes: when, to show 
How much man*s vain intentions iali below 
Mysterious fate, e'en in the height of all 
Their full resolves, her countermands thus call 
Back their intentions, by a summons that 
The unceictain world hath often trembled at— 
The late recovered Aphron, whether by 
Too swift a cure, life's springs, being raised too high^ 
Flowed to a dangerous plethora, or whe'er 
Some cause occult the humors did prepare 
Tor that malignant ill, did, whikt he lay 
In tedious expectation of the day. 
Shook with a shivering numbness, first complain 
Through all his limbs of a dififusive pain: 
Which, searching each to find the fittest part 
For its contagion, on the laboring heart 
Fixes at length; which, being with grief opprest. 
By the extended arteries to the rest 
O* the body sends its flames. The poisoned blood 
Through every vein streams in a burning flood; 
His liver broils, and his scorched stomach turns 
The chyle to cinders; in each cold cell burns 
The humid brains. A violent earthquake shakes 
The crackling nerves, sleep's balmy dew forsakes 
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The shrivelled optics; in which trembling fits, 

'Mongst tortured senses, troubled Reason sits 

So long opprest with passion, till at length. 

Her feeble mansion, battered by the strength 

Of a disease, she leaves to entertain 

The wild chimeras of a sickly brain. 

And, what must yet to's friend's affliction add 

More weights of grief, their courteous host, which had 

Stayed to the latest step of time, must now 

Comply with those commands, which could allow 

No more delays, and leave Argalia to 

Be tbe sole mourner for his friend, which drew 

(As far as human art could guess) so near 

His end, that life did only now appear 

In tliick, short sobs,— those frequent summons that 

Souls oft forsake their ruined mansions at 
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Canto tfie ^eronH. 



ARGUMENT. 

Whilst here Argalia in a calm retreat 
Allays the sorrow felt for 's sickly friend. 

Two blooming virgins near him take their seat. 
Whose harmless mirth soon finds a hapless end. 

The fairest siezed on, and near ruined by 
Impetuous lust, had not Andremon*s speed 

Protected her, till from his fall drawn nigh 
The same sad fate the brave Aigalia freed. 



THAT sad slow hour, which Art e'en thought hislast. 

With the sharp fever's paroxysm past. 

Sick Aphron's spirits to a cool retreat. 

Beneath a slumber, life's remotest se^t. 

Was gently stol'n, which did so long endure. 

Till, in that opiate quenched, the calenture 

Decayed forsakes him, leaving nought behind. 

But such faint symptoms as from time might find 

An easy cure; which, though no perfect end 

Is lent to th' care of his indulgent friend. 

Yet gives him so much liberty, that now 

Fear dares, without his friendship's breach, allow 
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Sometime to leave him slumbering^ 'whilst that he 
Contemplates nature's fresh variety. 

The full blown beauties of the spring were not 
By summer sun-burnt yet, though Phoebus shot 
His rays from Cancer, when, prepared to expand 
Imprisoned thoughts from objects near at hand 
To eye-shot rovers, freed Argalia takes 
A noon-tide walk through a fair glade, that makes 
Her aged ornaments their stubborn head 
Fold into verdant curtains, which she spread 
In cooling shadows o'er the bottoms; where 
A crystal stream, unfettered by the care 
Of nicer art, in her own channel played 
With the embracing banks, until betrayed 
Into a neighbouring lake; whose spacious womb 
Looked at that distance like a crystal tomb 
Framed to inter the Naiades. Not far 
From hence an oak, (whose limbs defensive war 
'Gainst all the winds a hundred winters knew. 
Stoutly maintained), on a small rising grew, 
Under whose shadow whilst Argalia lies. 
This object tempts his soul into his eyes — 
A pair of virgins, fairer than the spring; 
Fresher than dews, that, ere the glad birds sing 
The morning's carols, drop ; with such a pace 
As in each act showed an unstudied grace, 
Crossing the neighbouring plain, were now so near 
Argaha drew, that what did first aj^pear 
But the neglected object of his eye. 
More strictly viewed, calls fancy to comply 
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With BO much love, that, though no wilder fire 
Ere scorched his breast, he here learnt to admire 
Love's first of symptoms. To a shady seat. 
Near that which he had made his cool retreat. 
Being come, beneath a spreading hawthorn they. 
Seating themselves, the sliding hours betray 
From tlieir short lives, by such discourse as might 
Hafve made e'en Time, if youngi lament his flight 

Retired Argalia, at the sight of these. 
Though no obscener vanity did please 
His eyes, than anchorites are possest with, when 
Numbering their beads, or from a sacred pen 
Distilling Heaven's blest oracles, yet he. 
Wondering to find such sweet civility 
Mixt with that place's rudeness, long beholds 
That lovely pair, whose every act unfolds 
Such linked affections as wise nature weaves 
In dearest sisters; but their form bereaves 
That thought ere feathered witli behef : although. 
To admiration. Beauty did bestow 
Her gifts on both, she had those darlings drest 
In various colors;— what could be exprest 
By objects, fair as new created light; 
By roseate mixtures, with immaculate white; 
By eyea that emblemed heaven's pure azure, in 
The youngest nymph, Florenza, there was seen; 
To which she adds behaviour fkr more free, 
Although restrained to strictest modesty. 
Than the more sad Carina, who, if there 
Were different years in that else equal pair» 
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Something the elder seemed; her beauty-nnich- 

As Jove-loved Leda's was, not praised so much 

I^or rose' or lily's residence, though they 

Did both dwell there, as to behold the day 

Lose its antipathy to night; such clear 

And conquering beams, so full of light, to appear 

Thorough her eyes, showed like a diamond set. 

To mend its lui^e, in a foil of jet 

Nor doth their dress of nature differ more 

In color than the habits which they wore. 

Though ^hioned both alike; Florenza's, green 

As the fresh Spring, when her first buds are seen 

To clothe the naked boughs; Caruia'sy white 

As Innocence, before she takes a flight 

In thought from cold virginity. Tlieir hair. 

Wreathed in contracting curls beneath a fair 

But often parting veil, attempts to hide 

The naked ivory of their necks— that pride 

Of beauty's frontispiece. On their heads sate 

Lovely, as if unto a throne of state 

From their first earth advanced, two flowery wreaths, 

(From whose choice mixture in close concord breath^ 

The fragrant odor of the fields), placed by 

Tliem in such order, as antiquity 

Alysterious held. Being set, to pass away 

The inactive heat of the exalted dav. 

They either tell old harmless tales, or read 

Some story where forsaken lovers plead 

Unpitied causes, then betwixt a smile 

^nd te$ir bewail passion should ere beguile 
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Poor reason so; at length, as if they meant 
To charm him who, far from each ill intent. 
So near them lay, melting the various throng 
Of their discourse into a well-tuned song; 
Whose swift division moulds the air into 
Such notes, as did the spheres' first tunes out-do. 

Argalia, in his labyrinth of delight 
To action lost, had drawn the veil of night. 
In quiet slumbers, o'er his heavy eyes; 
Locked in whose arms whilst he securely lies. 
Lest the mistakes of vain mortality 
The. brittle glass of earth should take to be 
Perfection's lasting adamant, this sad 
Chance did unravel all their mirth. — ^There had 
Some of the prince's noblest followers, in 
That morning's nonage, led by pleasure been 
Far from their sphere— the court; and now, to shun 
Ttie unhealthy beams of tlie reflected sun. 
Whilst it its sliortest shadows made, were to 
The cool protection of the woods withdrew : 
Jn which retreat, as if conducted by 
.Their evil genius, (all his company 
An awful distance keeping) none but proud 
Alnianzor, in those guilty groves which shroud 
The hapless virgins, enters; who so near 
Him sitting, that soon his informing ear 
Thither directs his eye. Unto his view 
Ere scarce thought obvious, swiftly they withdrew. 
But with untimely haste. His soul, that nurst 
Continual flames within it, at the first 
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Sight kindtes them, ere he discovers more 

Than differenee in the sex; such untried ore» 

Hot heedless lust, when made by practice bidd, 

r th' flame of passion ventures on for gold. 

But when drawn nearer to the place he saw 

Such beauties, whose magnetic force might draw 

Souls steeled with virtue, custom having made 

His impious rhetoric ready to invade. 

He towards them hastes, with such a pace as might 

Excuse their judgments, though in open flight 

They strove to shun him, but in vain; so near 

Them now he 's drawn, that the effects of fear 

Obscuring reason, as if safety lay 

In separation, each a several way 

From danger flies; but since botli could not be 

By that secure, whilst her blest stars do free 

The glad Carina from his reach, the other 

He swiftly seizes on: hot kisses smother 

Her out-cries in the embryo, and to death 

Near crushed virginity, ere, from lost breath. 

She could a stock of strength enough recover 

To spend in prayers. The tempting of a lover, 

Mixt with the force of an adulterer, did 

At once assail, and with joined powers forbid 

All hopes of safety; only, whilst Despair 

Looked big in apprehension, whilst the air 

Breathed nought but threatenings; promising him topay 

For*t in her answers, she doth lust betray 

Of some few minutes, which, with all the power 

Of pray er, she seeks to lengthen; sheds a shower 
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Of tears to quench those flames, but sooner might 
Heirs sooty lamp extinguished be; the sight 
Of such a fair, but pitiful aspect. 
When lust assails, wants power to protect. 

By this hot parley, whilst she strove to shun 
His loathed embraces, the thronged spirits run 
To fortify her heart, but vainly seek 
For entrance there, being back into her cheek 
Sent in disdainful blushes: now she did 
Entreat civility, then «harply chid 
His blushless impudence; but he, whose skill 
In rhetoric was pregnant to all ill. 
Though barren else, summons up all the choice 
Of eloquence, that might produce a voice 
To win feir virtue's fortress, though her chaste 
Soul, armed against those battering engines, past 
That conflict without danger; when, enraged 
By being denied, with passion that presaged 
A dangerous consequence, ^is fierce eyes fixt 
On her's, that, melting with pale terror, mixt 
Floods with their former flames, her souFs sad doub 
He thus resolves-^" Unworthy whore, that, out 
Of hate to virtue, dost deny me what 
Thou fredy granfst to every rude swain that 
But courts thee in a dance. Think not these tears 
Shall make me wave a pleasure, that appears 
Worth the receiving. Can your sordid earth 
Be honored more than in the noble birth 
Of such a son, as, would'ist thou yield to love. 
Might call thee mother, and hereafter prove 



^tlieglory ofymtrfiumlyV Fr9iaJare» 
"Xhe noblest mortaliy IttateMon ^sil strove 
"Xo fetch their pedigr«e» tbooglil it w> staki 
^tobciflei^iiiale; asvam 
Is this in thee, there being as greiit an odda 
"^Twixt you and ns, as betwixt as and gods." 
Trembling Florenza, on her bended knees, 
Thus answers him :— ** That dreadful power tib»i leea 
All our developed thoughts, qiy witness be 
You wrong my innocence ; I yet am free 
Prom every thought of lust. I do confess 
The umfathomed distance *twixt our births, but less 
That will not make my sin; it ntay my shame 
The more, when my contaminated name 
Shall in those ugly characters be sbowai 
To the world's public view, that now is known 
Kthe blush of honesty; whose style, though poor. 
Exceeds the titles of a gUmoas whore—- 
Attended, whilst youlk doth unwithered hurtv 
With envied greatness; but, frail beauty past 
Into a swilt decay* assaulted 'by 
Rottenness within, and bkck-mouthed ealuiBBy 
Without, f^ast off, l^ushing for guilt, the scorn 
Of all my sex. My motisef wiadd unborn 
Wish her degenerate issoe, ny fiitiier cone 
The hour he gpt me. As inaction worse 
Than mortalr plagues, each vii|^ that hath naii^ht 
To glory in but what she with her hrou|^ 
Into the world— an unstained soul* would fly 
The air I breathe; cast whores bmg coju^pany 

D 
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For none but devils, when corrupted vice 

A wildemeni makes Beauty's paradise. 

To this much ill, dim-eyed mortality 

A prospect lends; but what, oh ! what should be . 

When we must sum up all our time in one 

Eternal day, since to our thoughts unknown, 

Is only feared; but if our hallowed laws 

Are more than fables, the everlasting cause, 

^Twill of our torment be. If all this breath. 

Formed into prayers, bo entrance finds, my death 

Shall buy my virgin-freedom, ere I will 

Consent to that, which, being performed, will kill 

My honor to preserve my life, and turn 

The unworthy beauty, which now makes you burn 

In these unhallowed flames, into a cell 

Which none but th* black inhabitants of hell 

Will e*er possess. Those private thoughts, which giv 

If we continue virtuous whilst we live 

On earth, our souls commerce with angels, «hall 

Be turned to furies, if we yield to fall 

Beneath our vices thus. O I then take heed — 

Do not defile a temple; such a deed 

Will, when io labor with your latest breath. 

With horror curtain the black bed of death.'* 

Though prayers in vain strove to divert that cdmi 
He prosecutes, yet, to protract the time. 
She more had said, had not all language been 
Lost in a storm of lust; which, raging in 
His fury, gives a fresh assault unto 
Weak iimocence: for mercy now to sue— 
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*ro hope—seems vain; robustious streugth did bar 
*rhe use of language, which defensive war 
Continuing, till the breathless maid was wrought 
Almost beneath resistance, just heaven brought 
This unexpected aid. A lowly swain, 
Whose large possessions in the neighbouring plain 
Had styled him rich, and powerful, which to improve. 
To that fiur stock, his virtue added love; 
Which, unto flattery since it lost its eyes. 
The world but seldom sees without disguise. 
This sprightly youth, led by the parallels 
Of birth and fortune^— whatever else excels 
Those &ding blessings—to Floreuza, in 
His youth's fresh April, had devoted been. 
With 80 much zeal, that what that heedless age 
But dallied with, (like customs which engage 
Themselves to habits), ere its growth he knew, 
Love, equal with his active manhood, grew ; 
Which noble plant, though, in the torrid zone 
Of her disdain, 'thad ne'er distemper known. 
Yet oft those sad vicissitudes doth find. 
For which, none truly loved, that ne'er had pined. 
Which pleasing passion, though his judgment knew 
How to divert, ere reason it out-grew. 
It often fnwd important acticm brought 
Him to those shades, where contemplation sought 
Calm solitude; in whose soft raptures. Love, 
Refining &ncy, lifts his thoughts above 
Those joys, which, when by trial brought t' the test. 
Prove Thought's bright heaven— ^ull earth, when ouce 
jpossest. 
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"WsM aetted liere, hs eyes did celebrate. 
As to those riukdes Florenza oft had lat 
Beneath kind kxAs; to randi that delight. 
The tired Carina, in her breathless fHai^ 
Come near the place, assaults his wonder in 
That dreadfhl soiindi which tells him what had been 
Her cause of fear; whicii dcdefiil story's end. 
Arrived f the danger of his deareat fnend. 
Leaves him no time for language, ere, winged by 
Anger and love, lus haste strives to oatfiy 
His eager thoughts. Being now arrived so near 
Unto the place, that his inl<>rming ear 
Thither directs his steps^ with such a haste, 
As nimble souls, when they are first uncased. 
From bodies fly, he thither speeds; and now 
Being come, where he beheld with horror how 
His better angel injunxL was, dit^Nites 
Neither with fear nor policy— they *re mutes 
When anger's thunder roans— but swiftly draws 
His fidchion, and the justice of his cause 
Argues with eager strokes, but ^f>ent in vain 
'Gainst that unequal strength, which did maiataMi 
The more unlawflil ; all his power could do. 
Is but to show the efiSeds of love unto 
Her he adored, few strokes being i^ent beftnre 
His feeble arm, of power to do no more. 
Faints wilh the loss of Mood; and, letting &11 
The ill-managed weapon, for his death doth call. 
By the contempt of mercy, so to prove 
A sacrifice, 4lain to Florenza's love. 
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The cursed steel, by liie robustious hand 

Of fierce Almanaor giiidfidt nam did etand 

Fixed in his brant, wbilflt, vnftk a purple flood* 

His life sails forth i* tbe chMnd of bis blood. 

This remora renovad, the impious deed 

No sooner was perfiyrmed, but, ere the speed 

Florenza made (though to her /eager flight 

Fear added wings) conveyed her from his sights 

His rude hand on her seizes. Now in vain 

She lavished prayers, the groans in which her slam 

Friend breathes his soul Ibrth, with her shrieks, did fill 

The ambient air, struck laAdy with the still 

Voice of harmonioas music. But the ear 

Of penetrated heaven not long could hear 

Prayers breathed from so nuch innocence, yet send 

Them back denied; white Mercy did attend 

Her swift delivery, when Obstructing fear 

Through reason let no ray of hope i^^ieer. 

Startled Argaiia, who was courted by 
Her pleasing voice^s nilder hannony 
Into restrictive duMbers, wakened at 
Their altered tone, hastes to discover what 
Had caused that change; and soon the {daoe attains. 
Where, in the exhausted treasure of his vein^ 
Andremon wattowis, and Florenza lies. 
Bathed in her tears, ready to sacriflce 
Her life with her virginity; which sight 
Provoked a haste, such as his presence might 
Protect the tGembMag virgin; wfaieh perceived 
By cursed AhnMUor^ Made to be bereaiwi 



38 PHARONNIBA. BookL 

O'thc s|K)i]8 of such a wicked victory 

As lust had then near conquered, fiercely he 

Assails the noble stranger; who^ detesting 

An act so full of villany, and resting 

On the firm justice of his cause, had made 

His guiltless sword as ready to invade 

As was the other's, that had surfeited 

In blood before. Here equal valour bred 

In both a doubtful hope; Almanzor's lust 

Had fired his courage, which ArgaUa's just 

Attempts did strive to quench. The thirsty steel 

Had drunk some blood from both, ere fortune's wheel 

Turned to the righteous cause. That vigor which 

Through rivulets of veins spread the salt itch 

Of feverish lust before, was turned into 

A fiame of anger; whilst his hands did do 

What rage doth dictate, fury doth assist 

With flaming paroxysms, and each nerve twist 

Into a double strength: yet not that flood. 

Which in this ebullition of his blood 

Did tliroughthe channels boil till they run o'er 

With flaming spirits, could depress that store 

Of manly veorth, which in Argalia's breast 

Did with a quiet even valour rest; 

Moving as in its natural orb, unstrained 

By any violent motion ; nor yet chained 

By lazy damps of &int mistrust, but in 

Danger's extreme, still confident to win 

A noble victory; or, i' the loss of breath. 

If his &te frowned, to fijid an honored death. 
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Filled widi these brave resolyes, until the heat 
Of their warm iUry had alarums beat 
1^' ttfe iieiglibouring fields, they fought ; which tumult^ 

by 
^uch of AlmanzcNr's followers as were nigb 
The grove reposed, with an astonishment 
lliat roused them, heard, they hasten to prevent 
llie sad efifects that might this cause ensue, 
£re more of danger than their fear they knewr 
.Arrived e'en with that &tal minute, he 
AVho against justice strove for victory, 
AVith such fiiint strokes that their descent did give 
l^ought but assurance that his foe nuist Uve 
A happy conqueror, they usurp the power 
Of heaven — revenge; and, in a dreadful shower 
Of danger, with their fury's torrent strive 
To overwhelm the victor: but the foremost drive 
Their own destruction on, and Ml beneath 
His conquering sword, ere he takes time to breathe 
Those spirits, which, when near with action tired. 
Valour breathed fresh, &st as the spent expired. 

Here rash Araspes and bold Leovipe, 
Two whose descent T the nearest collateral line 
Unto Almanzor's stood, beholding how 
His btrength decayed must.unto conquest bow 
In spite of valour, to revenge his fiite 
With so much haste, attempt, as if too late 
They'd come to rescue, and would now, to shun 
His just reproctf, by rashness strive to run 
To death before him, finding from that sword 
Their life's discharge; which did to him afford 
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Only those wounds^ whose scan must Mtc to be 
The badges of eternal infiuny. 

But here^ o'erwfaelmed by an imeqiial steeBgtK 
The noble victor soon to the utmost length 
Had life*8 small thread esdendod, if not in 
The dawn of hope, some troops, (wfaosedmgehadbeeif 
Whilst the active gentry did attend the coiuty 
To free the country from the feared resort 
Of wild bandits), these, being directed by 
Such frighted rurals as employment nigh 
The grove had led, arriving at that time 
When his slain foes made the mistaken crine 
Appear Argalia's, soon by power allay 
That &tal storm; which done, (a full survey 
Of them that death fi«eed from distress being took), 
Tliem, through whose wounds Life had not yet forsook 
Her throne, they view; *mongst wham, Hirough the 

disguise 
Of 's biood, Afananzor, whose high power they prize 
More tiian discovered innocence, being found. 
As Justice had by close decree been bound 
To espouse his quarrels; whilst his friends convey 
Him saMy tiience, those ponderous crknes they lay 
Unto Argalia's charge, whose just defence 
Pleads but in vam for injured mnooence. 

Now, near departing, whilst hb lielpful friends 
Bore off Alnnmzor, wheve he long «ttends 
The c»e of 's wounds, though they lem tevmeBit iwed 
Than to behold how his knt honnr bled; 
The sad Fkvensa «GaiiHBB to take tar iart 
Leave cifiier kit ibiteafliiy crt 
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aiilagep*er. To fait oM dammy lips 

g her fMlmy twins, the from, them tips 

ch of death's oppressuig dews, that, by 

ouch revived, his soul, though winged to fly 

diied sett, takes tnie enough to breathe 

sad notes forth:— ^ Farewell, my dear, beneadi 

oaderoiis burthen of mortality 

■ting spuita suik. Oh! Miayest thou he 

n a ha{^ier love; all that I enure 

t my now departiBg soul may have 

irgin prayers for her companions, through 

gloomy vauMs, which she must pass, unto 

il shades. Had &te assigned my stay, 

e *d i(^ether gone, the horrid way 

len been made delightful; but I must 

t widMHit thee, and convert to dust, 

t thou art flesh and blood: I in « cold 

im must lie, whilst a warm groom deth hdd 

n thy nuptial bed; yet there I shall — 

souls know what doth on earth be&l,— 

. for thy loss,4md to eternity 

:r alone. The various world shall be 

d in flames; Time shall a£ford no place 

aity, ere I again embrace 

r with flesh; which, ere that, must 

e to a thousand forms her varied dust 

we shall be, or whither we shall go^ 

gone from hence~whe*er unto flames below^ 

s above— or whe'er in death we may 

oiur departed friends, or tell which way 
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They went before us— these, oh! these are things 

That pause our divinity, Sceptered kings. 

And subjects die alike, nor can we tell. 

Which doth in joy, or which in torments dwell. 

Oh sad, sad ignorance! Heaven guide me right. 

Or I shall wander in eternal night. 

To whose dark shades my dim eyes sink apace. 

Farewell, Florenza! when both time and place 

My separated soul hatli left, to be 

A stranger masked in immortahty. 

Think on thy murthered friend; we now must part 

Eternally! the cordage of my heart 

Thatlast sigh broke.*' With that the breath, that lou^ 

Had hovered in his breast, flew with a strong 

Groan from that mortal mansion; which beheld 

By such of *s friends whom courtesy compelled 

To that sad charge, the bloodless body they 

With sad slow steps to's father's home convey. 
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etmto t^e W^ito. 



ARGUMENT. 

The brave Aif;alia9 who designed to raise 
Through all approaching ills his weighty fate. 

In smooth compliance that harsh guard obeys. 
Who toward his death did prosecute their hate: 

To death, whidi here unluckily had stained, 
Maugre his friends, the ill-directed sword 

Of justice, had not secret love obtained 
More mercy than the strict laws dare afford* 

Low in a fruitful pasture, where his flocks 
Cloud with their breath those plains, whose leafy locks 
Could hardly shadow them— those meadows need 
No shearings where in untold droves did feed 
His bellowing herds, of which enough did come 
Each day to*s yoak to serve a hecatomb, 
Lay old Andremon*s country ^urm: in which, 
Happy till now, being made by fortune rich. 
And goodness honest; from domestic strife 
Still calm and free; the upper robes of life. 
Till withered, he had worn; to ease whose sad 
And sullen cares less bounteous nature had 



46 PHARONNIDA. BitokL 

His eyes more than hia age, his Itands bereft 
His hoary head of all tiiat time had left 
Unplucked before; nor had the expecting grave 
Gaped longer for him, if they then had gave 
His passion freedom— his own guilty hand 
Had broke the glass, and shook that little sand 
That yet remained into thin air, that so, 
Unclogged with earth, his tortured ghost might go 
Beyond that orb of atoms that attend 
Mortality; and at that joume/s end 
Meet tlieirs, soon as swift Destiny enrols 
Those new-come guests within the sphere of souls. 
By these sad symptoms of infectious grie^ 
Those best of friends that came for the relief 
Of sorrow's captives, being by that surprised 
They hoped to conquer, sadly sympathized 
With him in woe, till the epidemic ill. 
Stifling each voice, drest sorrow in a still 
And dismal silence: in which sad aspect, 
IJfone needing robes or cypress to detect 
A funeral march, each dolefully attends. 
To death's dark mansion, their lamented friends. 
Where, having now the earthy curtain drawn 
O'er their «old bed, till doomsday's fatal dawn 
Rally their dust, they leave them; and retire 
To sorrow, which can ne'er hope to expire 
Injust revenge, since kept by fear in awe- 
Where power offends, the poor scarce hope for law. 

By sad example to confirm this truths. 
From innocent and early hopes of youth 
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Led toward destructioii, let*s retura to see 

That noble stranger; whose captivity, 

Like an unlucky accident^ depends 

On this sad subject By the angry friends 

Of those accused, which in that fatal strife 

To death resigned the charter of their life. 

He's brought unto the princess' palace; where 

That age, (whose custoais knew not how to bear 

Such sails as these have filled with pride), was placed 

The seat of justice; whose stem sword defaced 

Not Pleasure's smoothest front, since now 'twas by 

Her fair hand guided, whose conunanding eye. 

If armed with anger, seemed more dreadful tlien 

The harshest law e'er made by wrathful men. 

Here, strictly guarded, till the important crime, 
Which urged her to anticipate the time 
By custom known, had called her forth to that 
Unwilling office, still unstartled at 
The frowns of danger, did Argalia lie 
An iiyured captive; till, commanded by 
The stem reformers of offended law. 
He hastes t' the bai';where come, though death ne'er saw 
A brow more calm, or breast more confident. 
To meet his darts, yet since the innocent 
Are stained with guilt, when, in contempt of fate» 
They silent fall, he means to meet their hate 
With all that each beholder could expect 
From dying valour, when it had to protect 
An envied stranger, left no more defence 
But what their hate obscures-— his innocence. 
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The clameeous firieacU of ApbfOB* backed by tkoie 
Which knew his death the oaly .meaii to doie 
Almanzor's bleeding honor, to the fair 
And pitiful Pharonnida repair^ 
With cries of vengeance; whose unwekome sound 
She by her Other's strict commaBd was bound 
To hear, smoe that those nvukts of bKw» 
Which from the sea of regal power did draw 
Their sereral streanasy all flowed to her, and in 
That crjrstal fimntainrpiure as &^ had been. 
From heaven diiqpensed ere just Astnea fled 
The earth, remained; yet such aversioB bred 
In her soft soul, tiiat to these causes, where 
The law sought bkx)d, sk)wly as those that bear 
The wdght of guilt, she came; whose dark text she 
Still comments on with noble charity. 
High mounted on an ebon throne, on whidi 
The embellished silver shewed so sadly nefa. 
As if its varied form strove to deHght 
Those solemn souk which death-pale &ar did fri^t, 
In Tyrian purple clad, the prinoess sate. 
Between two sterner ministen of Me, 
Impartial judges, whose distinguished tasks 
Their varied habit to the view unmasks. 
One, in whose looks, as pity rtrove to draw 
Compassion in the tablets of the law. 
Some softness dwelt, in a ms^^estic yeait 
Of state-like red was ckithed; the other, dressed 
In dismal black, whose terrible aspect 
Declared his office, served bi^ to detect 
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yw coQWBt, if, when the first forsook 
oiaey the law so fkr as death did look« 
ioe proclaimed, a harrii command calls forth 
idaunted prisoner, whose excelling worthy 

low ebb of fortune, did appear 
IS we fiincy virtues that come near 
Loellence of angels—fear had not 
ODe drop of blood, nor rage beg ot 
x>lor in his cheeks—his soul in state— 
ed in the medium, constant virtue sat, 
ighting, with the impious atheists, that 
Btom of danger, but, safe anchored at 
3US hope, being firmly confident-* 
n would relieve whom earth knew innocent 
thus prepared, he hears his wrongful charge 

disguising injured truth) at large, 

tlie people, in such language read, 
ickfed their hopes in whom his worth had bred 
seeds of pity ; and to those, whose hate 
id him to this precipice of fate, 
Aphron's friends, such an advantage gave, 
E^rovidence appeared too weak to save 
> assaulted: yet, though now depressed 
1 opinion, which oft proves the best 
rt to those whose public virtues we 

before their private guilt we see, 
kble soul still wings itself above 
n*s dark fogs; and like that prosperous dove, 
'orld*s first pilot f<Nr discovery sent, 

all the floods that bound the firmament 

£ 
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0*envhe]mcd the earth. Conscience' calm joys to in* 

creaae. 
Returns, fraught with the olive branch of peace. 
Thus fortified from all that tyrant fear 
£*er awed the guilty with, he doth appear 
The court's juat wonder in the braye defence 
Of what, (though power, armed with the strong pre* 

tence 
Of right, opposed), so prevalent had been, 
T have cleared him; if, when near triumphing in 
Victorious truth, to cloud that glorious sun. 
Some faithless swains, by large rewards being won 
To spot their souls, had not, corrupted by 
His foes, been brought, &lsely to justify 
Their accusations. Which beheld by him. 
Whose knowledge now did hope's clear optics dim* 
He ceased to plead; justly despairing then. 
That innocence 'mcmgst mortals rested, when 
Banished her own abode; so thinks it vain 
To let truth's naked arms jstrive to maintain 
The field 'gainst his more powerful foes. Not all 
His virtues now protect him^ he must fall 
A guiltless sacrifice, to expiate 
No other crime but their envenomed hate. 
An ominous silence—such as oft precedes 
The fatal sentence— whilst tlie accuser reada 
His charge, possessed the pitying court, in which 
Presaging calm Pharonnida, too rich 
In mercy, Heaven's supreme prerogative. 
To stifie tears, did with her psuision strive 
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So long, till what at first assaulted in 

Sorrow's black armour, had so often been 

For pity cherished, that at length her eyes 

Found there those spirits that did sympathize 

With those that warmed her blood, and, unseen, move 

That engine of the world, mysterious love. 

The way that fate predestinated, when 

*Twas first mfused T the embryo; it being then 

That which espoused the active form unto 

Matter, and from that passive being drew 

Divine ideas; wliicb, subsisting in 

Harmonious Nature's highest sphere, do win. 

In the perfection of our age, a more 

Expansive power; and, nature's common store 

Still to preserve, unites affections by' 

The mingled atoms of the serious eye. 

Whilst Nature's priest, the cause of eadi effect^ 
Miscalled disease, endeavours to detect 
Its unacquainted operations in 
The beauteous princess, whose free soul had been 
Yet guarded in Iter virgin ice, and now 
A stranger is to what she doth allow 
Such easy entrance; by those rays that Ml 
From cither's eyes, to make reciprocal 
Their yielding passions, brave Argalia felt, 
E'en in the grasp of death, his functions melt 
To flames, which on his heart an onset make 
For sadness, such as weaker mortals take 
Eternal farewells in. Yet in this high 
Tide of his bJood, in a soft calm to diCf^ 
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His yielding spiritB now prepare to meet 

Death, clothed in thoughts white as his windingsheet 

That fiEital doom, which unto heaven affords 

The sole appeal, one of the assisting lords 

Had now pronounced, whose horrid thunder could 

Not strike his laurelled brow ; that voice, which would 

Have petrified a timorous soul, he hears 

With calm attention. No disordered fears 

Ruffled his fimcy, nor domestic war 

Raged in his breast; his every look, so far 

From vulgar passions, that unless amazed 

At Beauty*8 majesty, he sometimes gazed 

Wildly on that as emblems of more great 

Krlories than •earth afforded, from Ahe seat 

Of resolution his fixed soul had not 

Been stirred to passion, which had now begot 

Wonder, not fear, within him. No harsh frown 

Contracts his brow, nor did hk thou^ts pull dowH 

One fainting spirit, wrapt in smothered groans. 

To clog his heart From her most eminent thrones 

Of sense, the eyes, the lightning of his soul 

Flew with such vigor forth, it did control 

All weaker passions, and at once include 

With Roman valor Christian fortitude* 

Pharonnida, from whom the rigid law 
Extorts his fate, being now enforced to draw 
The longest line she e*er ooold hope to move 
Over his face, that beauteoos i^ere of love. 
Unto its greatest obfiquity, she leaves 
Him, in his winter isoktice, and bereaves 



Loye*8 hemiiphere of light, not heat; yet, oft' 
Retreating, wished those stars, fate placed aloft 
In the first magnitude of honor, might 
Prove retrograde; so their contracted light 
Might onto him part of their influence 
In life bestow, passion would fkin dispense 
So far with jreason, to recal again 
The sentence she had past: but hope in vain 
Those false suggestions moves. His jailors are 
The undaunted prisoner hurrying from the bar,. 
His fair judge rising, the corrupted court 
Upon removing, all the ruder sort 
Of hearers rushing out, when, through the throng. 
Kind Ariamnes (being detained so long 
By strict employment) comes; at whose request 
The court their seats resuming, he adrest 
Himself t* the princess in a language that, 
(Whikt all Argalia's foes were storming at)» 
E*en on her justice so prevails, that he 
Reprieved till all hope could produce, to free 
Her love's new care, might be examined by 
His active friend; who now, being seated nigh 
Fharonnida, whilst all attentive sat. 
The stranger's story doth at large relate. 

Pleased at this full relation, near as modi 
As grieved to see those jewels placed in such 
A coarse cheap metal, which could never hold 
The least proportion with her regal gold, 
Pharonnida had now removed, if not 
Thus once more stayed:— The rumor, first begol 
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From this sad truth, had, with the common haste 

Of ill, arrived where his disease had placed 

Aphron, whose ears assaulted now with word» 

Of more infection than that plague, affords 

Room for the stronger passion: though offended^ 

To leave a hold it had at first intended ^ 

To keep till ruined, the imprisoned blood. 

And spirits are unfettered, by that flood 

To wash usurping grief from off that part 

Where most she reigned; but they» drawn near the 

heart. 
And finding enemies too strong to be 
Encountered, mix in their society ; 
Which, thus supplied with auxiliaries, in 
Contempt of weakness, (when he long had beea 
Languishing, underneath a tedious load 
Of sickness), sends Mm from his safe abode» 
*Mongst dangers which in death*s black shape attend 
His bold design, to seek his honored friend. 
Come on the spur of passion to the court, 
A flux of ^irits from all parts resort 
To prompt his anger, which abruptly broke 
Forth in this language:^'' Do not, sirs, provoke 
A foreign power thus far— I speak to you 
That have condemned this stranger— as to do 
An act so opposite to all the law 
Of nations^— here within your realm to draw 
Blood that's so near allied unto the best 
Of an adjacent state. If this request 
Of mine too full of insolence appear. 
We are spirits nobly bom, and are near 
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Enough to have % whatever crime *s the cause 
Of this harsh sentence, tried by our own laws."— 

This bold opposer of stem justice (here 
Pausing to see what clouds there did appear 
In that fidr heaven, whose influence only now 
Could light to *s friend's declining stars allow). 
To free the troubled court, which struggled in 
A strange dilemma, had commanded been 
To a more large discovery, if not by 
His pitying friend, discharged in a reply. 
Doubting how far irregular boldnes» had 
Provoked just wrath. Argalia thus unclad 
Amazement's dark disguise: — ** To you that awe 
This court (with that kneels to Pharonnida) 
I now fbr mercy flee, that scorn to run 
From my own doom, so I might have beguB 
The doubtful task alone; but here to leave 
My friend, from whom your justice: did receive 
This bold affront, in danger, is a crime 
That not approaching death, which all my time 
Too little for repentance calls, can be 
A just excuse for; let me then set free 
His person with your doubts, and join to those 
What both their varied stories may compose.—* 

** For what this noble lord, whose goodness we 
First found in needful hospitality. 
From him hath differed in, impute it not 
To either's error; both reports begot 
From such mistakes, as nature made to be 
The careful issues of necessity: 
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That fatal difference, whose vestigia stood. 
When we Epims left, fresh filled with blood. 
By league so lately with Calabria made. 
Being composed, that fame did not invade 
Our ears with the report, till we had been 
By a disguise secured; which, shaded in, 
Whilst fearing danger, we ne'er thought to leave 
Till safe at home. Thus, what did first deceive 
Kind Aminander, you have heard; and now. 
Without the stain of boasting, must allow 
Me leave to tell you, that we there have friends. 
On whom the burthen of a state depends/* 

When, to the court's just wonder, thus far he. 
With such unshaken confidence as we 
Pray on the expanded wings of faith, di^layed 
His soul's integrity, the royal maid. 
Whom a repented destiny had made 
His pitying judge, endeavouring to evade 
That doom's harsh rigor, grants him a reprieve, 
Till thrice the sun, returning to relieve 
Night's drooping sentinels, had circled in 
So many days. In which short time, to win 
The fair advantage of discovering truth. 
Old Aminander, active as fresh youth 
In all attempts of charity, to know 
From what black spring those troubled streams did flow, 
Hastes toward Andremon's; whilst Pharonnida, 
Active as he toward all whence she might draw 
A consequence of hope, lays speedy hold 
On this design:— Commissioned to unfold 
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Their master's love toward her, there long had been 
Ambassadors from the Epirot in 
Her &ther*s court; whose message, though it might 
Wear love*s pure robes, yet, in her reason s light. 
Seems so much stained with policy, that all 
Those blessings, which the wise foresaw to foil 
As influence from that conjunction, she 
Opposes as her stars' maUgnity. 

Proud of this new command, with such a haste 
As those that fear more slow delays may waste 
Their precious time, the ambassadors attain 
The princess' court; where come, though hoped in vain. 
Only expect a speedy audience; they. 
That frustrated, are soon taught to betray 
More powerful passions: — the first glance o*the eye 
They on the prisoners cast, kind sympathy 
Proclaimed, — love gave no leave for time to rust 
Their memories — both the old lords durst trust 
Eyes dimmed with tears, whilst their embraces give 
A sad assurance there did only live 
Their last and best of comforts. Which beheld 
By those from whom kind pity had expelled 
All thoughts of the vindictive law, they strive 
By all the power of rhetoric to drive 
Those sad storms over; which good office done. 
They each inform the prince, which was the son 
Of nature, which adoption; withal tell how> 
By their persuasions moved, they did allow 
Them time to travel, which disasters had 
So long protracted; for some years, witli sad 
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And doubtful hopes, they had in vain expected 
Their wished return, but that their stars directed 
Their course so il1» as now near home to be 
Overtaken with so sad a destiny. — 
Since such a sorrow could be cured by none. 
They sadly crave the tinie to mourn alone. 



END OF THIRD CANTO. 
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Otanto t|)e jfonttti. 



ARGUMENT. 

At length the veil firom the deluded law 
With active care by Aminander took» 

The- startled court in their own error saw 
How lovely truth did in Argalia look. 

The story of our youth discovered, he. 
His merits yet in higher pitch to raise, 

Morea's prince doth from a danger free. 
Which unto death his noblest lords hetrays* 

THAT last sad night, the rigid law did give 
The late reprieved Argalia leave to live, 
Was now, wrapt in her own obscurity. 
Stolen trom tlie stage of time, when light, got free 
From his nocturnal prison^ summons all 
Almanzor's friends to see the longed for fall 
Of the envied stranger; whose last hour was now 
So near arrived, iaint hope could not allow 
So much of comfort to his powerfuFst friend 
As told her fears— she longer might suspend 
His fiital doom. Mournful attendants on 
That serene sufferer, all his friends are gone 
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Unto the sable scaffold that*8 ordained> 
By the decree of justice, to be stained 
With guiltless blood; all sunk in grief— but she. 
Who by inevitable destiny 

Doomed him to deaths most deep. Dull sorrow reigi 
In her triumphant; sad and alone remains 
She in a room» whose window's prospect led 
Her eye to the scaffold, whither, from the bed 
Where sorrow first had cast her, she did oft 
Repair to see him; but her passion's soft 
Temper, soon melting into tears, denies 
Her soul a passage through overflowing eyes^ 
Often she would in vain expostulate 
With those two subtle sophisters that sat 
Clothed in the robes of fancy, but they still 
Overthrow her weaker arguments, and fill 
Her breast with love and wonder; passion gave 
Such fierce assaults^ no virgin vow could save 
Her heart's surrender — she must love» and lose 
In (Hie sad bo\ir; thus grief doth oft infuse 
Those bitter pijls, where hidden poisons dwells 
In Uie smooth pleasures of sweet oximel. 

Argalia's friends, that did this minute use 
As if the last of mortal interviews,. 
Had jiow reversed their eyea^ expecting nought 
But that stroke's fell, whose fatal speed had brough 
Him to eternal rest; when by a loud 
And busy, tumult, as if death, grown proud. 
Expected triumphs, to divert their sight. 
They from the scaffold's lofty station might,. 



Vithin the 4'eacb of an exalted voice, 
lehold a troop, who (as the leader*s choice^ 
!!onfined to itrait neceanty, had there 
ilnrolled all comers, if of strength to bear 
>firen8ive arms), did first appear to be 
lome tumult drest in the variety 
>f sudden rage: for here came headlong in 
k. herd of clowns, armed as they then had beeri 
*rom labor called; near them, well ordered ride 
As greatness strove no longer to divide 
k>cieties) some youtl)^ brave as they had 
(een in the spoils of conquered natioois clad. 

This sudden object, first obstructing all 
]lieir court's proceedings, prompts their doubts to call 
lieir absent prince; who, being too wise for fear^s 
Jncectain fictions, with such speed appears 
Is checks the tumult; when, to tell them who 
lad from their homes the frighted pec^e drew« 
' tiie van of a well ordered ^roop rides forth 
ooved Aminander, whose unquestioned worth, 
[liat strong attractive of the people's love, 
Cxpunged su^icion^ whilst his troops did move 
¥ith a oommanded slowness to inform 
rhe expecting prince, from wheice this sudden -storm 
!!!ontractcd clouds, he to his view presents 
Vndremon's friends; whose looks— the sad conteutK 
3f sorrow, with a silent oratory 
^g pity, whilst he thus relates their jtory«-~ 

** That we, great prince, we, whom a loyal-fear 
To strict obedience prompts, dare thus appear 
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Before your sacred person, were a sia 

Mercy wQHld blush to own, had we not been 

Forced to oflfensive arms, by such a cause 

As tore the sceptre*s regulated laws 

Forth of your royal hand, to vindicate 

This suffering stranger, whom a subtle hate. 

Not solemn law, pursued. I here have brought 

Such witnesses as have their knowledge bought 

At the expense of all their joy, whom I 

Found so confined, as if their misery 

Were in their houses sepulchred; a sad 

And general sorrow in one dress had clad 

So many, that their only sight did prove^ 

Lost virtue caused such universal love. 

To free this noble youtli, whose valour lent 

A late protection to this innocent 

But injured maid, they, unconstrained, had here 

Implored your aid, had not too just a fear. 

Caused from some troops, raised by a wronged pretei 

Of your commands, checked their intelligence 

With such illegal violence that I 

Had shared their sufferings, if not rescued by 

These following friends, whose rude conjunction she 

It was no studied plot did first compose 

So loose a body* But, lest it appear 

lame Uke envy, should I strive to clear 

This doubtful story, here are those, (with that 

Calls forth Andremon's friends), instructed at 

The dearest price, which, by discovering truth> 

Will not alone rescue this noble youth 
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From foiling ruin; but» least he retreat 

Into rebellion, force before this seat 

A nian, whose power the people thought had been 

To punish vice, not propagate a sin.'* 

Having thus far past toward discovery, here 
The grave lord ceased; and, that truth might appear 
From its first fair origina], to her 
Whose virtue, heaven's affected messenger. 
Commands attention, the more horrid part 
Of his relation leaves. And here, vain Art, 
Look on and envy, to behold how far 
Thy strict rules (which our youth's afflictions are) 
Nature transcends, in a discourse which she. 
With all the flowers of virgin modesty. 
Not weeds of rhetoric, strewed; to hear her miss. 
Or put a blush for a parenthesis. 
In the relating that uncivil strife. 
Which her sad subject was — so near the life 
Limns lovely virtue, that, that copy whence 
Art took those graces, she doth since dispense 
T* the best of women. Fair Fharonnida, 
Taught by that sympathy, which first did draw 
Those lovely transcripts of herself, although 
Varied as much as humble flowers, that grow 
Dispersed in shady deserts, are from those 
That nice art in enamelled gardens shows; 
Yet, like bright planets which communicate 
To earth their influence, from exalted state 
She now descends to cherish virtue in 
Those lovely nymphs, whose beauties, though they *d 
been 
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Yet in tlie country clouded from report. 
Soon grow the praise or envy of the court 

Emboldened by that gracious favor shown 
To these fair nymphs, to prosecute their own 
Most just complaints, Andremon's wretched friends, 
With prayers perceive that mercy which descends, 
0*er all their sufferings, on the expanded wings 
Of noble pity; whose fiur hand first brings 
Argalia from the sable scaffold, to 
Meet those rewards to liis high merits due. 
Not only in what death*s dark progress stays. 
But life's best joy — an universal praise 
Acquired from just desert Next she applies 
Herself to those poor burthened souls, whose eyes 
Look e'en on comforts through their tears, the dead 
Andremon's mourners; whose lost joy, though fled 
For ever from those wintry regions, yet 
As much received as sorrow would permit 
Souls so opprest; the splendid court they leave 
With thankful prayers. And now, called to receive 
His sin's reward, Almauzor is, whose shame. 
Its black attendant, when b' his hated name 
He'd oft been summoned, prompts him to deny 
That legal call ; which being an act too high 
For a depending power to patronise. 
To shun feared justice' public doom, he flies 
His prince's mandates, an afiront that sent 
Him to 's desertr— perpetual banishment 

This comet lost in clouds of infamy. 
The court, which had. too long been burthened by • 
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His injured power, with praises entertain 
Impartial justice; whilst to call again 
Those pleasures which had in this interval 
Of law been lost, the prince, convening all 
That shared those sufferings, as the centre whence* 
Joy spread itself f the court's circumference. 
Crowns all their wishes, which, by that bright star 
In honor's sphere— the auspicious princess, are 
Exalted to their highest orbs. Her love 
Unto Argalia, though it yet must move 
As an unnoted constellation, here 
Begins its era, which, that 't might appear 
Without suspicion, she disguises in 
The public joy. Which, 'mongst those that had been 
His serious mourners, to participate. 
That kind Epirot, who first taught his fate 
The way to glory, comes; to whom he now 
Was on those knees merit had taught to bow, 
With as much humble reverence as if all 
The weights of nature made those burthens fall 
A sacrifice.to love, fixed to implore 
Its constant progress, but he needs no more 
For confirmatioo, since his friend could move 
But the like joy, where nature taught to love. 
Passion's encounter, which too high to last. 
Into a calm of thankful prayers being past. 
The prince from the Calabrian seeks to know 
By what collateral streams he came to owe 
Such love unto astranger-<-one that stood 
Removed from him i' the magnetism of blood ; 
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Whom thus the lord roBolves:— '< When blooming ib 

The pride of youth* whose TAried scenes did win 

Time on the momiiig of my days, a while* 

To taste the pleasures of a summer's smilc^ 

I left tile court 8 tumultuous noise, and spent 

Some happy time, blest with retired content^ 

In the calm country, where Art s curious hiiBd» 

As centre to a spacious round of litfid. 

Had placed a palace, in whose loTely dress* 

The city might admire tiie wilderness; 

Yet, though that ill civility was in 

Her marble circle, Nature^s hand had been 

As liberal to the neighbouring fields, and deckt 

Each miul nymph as gaudy, till neglect 

Or slovenly necessity had drawn 

Her canvass fiirrows o'er their vales of lawn. 

** Near this fair seat, fringed with an antient wood* 
A fertile, valley lay, where scattered stood 
Some homely cottages, the happy seats . 
Of laboring swains, whose careful toil complefeos 
Their wishes — in obtaining to much wealth 
To conquer dire necessity ; firm heaJtii* 
Calm thoughts^ sound sleetM, unstaited ianocelice^ 
Softened thdr beds, and* when roused up ftxmi thence, 
Suppled their limbs for labor. Amongst these* 
My loved Argalia* (for till fate diall please 
His dim stars to uncurtain, ami salute 
His better fortune with each attribute 
Due to a nobler birth, his name must be 
Contracted into that straography) 
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Life's scenes began, amongst his fellows that 
There ftnt drew breath, being true heirs to what, 
Whilst all his stars were retrograde and dim, 
Unlucky fortune but adopted him. 

^ Whilst there residing, I had oft beheld 
The actire boy, whose childhood's bud excelled 
More full blown youths, gleaning the scattered locks 
Of new shorn fields, amongst the half-clad flocks 
Of their unripe but healthftd issue; by 
Which labor tired, sometimes I see them try 
The strength of their scarce twisted limbs, and run 
A short breathed course; whose swift contention done. 
And he (as in each other active qport) 
With victory crowned, they make their next resort 
T* the springes cheap bounties; but what did of all 
His first attempts, give the most powerftil call 
Both to my love and wonder was, what chanced 
From (me rare act:— Tlie morning had advanced 
Her temglmg beauties to assure success 
To these young huntsmen, who witli labor less 
Made by the pleasure of their journey had 
The forest reached, where, with tlieir limbs unclad 
For the pursuit, they follow beasts that might 
Abroad be reoneation, and, when ni^t 
Summoned tiHm home, the welcomest supply 
Both to their own and panenta* quality. 
An angry boar, chafed with a motving's chase. 
And now near spent^was come so near the place, ' 
Where, though seoufied, on tjie stupendous hdght 
Of a vast rock they Bloody that now nofiight 
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Could promise safety; that wild rap^e, which sent 
Him from tiie dogs, his following foes, is spent 
In the pursuit of them; which, to my grief. 
Had suffered ere we could have lent relief. 
Had not Argalia, e'en when danger drew 
So near as death, turned on the beast, and threw 
His happy javelin; whose well guided aim, 
Altliough success it knew not how to claim 
From strength, yet is so much assisted by 
Fortune, that, what before had scorned to die 
By all our power when contending in 
Nice art, the honor of that day to win 
To him alone, falls by that feeble stroke 
From all his speed; which seen, he, to provoke 
His hastier deatli, seconds those wounds which in 
Their safety ar^ by those with terror seen. 
That had escaped the danger, and e'en by 
Us that pursued with such amaze, that I, 
Who had before observed those rays of worth 
Obscured in clouds, here let my love break forth 
In useiiil action, such as from that low 
Condition brought him where I might bestow 
On him what art required, to perfect that 
Rare piece of nature which we wondered at. 
From those whom I, *mongst others, thought to be 
Such whose a^ection the proximity 
Of nature claimed, with a regret that showed 
Their poverty unwillingly bestowed 
So loved a jewel* had procured the youth: 
His foster father, loath to wi^ve a truth 
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at in the progress of his fate might be 

high account, discovers unto me 

e world's mistake concerning him, and thus 

lates his story: — ' He was brought to us, 

iioth the good man) some ten years since, by two 

ho (could men be discovered to the view 

knowledge by their habits) seemed but such 

fortune's narrow hand had gave not much 

»re than necessity requires to be 

joyed of every man, whom life makes free 

nature's city; though their bounty showed 

our dim judgments, that they only owed 

schance for those coarse habits, which disguised 

bat once the world at higher rates had prized. 

le worst extreme of time, about the birth 

the sluggish morning, when the crusted earth 

IS tinselled o'er with frost, and each sprig clad 

th winter's wool, I, whom cross Fortune had 

stined to early labors, being abroad, 

t two benighted men, far from the road, 

mdering alone; no skilful guide their way 

"ecting in that in&ncy of day, 

t the faint beams of glimmering candles, that 

me from our lowly cottage windows, at 

lich marks they steered their course: one of them 

bore 
s boy, an in&nt.then, which knew no more 
m nature's untrod paths. These, having spied 
through the morning's mists, glad of a guidc^ 



70 PHARONNIDA. Book h 

Though to a place whose superficial view 

Lent small hopes of retief, went with me to 

Mine own poor home; where, with such coarse dieap 

fare 
As must content us that but eat to bear 
The burthens of a life, refreshed, they take 
A short repose; then, being to forsake 
Their new found host, desire with us to leave 
The child, till time should some few days bereave 
Of the habiliments of light We stood 
Not long to pari, but, willing to do good 
To strangers so distressed, were never by 
Our poverty once tempted to deny. 
My wife, being then a nurse, upon her takes 
The pretty charge, and veith our own son makes 
Him fellow-commoner at the full breast. 
And partner of the ciudle's quiet rest 
Now to depart, one that did seem to have 
The nearest relation to the infimt gave 
Him first this jewel, (at which word they showed 
One which upon Argalia was bestowed 
By those that left him), then, that we might be 
Not straitened by our former poverty. 
Leaves us some gold, by which we since have been 
Enabled to maintain him, though not in 
That equipage, which we presume unto 
His birth (although to us unknown) is due. 
This done, wi^ eyes that lost Iheir light in tean. 
They take their leaves ; since when, those days to yean 



Are growii» in which we did again expect 
They shoidd vetiini; but whether *t be neglect 
Or else iHpciinbiHty detain 
Them from his sight, our care hath squ^ in vam.^ 

^ Having thus pkinly heard as much as Fate 
Had yet of him discovered, I, that kte 
Desired him fat his own, now Ibr the sake 
Of 's frioidi, (whatever they were), resolved to take 
Hini from that barren rudeness, and transplant 
So choice a shp where he might know no want 
Of education; with some labor, I 
Having obtained him, till virility 
Bendered him fit for nobler action, stayed 
Him always with me, when my love obeyed 
His reason; and then, in the quest of what 
Confined domestics do but stumble at*-* 
Exotic knowledge, with this noble youth. 
To whom his love grew linked, like spotless truth 
To perfect virtue, sent him to pursue 
His wished design, from whence this interview 
First took its &tal rise :"«»*And here the lord. 
That a more lull discovery might afford 
Them yet more wonder, shows the jewel to 
Sparta's pleased prince; at whose most serious view 
The skilfullest lapidaries, judging it. 
Both for its worth and beauty, only fit 
To sparJ^le in the glorious cabinet 
Of some gr^t queen, sueh value on it set. 
That all conclude the owner of *t must be^ 
Some foiling star, i' the night of royalty. 
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From honor's sphere, the glories of a crown 
To vaunty the centre of our fears, dropt down. 

And now the court, whose brightest splendor in 
These fotal changes long eclipsed had been» 
Resumes its lustre; which to elevate, • 
With all the pleasures of a prosperous state^ 
For that contracted span of time designed 
For th* prince's stay, fieincies are racked to find 
New forms of mirth, such— whose invention might 
Inform the ear, whilst they the eye delight. 
All which, whilst to the less concerned they lent 
A flux of joy, yet lost their first intent — 
To please the princess; who from mirth did move 
Ecceutrical, since first inflamed with love^ 
Which did soon fi*om her fancy's embryoa grow 
A large limbed tyrant; when, prepared to go. 
She sees Argalia, who, engaged to attend 
The ambassadors, here soon had put an end 
To what, e'en from those unto love unkind^ 
Must now force tears ere it a period find. 

Tliat time expired— ordained to terminate 
Her father's stay, and so that splendid state 
That yet adorned the princess' court, to show 
How much he did for 's fh)ntier8' safety owe 
Unto those moving citadels — a fleet. 
His mandates call each squadron for to meet 
Within Lepanto, in whose harbours lay 
Those ships that were ordained for a convey 
To the Calabrian's messengers; who now» 
With all that love or honor could allow 
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To noble gtzangen, being attended by 

The brightest glories of two courts, draw nigh 

A royal fleet, whose glittering streamers lent 

Dull waves the beauties of a firmament: 

Amongst which numbers, one, too stately &r 

For rough encounters of de&cing war. 

Whose gilded masts their crimson sails had spread 

In silken flakes, advanced her stately head. 

High as where clouds condense, where a light stands. 

Took for a comet by &r distant lands; 

For cabins—where the imprisoned passenger 

Wants air to breathe, she 's stored with rooms that were 

So &ir without, and yet so large within, 

A Persian sophi might have revelled in 

Their spacious hulks. To this, Molarchus, he 

Whom greatness, joined to known ability. 

Had made Sicilians admiral, invites 

The royal train; where, with whatever delights 

(Although invention all her stock had spent) 

Could be upon that liquid element 

Prepared— their welcome; whilst, at every bowl 

A healtli inters, the full-mouthed cannons troul 

A peal of thunder, which in white waves drowned. 

The softer trumpets do their dirges sound. 

Now in the full career of mirth, whilst all 
Their thoughts in perpendiculars did &11 
From honor's zenith, none incurvated 
With common cares— parents that might have bred 
A sly suspicion ; whilst neglective mirth 
Keeps all within, from their deep bed t)f earth 
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Molarchus hoisti hit aiichars» whilit that all 
The reat lay itil], expecting when his caU 
Commands their senrice: but whoi they beheld 
His spread sails with a nimble gale were swelled; 
An oppressed slave, which lay at rest before. 
Was, with stretched limbs, tugging his finny ok; 
Conceiving it but done to show the prince 
That gally's swiftneis, let that thought convince 
Fcar*s weak suggestions, and, invited by 
Their tempting mirth, still safe at anchor lie. 

But now, when they not only saw the night 
Draw sadly on, but what did more affright 
Their loyal souls— <the distant vessel, by 
Doubling a cape, lost to the sharpest eye. 
For hateful treason taxing their mistake. 
With anchors cut and sails spread wide they make 
Tlie lashed waves roar. Whilst those enclosed within 
The galley, by her unknown speed had been 
Far more deceived — being so far conveyed. 
Ere care arrives to tell them they're betrayed 
Through mirth's neglective guards. Who now, in haste 
With anger raised, in vain those flames did waste 
In wild attempts to force a passage to 
The open decks, whither, before withdrew 
Molarchus was; who now prepared to give 
That treason birth, whose hated name must Uve 
In bloody lines of infiuny. Before 
They could expect it, opening wide the door 
That led them forth, the noble captives fly 
To seek revenge ; but^ being encountered by 
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.An armed crewy SO fierce a fi^t begiOf 

That nig^'s Mack mantle ne'er was Hned witlmi 

^ith augbt more hcmrid; in which bloody Dray, 

The subtle traitor, valiant to betray — 

Though abject else, unnoted, seizing on 

The unguarded princess, from their rage is gonCi 

Through night's black mask, with that rich prize iutp 

A boat, that, placed for that design, was drew 

Near to the galley; whose best wealth being now 

Thus made their own, no more they study how 

So save the rest— all which for death designed, 

The conquered rebels soon their safety find 

From other boats, but first, that all but she 

O'the royal train secured by death might be« 

So large a leak in the brave vessel make, 

lliat thence her womb soon too much weight did take 

For her vast hulk to wield, which, sinking now, 

No safety to her royal guests allow. 

The ship tlius lost, and now no throne but waves 
Left the Sicilian prince, just Heaven thus saves 
His sacred person : — Amongst those that fought 
For timely safety, nimble strength had brought 
Argalia and his following friend so near 
One of the boats, in which, secured from fear^ 
The rebels sailed, that now they both had took 
A hold so sure, that, tJiough their foes forsook 
Their oani to hinder % spite of all their forces 
Argalia enters; which, a sad divorce 
From life, as he by strength attempts to rise 
From foiling wounds, unhappily denies 
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The valiant Aphron; who, by death betrayed 
From time and strength, had now left none to aid 
His friend, but those attending virtues, that. 
Ne'er more than now, for th* world to wonder at. 
Brave trophies built. With such a sudden rage. 
As all his foes did to defence engage. 
Those bolder souls that durst resist, he had 
From their disordered robes of flesh unclad ; 
Which horrid sight forced the more fearful to 
Such swift submission, that, ere fear outgrew 
His hope, assisted by that strength which bought 
Their lives' reprieve, their oars reversed had broagfat 
Him back t' the place, in which the guilty flood 
Was stained with fair Sicilians noblest blood. 

Assisted by those silver streams of light 
The full-&ced moon shot through the swarthy night 
On the smooth sea, he first his course directs 
Toward one, whose robe, studded with gems, reflect! 
Those feeble rays, like new fallen stars; he there 
Finds Sparta's prince, then sinking from the sphere 
Of mortal greatness in the boundless deep» 
To calm life's cares in an eternal sleep. 
From unexpected death, the grave's most grim 
And ghastly tyrant, having rescued him ; 
With as much speed, as grief's distractions, joined 
To night's confusion, could give leave, to find 
More friends, before that all were swallowed by 
The sea, he hastes; when, being by chance bcoughi 
nigh 
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Dead Aphron*8 fiither, to be partner in 
Ilieir cares, ^ho, as they only saved had been 
To mourn the rest, he from the rude sea saves 
Him, to be drowned in sorrow's sable waves. 

Now in the quest of that deserving Ion)* 
Whose goodness did to*s infancy a£ford 
Life's best of comforts— education, he. 
To balk that needless diligence, might see 
^t one large draught the wide waves swallow all 
iVIio vainly did till that sad minute call 
To Heaven for help; which dismal sight, beheld 
By those that saved by accident, expelled 
rheir own just fears— -for them to entertain 
\a just a grief. Their needful time in vain 
Diey spend no longer in their search, but, though 
Unwieldy grief yet made their motion slow, 
laste/rom that horrid place, where each must leave 
>uch valued friends. Numbers that did receive 
rheir blood, descended to nobility, 
^rom th* royal spring, here tlie grieved jmnce might see 
ulerred in the ocean; the Epirot lord, 
lis late found son, whom love could scarce afford 
k minute's absence; nor's Argalia less 
Sngaged to grief— to leave whom the distress 
>f *• youth relieved; but what from each of these 
Sorrowed some streams of sorrow, to appease 
k. grief which since so many floods hath cost- 
lie noble Aminander here was lost 

Rowed with such speed as their desire, joined to 
lu^ fear which from the conquered rebels drew 
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A swift obedience, being conducted by 

A friendly light, their boat is now drawn nigh 

A rocky island; in whose harbour they 

Found where the boat that had outsailed them lay* Ilk 

Drawn near the shore: but all the passengen n 

Being gone, the sight of that alone confers U 

No other comfort than to inform them that } 

The ravished princess had been landed at 

That port; which by their sailors they are told 

Belongs unto a castle, kept to hold 

That idand, though but one unnoted town, 

T' the scarce known laws of the Sicilian crown. 

This heard b' the prince, who formerly had knowB 
That castle's strength, being vexed (although htsown) 
That now 'twas such ; leaving the vessel, they« 
Protected by night's heaviest shades, convey 
Themselves into a neighbouring cottage, where 
The prince, who now externally did bear 
No forms of greatness, left to his repose. 
Argalia, whikt night's shadows yel did close 
Discovering eyes, hastes back t' Hie harbour; whCBoe, 
To give the royal fleet intelligeBoe 
C the king's distress, he sends forth afl but one. 
Whose stoutness had best made his valour knowDt 
Of tiiose which, con<]piered by his sword, are mw 
By bounty made too much his own, to aUow 
£*en slight suspicion room. This being done. 
That valour, though widi love 'twere winged, ought luh 
On no rash precipice, assisted by 
That riulful seamaoy from some ships duit lie 



Neglected^ *eBtiii by tine de»iyed» he takei 
^ mach o* tiie tedding, at of that he mtket 
I^adden of length mAcient to eeoeiid 
t^he castle walls; which, hating to deiend 
l^hem nought but slate security, is done 
M^ith so much ease, that what's so well begun 
^They boldly second, and first entering in 
A tower, (which had b' the prudent (bunder been 
fiuilt to conunand the haven's mouth, which lay 
Too low for th* castle), where, when come, all tiiey 
Pound to resist— is one poor sentry, bound 
In sleeps which soon by death is made more sound* 

To lodge the prince in that sale place, before 
His actite valour yei attempted more. 
The gates secured that led t' the castle. He, 
Protected by tiiftt night's obscurity^ 
By a concealed smaU sally-port is to 
Its strength soon brought; when now prepared to view- 
More dreadiul daagere, in such habit dad. 
As by the out-guard's easy error had. 
Soon as a seedier, gave him entrance, come 
T the hail he is: there being infonsrad by some 
O' the drowsy guards, where his pretended speed 
Might find Maiarchus, to.peffocm a deed* 
Tluft Mure age% (if that honor's fire 
Lose not its light), shall worthily admire. 
His valour hastes :**Witlun a room,«-^hQse prate 
Of art, though great, was far more glorified 
By that bright lustre the spectatxNS saw. 
Through sormw^s clouds^ in ftir Pharonnida,^ 
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He finds the impious villain, heightened isi 
His late success to such rude acts of sin. 
That servile baseness, the low distance whence 
He used to look, grew saucy impudence. 

Inflamed Argalia, who at once beholds 
Objects to which the soul enlarged unfolds 
Its passions in the various characters 
Of love and anger, now no more defers 
The execution of his rage, but in 
So swift a death, as if his hand had been 
Guided by lightning, to Molarchus sent 
His life's discharge; which, with astonishment^ 
Great as if by their evil angels all 
Their sins had been displayed, did wildly fall 
Upon his followers; whom, ere haste could save^ 
Or strength resist, Argalia^s sword had gave 
Such sudden deaths, that, whilst amazement reigned ' 
0*er all, he from the heedless tumult gained 
That glorious prize — the royal lady; who. 
In all assaults of fears, not lost unto 
Her own clear judgment, as a blessing sent 
From Heaven, (whilst her base foes confusion lent 
That action safety), follows that brave friend. 
Whose sword redeemed her, till her journey's end» 
Through threatening dangers, brought her to that place 
Where, veith such passi<Hi as kind wives embrace 
Husbands returned from bondage, she is by 
Her fether welcomed into liberty, 

Tlius rescued, whilst exalted rumors swelled 
To such confusion as from sense expelled 
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I safe conduct, whilst each soldier leaves 
aer charge, fear's pale disease receives 
ncnysm:— The fleet, which yet had in 
tfnl quest of their surprised prince been, 
1 hither with the new-bom day, 
reamers round the citadel display ; 
seen by them that, being deluded by 
id Molarchus, to his treachery 
aed their strength, gmlt, the original 
M^ did to defend the platform call 
old endeavour; but, when finding it 
«gly manned for undermining wit 
I'fltrength to force, despairing to 
secure, prompted by fear, they threw 
lyes on mercy; winch calm grace, among 
's other blessings, whilst it leads along 
QCe toward victory, made hb conquest seem— 
came not to punish, but redeem* 



£NO or FOURTH CAMTO* 
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oranto tH^ dFi(t||« 



ARGUMENT. 

The ^tefiil prince, to show how much he loveA 
This noble yonth, whose mentis just reward 

Too great fcnr less abilities had proved. 
Makes him commander of his daughter's g[uard* 

Where seated in the most benign aspect 
Kind love could grant to fidr Pharonniday 

A sacred vision doth her hopes detect. 
Whose waking joys his absence doth withdraw* 

FREED from those dangers which this bold attempt 
Made justly feared, whilst joy did yet exempt 
Those cares, which, when by time concocted, shall 
His kingdom to a general momning call, 
Sparta's pleased prince, with all the attributes 
E'er gratitude learned from desert, salutes 
That noble youth, which, even when hope was spent, 
Kind Heaven had made his safety's instrument. 
By acts of such heroic virtue, that. 
Whilst all the less concerned are wondering at. 
The grateful prince, in all the noble ways 
Of honor, lasting as his life, repays. 
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By whose example the &ir princess tan^ii» 
To shadow love (lier sours most perfect draught) 
hi friendiliip*« veil, so ftee a welcome gave 
The worthy stranger, that all prayer durst crare^ 
Though sacrificed in zeaFs most perfect fire» 
Seemed now from Heaven dropt on his pleased desirCi 
Some days spent here, whilst justice rainly sought 
Fhat treason^s root, whose base production, brought 
[Jnto an unexpected period in 
Vfolarchus' death, with him had buried been 
Fo future knowledge— all confessions, though 
n torments they extracted were, bestow 
Upon their knowledge, being the imperfect shade 
)f supposition, which too weak to invade 
S*en those whose doubtful loyalty looked dim^ 
[*he prudent prince, burying mistrust with hin^ 
.leaving the island with *s trnm^phant fleets 
)n the Sicilian shore prepares to meet 
liat joy in triumph which, a blessing brought^ 
lis loyal subjects with their prayers bad souglsL 
To cure those hot dislemperatures, wluch is 
lis absence had the coort*s quotidian been, 
lie princess* gnard (as being an hooor doe 
'o noble vakmr) having left unto 
Tiat worthy stranger, whose victoriofB hand 
Glared a soul created for comnumd, 
lie prince departs from hia loved dangbCer** coift 
'o joyful Cormth; where, though the resort 
tf such as by their service strove to exprcaa 
n imcorrupted loyaRy made lesa 



64 PHARONNIDA* Bmkh 

Tliat mourniiigy which the kmgdoai*B genenl lov 
Claimed from all hearts, yet, like a sable crosi^ 
AVhich amongst trophies noble conqHerors beai^ 
All did some signs o' the public sorrow wear. 

But leaving these to rectify that state 
This fever shook, return to whom we late 
Left gently calmed— that happy pair, which in 
Desire, the shady porch of love, begin 
That lasting progress, which ere ended shall 
So oft their fate to strong assistance calL 
Some months in happy free delights— before 
Passion got strength enough to dictate wote 
Than Reason could write fair— 4hey 'd spent; in which 
Slumber of fancy, popular love grown rich. 
Soon becomes factious, and engages all 
The powers of nature to procure the &11 
Of the soul's lawful sovereign. Either, in 
Each action of the other's, did begin 
To place an adoration — she doth see 
Whatever he doth, as shining majesty 
Beneath a cloud, or books, wh^e Heaven tranafen 
Their oracles in unknown characters ; 
Like gold yet unrefined, or the adamant 
Wrapt up in earth, he only seemed to want 
Knowledge of worth. Her actions in his sight 
Appear like fire's feigned element, with lights 
But not destruction, armed; like the fair sun. 
When through a crystal aqueduct he 'tli run 
His piercing beams, until grown temperate hy 
That cooling medium^ through humility. 
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Shuns her majestic worth. In either*8 eyes. 
The other seemed to wear such a disguise 
As poets clothed their wandering gods' in, when* 
hi forms disguised they here conversed with men^ 

But long thi» conflict of their passions, ere 
Resisted, lasts not; when, disdained to bear 
Those leaden fetters, the great princess tries 
To quench that fire i* the embryo, ere it rise 
To unresisted blazes^but in vain ; 
What her tears smother are by sighs again 
Blown into flames, such as, since not to be 
By aught extinguished, her sweet modesty 
Strives to conceal, nor did them more betray 
Than by such fugitives as stole away 
Through her fiur eyes, those salliports of love. 
From her besieged heart, now like to prove 
(Had not her honor called the act unjust) 
So feeble to betray her souVs best trust; 
Her flames being not such as each vulgar breast 
Feels in the fires of fancy, when oppressed 
With gloomy discontents; her bright -stars sat 
Enthroned so high, that, like the bays of fate. 
They stopped the current of the stream, and, to 
The sea of honor, love's fresh rivers drew. 

Thus whilst the royal eaglet doth, i* the high 
SubUmer region of bright majesty, 
Upon affection's wings still hover, yet, 
Loath to descend, on th* humble earth doth sit; 
Her worthy lover, like that amorous vine. 
When, crawling o'er the weeds, it strives to twine 
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Embraces with the elm, he rtandi; whilst she 
Desires to bend, but, Uke that love-sick tree. 
By greatness is denied. He that ne'er knew 
A swelling tumor of conceit, nor flew. 
Upon the waxen wings of vain ambition, 
A thought above his own obscure condition. 
Thinks that the princess, by her large respect 
Conferred on him, but kindly doth reflect 
Her father's beams; and, with a reverent zeal 
Sees those descending rays, that did reveal 
Love's embassies, transported on the quick 
Wings of that heart-o'er-coming rhetoric. 
Instructing— that the weakness of his eye. 
Dazzled with beams <^ shining majesty. 
Might, for too boldly gazing on a sight 
So full of glory, be deprived of light; 
Stifling his fancy, till it turned the air 
That fanned his heart to flames, which pale despair 
Chilled into ice soon as he went about 
With them to breathe a storm of passion out*. 
But vain are all these fears— his eagle sight 
Is born to gaze upon no lesser light 
Than that from whence all other beauties in 
The same sphere borrow theirs; he else had beea 
Degenerate from that royal eyrie whence 
He first did spring, although he fell from thence 
Unfledged, the growing pinions of his fisime 
Wanting the purple tincture of his name 
And titles — both unknown; yet shall he fly. 
On bii own mentis strength, a pitch as high. 



:h not so boldly claimed, and such as slialT 
ice the Messing, when the dull mists fell 
truth's benighted eyes, whispering in 
iFs pleased ear-Hier passion did begin 
t all the constellations of her fate, 
in the zenith of bright honor, sat; 
t his, depressed by adverse fortune, in 
nadir lay— even to his hopes unseen, 
ilst this enthean fire did lie concealed 
lifferent curtains, least, by being revealed^ 
Srte, which could not quench it, should to death 
lall their hopes— burned in the angry breath 
incensed father; whilst the fair 
mida was striving to repair 
nkefiil ruins of the day, within 
*d, whose down of late by love had been 
rted into thorns, she having paid 
stless tribute of her sorrow, staid 
jathe a while in broken slumbers, such 
h short blasts cool feverish brains; but much 
svas in hers— A strong pathetic dream, 
ing by enigmas nature's stream, 
liovecing through the portals of her mind 
in phantastic wings, at length did find 
limmerings of obstructed reason, by 
;hter beam of pure divinity 
ito supernatural hght, whose rays 
ch transcended roason's, as the day's 
lortal fires, fiuth apprehends to be 
th the glimmerings of divinity. 
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Her unimpriBoned soul, disrobed of all 
Terrestrial thoughts, (like its original 
In heaven, pure and immaculate), a fit 
Companion did for those bright angels sit. 
Which the gods made their messengers to bear 
This sacred truth, seemmg transported where,, 
Fixed in the flaming centre of the world. 
The heart o' the microcosm, 'bout which are hurled 
The spangled curtains of the sky, within 
Whose boundless orbs, the circling planets spin 
Those threads of time, upon whose strength rely 
The ponderous burthens of mortality: 
An adamantine world she sees, more pure. 
More glorious far than this, — framed to endure 
The shock of dooms-day*s darts, in which remains 
The better angels of what earth contains. 
Placed there to govern all our acts, and be 
A medium *twixt us and eternity. 
Hence Nature, from a labyrinth half above» 
Half underneath, that sympathetic love. 
Which warms the world to generation, sends. 
On unseen atoms; each small star attends 
Here for his message, which received, is by 
Their influence to the astral faculty 
That lurks on earth communicated; hence 
Informing Forma sends intelligence 
To the material principles of earth — 
Her upper garments, nature's second birth. 

Upon each side of this large frame, a gate 
Of difiTerent use was placed— At one there sat 
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A sprightly yOuth» whose angeFs form delights 
Eyes dumned with age» whose blandishments invites 
Infants i* the womb to court their woe, and be 
By his false shape tempted to misery. 
MiUions of thousands swarm about him, though 
Diseases do each minute strive to throw 
Them from his presence; since, being tempted by 
His flattering form, all court it, though they lie 
On beds of thorns to look on 't, saving some 
More wretched malecontents, that hither come 
With^ouls so sullen, that, whilst Time invites 
Them to his joys, they shun those smooth delights* 
This, the world's favorite, had a younger brother 
Of different hue, each more unlike the otlier 
Then opposite aspects ; antipathy 
Within their breast, though they were forced to be 
Almost inseparable, dwelt. This fiend 
A passage guarded, which at the other end 
O' the spacious structure stood; betwixt each gate 
Was pljaced a labyrinth, in whose angles sat 
The Vanities of life, attempting to 
Stay death's pale harbingers, but that black clew. 
Time's dusky girdle. Fate's arithmetic, 
Grie&, slow, snail-paced, Joys more than eagle-quick,-— 
That chain whose links composed of hours and days» 
Thither at length spite of delay conveys 
The slow paced steps of time. There always stood 
Near him one of the triple sisterhood. 
Who, with deformity in love, did send 
Him troops of servants, hourly to attend 
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Upon his harsh commandsy which he, from all 
Society of flesh, without the wall, 
Down a dark hill conveyed; at whose foot stood 
An ugly lake, black as that horrid flood, 
Gods made by men did fear. Myriads of boats. 
Oh the dark surface of the water floats. 
Containing passengers, whose different hue. 
Tell them that from the walls do treml>ling riew 
Their course— -that there 'sno age of man to be 
Exempted from that powerful tyranny. 

A tide, which ne*er shall know reflux, beyond 
The baleiiil stream, unto a gloomy strond. 
Circled with black obscurity, conveys 
Each passenger, where their torn chain of days 
Is in eternity peeked up. Between 
These different gates, the princess having seen 
Life's various scenes wrought to a method by 
Disposing angels, on a rock more high 
Than nature's common surface, she beholds 
The mansion house c^ Fate, which thus unfolds 
Its sacred mysteries: — A trine within 
A quadrate placed, both tl!ose encompassed in 
Aperfect circle, was its form; but what 
Its matter was— for us to wonder at— 
Is undiscovered left; a tower there stands 
At every angle, where Time's fatal hmds. 
The impartial Parcse, dwell.— P the first she sees 
Clothe, the kindest of the Destinies, 
From immaterial essences to cull 
The seeds of life^ and of them frame the wool 
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lesit to fpin; about her fly 
of fouls that yet want fleih to lie 
with their fanctioius in, whose strength bestows 
ver by which num ripe for misery grows. 
t of objects was that glorious tower, 
hat swift fingered nymph that spares no hour 
»rtal*s service, draws the various threads 
I several lengths— to weary beds 
lEtending some, whilst others in 
ancy are broke; some blacked in sin, 
he favorites of heaven, from whence 
igin, candid with innocence; 
rpled in afflictions, others dyed 
ine pleasures; some in glittering pride^ 
adorn the earth, whilst others wear 
leformity; but knots of care 
d was wholly freed from. Next to this 
ious tower was placed that black abyas 
All Atropos, the baleful seat 
and horror; in each room replete 
y damps, loud groans, and the sad sight 
pim ghosts— those terrors of the night, 
the last stage that the winding clew 
in lead mortality unto, 
) the dreadful porter, which let in 
B sent thither by destructive Sin. 
firm basis, on all these depends 
pyramid, to which each sends, 
t from nature's treasury to Fame*s 
n hand. The hollow room with names 
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And empty sounds was only filled, of those 

For whom the Destinies *dained to compose 

Their fiurest threads; as if but bom to die — 

Here all Ephemeras of report did fly 

On feeble wings, till, being like to fall. 

Some faintly stick upon the slimy wall. 

Till the observant antiquary rents 

Them thence to live in paper monuments; 

In whose records they are preserved to be— 

The various censures of posterity. 

r the upper room, as favorites to Fate, 

There only Poets, rich in fancy, sat; 

In that beneath — Historians, whose records 

Do themes unto those pregnant wits afford; 

Yet both preparing everlasting bays 

To crown their glorious dust, whose happy days 

Were here spent well. Beneath these, covered o'er 

With dim oblivion's shadows, myriads more. 

Till dooms-day shall the gaudy world undress. 

Lay huddled up in dark forgetfiilness. 

All which, as objects not of worth to cast 

A fixed eye on, the princess' genius past 

In heedless haste, until obstructed by 

Visions, that thus fixed her soul's wandering eye. 

A light, as great as if that dooms-day's^ flame 

Were for a lamp hung in the court of Fame, 

Directs her — where on a bright thrcme there sat 

Sicilia's better Genius: her proud state 

(Courted by all earth's greatest monarchs) by 

Three valiant knights supported was, whose high 



FHARONNIDA. 9S 

isdainmg a reward less great, 

lal hopes aimed at the royal seat; 

nee all could not gaui, betwixt her three 

^hters both her crown and dignity 

y bestowed, by giving one 

of them. When the divided throne 

»ch angle fixed a diadem, 

D thus proceeds :.-iThe royal stem 

e her father's croven, to view first brings 

1 firuit — a glorious race c^ kings, 

he founder of their fame, their rear 

by her fiatther up; next, those that bear 

lonored arms, the royal train 

ng in Zcnranza; this linked chain 

> an end, the princes that had swayed 

sceptre, fill the scene, till, stayed 
!pirof 8 sword, their conquered crown 
ed Grelon's hoary head dropt down 

Zoranza*s feet This she beholds 
miration, whilst hid truth unfolds 
plainer objects: — The distressed 
prince again appears, but dressed 
r pilgrim's weed; in' s hand he leads 

boy, in whose sweet look she reads 
*« lectures; but whilst gazing on 

till lost in admiration, 
m &te he seemed transformed to what 
beheld him, only offering at 
irine his heart to her Id^u There 
bereaved her slumbers, had not iSear 
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Clouded the glorious dreams— A dreadfal iiiiit» 
Black as tlie steams of liell, seenmig to twist 
Its ugly vapors into shades more thick 
Than night-engendering damps, had with a quick 
But horrid darkness veiled the room; to augraent 
Whose terror, a cloud's sulphury bosom, rent 
With dreadful thunder-clf^, darting a bright 
But fearful blaze through the artificial night. 
Lent her so much use of her eyes-— to aee 
Argalia groveling in his blood, which she 
Had scarce beheld ere the malignant flame 
Vanished again— She shrieks, and on his name 
Doth passionately call ; but here no sound 
Startles her ear but hollow groans, which drofwned 
Her soul in a cold sweat of fears. Which ended, 
A second blaze lends her its light, attended 
With objects, whose wild horror did present* 
Her father's ghost, thai seeming to lament 
Her injured honor. In his company 
The slain Laconian's i^irit, which, let free 
From the dark {prison of the cold grave, where 
In rusty chains he lay, was come to bear 
Her to that sad abode; but, as i^ now 
Appeared to sink, a golden cloud did bow 
From heaven's fair arch, in which ArgaHa seemed^ 
Clad in bright armour, sitting, who redeemed 
Her from approaching danger; which being damp 
The darkness vanidbed, and a glorious sun 
Of welcome light diq^layed its beams; by whkiiy , 
A throne the first resemUing» bat mote rick 
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lited glory, to the eye 

I its lustre, where in nuyesty, 

^Is that attend their better faie, 

ler and brave Argalia. — In which static, 

Nurred portals of her soul let fly 

den slumber, whose dear memory 

re within her noble thoughts^ until, 

^ o*er all obstructions, &te fulfil 

ark predictions, whose obscurity 

:en first her souFs affliction be. 

I now the moming*s dews— that cool allay 

nures the fevers of the intemperate day/-* 

rified to air, the princess, to 

: her joy in private thoughts, withdrew 

irthensome society within 

grove*s cool shadowsu^what had been 
nighf s joy to recollect In which 
\il task, whilst memory did enrich 
es of fancy, to divert the stream 
^hts, intentive only on her dream* 
enters, with a speed that showed 

some supreme commander owed 

igence; but, when arrived so near 

thold, stopped with a reverent lear» 

is intrusion on her privacies 

iffle passion, which now floating lies 

n stream of thoughts. He stays till she 

x>mmands gave fi-e^ activity 

esires, then with a lowly grace, 

I to which Fride*s haughty sons gave jplace. 
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For native sweetness, he on *s knee presents 

A packet from her father, whose contents. 

If love can groan beneath a greater curse 

Than dca^ration, made her sufferings worse 

Than fear could represent them~*twas expressed 

In language that not wholly did request. 

Nor yet command consent; only declare 

His royal will, and the paternal care 

He bore his kingdom^s safety, which could be 

By nought confirmed more than affinity 

With the Laconian prince, whose big tame stood 

Exalted in a spacious sea of blood, 

On honor's highest pyramid. His hand 

Had made the triple-headed spot of land 

One of her stately promontories bow 

Beneath his sword, and with his sceptre now 

He at the other reaches; which, if love 

But gently smile on*8 new-bom hopes, and pro\'e 

Propitious as the god of war, his &te 

Climbs equal with his wishes. But too late 

That slow-paced soldier bent his forces to 

Storm that &ir virgin citadel, which knew. 

Ere his pretences could a parley call. 

Beneath what force that royal fort must ialL 

Enclosed within this rough lord's letter, she 
Received iris picture, which informed her he 
Wanted dissimulation (that worst part 
Of courtship) to put complements of art 
On his effigies; his stem brow far more 
Glorying i' the scars, than in the crown be wore ^ 
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His active youth made him retaiuer ta 
The court of Mars, something too long to sue 
For entrance into Love's; like mornings clad 
In grizzled frosts, ere plump-cheeked Autumn hadi 
Shorn the glebe's golden locks, some silver hairs 
Mixed with his black appeared; his age despairs. 
Not of a hopeful heir, nor could his youth 
Promise much more ; the venerable truth 
Of glorious victories, that stuck his name 
For ornament i'the frontispiece of fame,. 
Together with his native greatness, wcfc 
His orators to plead for love: but where 
Youth, beauty, valor^ and a soul as brave. 
Though not known great as his, before had gave 
Love's pleasing wounds, fortune's neglected gain. 
In fresh assaults, but spends her strength in vain. 
With as much ease as souls, when ripened by 
A well spent life, haste ta eternity. 
She had sustained this harsh encounter, though 
Backed with her other's threats, did it not show 
More dreadful yet— in a command which must 
Call her Argalia from his glorious trust; 
Her guardian to a separation in 
An embassy to him, whose hopes had been 
Her new-created fears. Which sentence read 
By the wise lady, though her passions bred 
A sudden tumult, yet her reason stays 
The torrent, till Argalia, who obeys 
The strictest limits of observance to 
Her he adored, being reverently withdrew, 
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Enlarged her sorrow in so loud a tone* 

That ere he *8 through the winding labyrinth gone 

So far, but that he could distinctly hear 

Her sad complaints, they thus assault his ear:^-* 

** Unhappy soul! bom only to infuse 
Pearls of delight with vinegar, and lose 
Content for honor; is 't a sin to be 
Bom high, that robs me of my liberty? 
Or is 'tthe curse of greatness to behold 
Virtue through such false optics as unfold 
No splendor, less from equal orbs they shine? 
What heaven made free, ambitious men confine 
In regular degrees. Poor love must dwell 
Within no climate but what's parallel 
Unto our honored births; the envied fate 
Of princes oft these burthens finds from state. 
When lowly swains, knowing no parentis voice 
A negative, make a free happy choice." — 
And here she sighed; then with some drops, distilled 
From Love'a most sovereign elixir, filled 
The crystal fountains of her eyes, which e'er 
Dropped down, she thus recals again — ^**'But ne'er, 
Ne*er, my Argalia, shall these fears destroy 
My hopes of thee: Heaven ! let me but enjoy 
So much of all those blessings, which their birth 
Can take from frail mortality; and earth» 
Contracting all her curses, cannot make 
A storm of danger loud enough to shake 
Me to a trembling penitence; a curse. 
To make the horror of my suffering worse. 
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Sent in a faflver^s name^ like vengeance fell 

From angry Heaven, upon my head may dwell 

In an eternal f^san, — my honored naiM 

With pale disgrace may languish,— busy ilime 

My reputation spot,— affection be 

Termed uncommanded lust, — sharp poveity. 

That weed which kills the gentle flower of love» 

As the result of all these ills, may prove 

My greatest misery, — unless to find 

Myself unpitied. Yet not so unkind 

Would I esteem this mercenary band. 

As those far more malignant powers that stand. 

Armed with dissuasions, to obstruct the way 

Fancy directs; but let those souls obey 

Their harsh commands, that stand in fear to shed 

Repentant tears: I am resolved to tread 

These doubtful paths, through all the shades of fear 

That now benight them. Love! with pity hear 

Thy suppliant's prayers, and when my clouded eyes 

Shall cease to weep, in smiles I '11 sacrifice 

To thee such offerings, that the utmost date 

Of Death's rough hands shall never violate.'* 

Whilst our fair virgin sufferer was in 
This agony, Argalia, that had been 
Attentive as an envied tyrant to 
Suspected counsels, from her language drew 
So much, that that pure essence, which informs 
His knowledge, shall in all the future storms 
Of fate protect him, fi*om a fear that did 
Far more than death afflict, wliilst love lay hid 
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In honor*8 upper region. Now, whilst she 
Cahnly withdraws, to let her cmnforts be-~ 
Hopes of *s return, his latest view forsook 
His soul*s best comfort, who hath now betook 
Herself to private thoughts; where, with what r< 
Love can admit, I leave her, and him blest 
In a most prosperous voyage, but happier far 
In being directed by so bright a star. 



END OF FIRST BOOK. 
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BOOK II. 



eanto tbe dPitr6t 



ARGUMENT. 

Still wakeful gniltt Almaozor's rebel sia. 

Taking advantage of unguarded mirth. 
Which now without mistrust did reYel in 

The princess* court, gives thence new treason birtlk 

By treachery seized, and through night's shades oonveyedy 

She had for eyer in this storm been lost. 
Had not its rage by such rude hands been staid. 

That safety near as much as danger cost. 

FHESE hell-engendered embryoes, which had long 
Lay hid within Almanzor^s breast, grown strong, 
^ow for delivery strive; clandestine plots, 
EUpened with age and lost, dissolve the knots 
iVherein his fear had fettered them, and fly 
Beyond the circle of his loyalty. 
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Siuce his deserts made him a stranger to 
His princess' court, he *d Uved like those that do 
Fly that pursuing vengeance which attends 
A rebel's acts, seen only to such friends. 
Whose blemished honor suffering in his fall. 
Assist his rising, though they venture all 
By that unlawful act, on paths that may 
Precipitate to ruin. The dark way 
Had long been sought for, consultations did 
Whisper rebellion in soft airs» forbid 
To live in louder language, until, like 
Inevitable thunder, it could strike 
As swift, as secret, and as sure as those, 
'Heaven's anger hurls through all that durst oppose. 

In all the progress of that dark design. 
Whose unseen engines strove to undermine 
That power, which since Heaven doth in kings infuse, 
None but unhallowed rebels durst abuse, 
Time^ treason's secret midwife, did produce 
No birth hke this. — Such friends, as often use 
Had taught him their soul's characters, he makes 
Sharers of 's g^t; but, whilst be troubled takes 
A care to fit each smaller wheel unto 
This fatal engine, those black powers, that do 
Aflsist such dark designs, a moving vgiixit 
Supply it with. Although Almanzor*» merit 
Purchased few fViends, yet had his ten«ptiiig g<4d 
Corrupted some, *mongst which it surest hold 
Upon Amphibia took; a lady who. 
Before Florenza*s sweeter virtues drew 
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Her &yor to a better object, swayed 

The princess* choice affections; she, betrayed 

By ghttering charms, persuades her thoughts — no deed 

For guilt is branded, whose attempts may feed 

Ambition^s malice, and at one blow give 

Envy and ayarice a hope to Uve, 

Pleased with their ruin, whose £ur merits dwell 

High in those thoughts from whence she justly felL 

To wreak revenge unto as large exteat 
As hate could wish, what hell could ne*er invent 
Without assistance of a female wit— 
Man*s first betrayer--all that seemed but fit 
From trea8(Hi*8 close embrace to propagate 
Revenge, she lights him. What, though close as &te 
When parling with the destinies, is by 
Her counsel acted, swift as stories fly 
From vulgar tongues, her treachery makes known 
To the bold rebel; whose intenticms grown 
Hence ripe for action, when his secret guilt 
A strong retreat had for rebellion built. 
By laying the foundation of *t in those 
Who, since by want or envy made the foes 
T* the public peace, are soon persuaded by 
Their princess* &11 to cure that malady. 

This platform laid-HKune, whose wise valour he 
By practice knew adorned with secrecy. 
Amongst the number of his guilty friends^ 
Selected in its first attempt, attends 
Treason*s dark walks, which, new more secret by 
Night*s dismal shadows made, had brooglit them uigh 
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The princess' palace. Through the hemisphere's 

Dark curtain now the big bulked roof ai^[>earB» 

And dappled windows showed their several light* 

Like rich enamel in the jet of night 

All rocked in sweet security 4faey found 

By fate's false smiles, triumphant mirth had crowned 

The glorious train, ^hose height of joy could taste 

No poison of suspicion, each embraced 

His free delights, yet feared no^nake should lie 

Lurking within those flowers. Amidst which high 

Divine flames of enthean joy, to her 

That levelled had their way, a messenger 

Makes known their near approach; for which before 

She had prepared, and veiled the pavement o'er 

In thin* but candid dnnocence. Accurst 

By all that e'er knew virtue! oh, howilurst 

Thy envy turn these comic scenes into 

So red a tragedy as must ensue 

Thy guilt's stenography, which thus writes -&te 

In characters of blood! But now too late 

^Tis to repent; when punishment wrought &ir 

Shows thy foul crimes, thou only may!st despaic 

Leaving this fiend to hatch her vipers here. 
Let's breathe awhile, although in full career, 
Stay on the brow o' the precipice to view 
The court's full joys; which, being arrived uiit» 
Their zenith, seemed, to fate-discerning eyes* 
Like garlands wore before a sacrifice. 
The comucopiae, from the tables now 
Removed by full-fed rurals, did allow 



L PHARONNIBA. 105 

for discourae, as much as modest mirth 

stretch her wings; crowned cups gave lusty birth 

tive-sports; the hearth's warm bounties flame 

lofky piles, and in their pcide became 

iistre of the roof. To glorify 

h yet imperfect festival, the eye 

lent to this large body U^t divine^ 

nnida, at whose adored shrine 

sacrifices offered were, iqppears 

n the hall, and with her presence clears 

supercilious brow, — if herpes to see • 

*s now enjoyed suffered such there to be. 

trincess on her honored throne reposed^ 

cy-tempting music first unclosed 

vinding portals of the soul; which done, 

iwains, whose time-4irected knowledge won 

tion with credulity, by turn » 

i*s annals sung, and from the urn 

w almost foargotten truth did raise 

fame— 4hofle branches of eternal bays: 

h sober mirth, preparatives unto 

active sports, OMitinuing, whilst the new 

1 of treason was disguising in 

ik ordained to candy o*er their sin. 

Id those pills of poison with delight^ 

trew with roses deadly aconite, 

K)w drawn near an end, when from without 

rmuring noise of several sounds about 

alace gates was heard ; which suddenly^ 

Iving to an antic harmony^ 
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Proclaims their entrance, whose first solemn si^t* 
In dreadful shapes, mixed terror with delight 

In the black front of that alow march appears 
A train, whose difference boitfa in sex and years 
Had spoke coniusion» if agreement in 
Their acclamation had no prologue been. 
A dance, where method in disorder lay. 
Where each seemed out, though all their rules obey, 
Was first in different measures trod; which done. 
Twelve armed viragoes, whose strange habit wcin 
More admiration than their beauty, led 
As many captive satyrs; in the head 
O* the Amazonian troop, a matron, by 
Two younger nymphs supported till oome nigh 
Pharonnida's bright throne, presents the rest*^ 
Her issue; who externally exprest 
So many fair-souled virtues, bom to be 
Protectors of their mother — Chastity, 
Who wants their help, although supported by 
Her weaker daughters-^Fear and Modesty. 

Those obscene vices, whose rude hands liekray 
Nature's deformities forced to obey 
Their brave opposing virtues, did appear 
rthe captive satyrs; who being now brought near^ 
A dreadful music *s heard without, whose sound 
Did gentler airs in their finrt births confound. 
Which being a signal to that act of blood 
That soon ensues, whilst all expecting stood 
Some happier change, the &]se viragoes drew 
Sheir swords, and with a speedy ftiry slew 
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The gtrtigf Ulig knigbti, who thus disguised had bc«ii. 
With the more horror to be murthered in 
Their royal nwtrefls' sight, whose shrieks did tell— 
What trembling guests within her breast did dwell. 

Sudden and crue] was the act ; yet stands 
Not treason here ; but whilst their purpled hands 
Yet reeked in blood, their guilty souls to stain 
With blacker sins, her weak defenders slain^ 
Rush toward the trembling princess, who now lies 
Betrayed by the soulls janitors— her eyes. 
To passions insupportable, which grown 
A burthen to her spirits, all were flown 
T the porch of death for rest. If souls new fled 
From tainted bodies, that have surfeited 
On studied sins, could be discerned when they. 
Unarmed with penitence, are hurled away 
By long-armed fiends — less pale, less horrid would 
Their guilty looks appear. Confusion could 
Not live in livelier emblem; each appears 
To fly the danger, but about him bears 
Its pale effects ->80 passengers forsake 
A sinking ship; such strong convulsions shake 
Surprised forts; 90 dooms-day^s trumpet shall 
Startle the unprepared worldt when all 
Her atoms in their then worn robes shall be 
Ravished in flames to meet eternity. 

The unguarded princess, being by all forsook 
But poor Florenza, both from thence are tooka 
Whilst neither in that horrid agony 
Beheld their danger, and transported by 
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Almanzor to his coach, which near attended 
On his assured success; who now, befriended 
With the protecting darkness, hastes away. 
Swift as desire, with the fair trembling prey. 
Those few opposing friends, whose will was more 
Than power to relieve her, overbore 
By the victorious rebels, did in vain 
Attempt her rescue; which, since fmitleas slain^ 
Her martyrs fall, leaving their lives to be — 
An evidence of dying loyalty. 

Success attends thus iar; but Fortune now 
Left oS to smile on villany, her brow 
Contracted into frowns, she swiftly sent 
This countermand:— Her followers, having spent 
Their own endeavours to no purpose, raise 
In haste the neighbouring villages; nor stays 
The swift alarum, till it had outfled 
The speed Almanzor made. Roused from his bed* 
And warm embraces of his wife, by those 
Which had outrun the danger of thdr foes. 
The drowsy villager in tremblmg haste 
Snatches such arms as former fear had placed 
Fit to defend; with which, whilst horn-pipes call 
In tones more frantic than a bacchinal. 
They stumble to their rendezvous, which none 
But only by the louder cries had known. 

This giddy multitude, which no command 
Knew, but what rage did dictate, hovering stand. 
Like big swoln clouds drove by a doubtftd wind. 
Uncertain where to fell: one cries— behind 
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The greatest danger lies; some like his choice. 

And speedily retreat, until a voice 

More powerful, though from the like judgment sprung. 

Persuades them on again ; some madly rung 

The jarring bells— as &r from harmony 

As their opinions; all ivhich disagree 

About the place ivhence the alarums come: 

One cries — the princess' court; until struck dumb 

By a more terrifying fool that swears-^ 

The next port is surprised, toward which he stares^ 

To see the beacon's blaze, but is from far 

Deceived b' the light of an ascending star. 

So many shapes bear their weak ^cies, that 

All would do something, but there 's none knows what 

In this strange medly of confuaon, they 

That could command, want such as would obey» 

To exercise their power; each thinks his own 

Opinion best, so must perform 't alone. 

Or else remain, as hitherto they had. 

Busy in doing nothing. In which mad 

Fit of distracted fury, like to fight. 

For want of foes, amongst themselves, the night, 

Grown grey with age, foreshowed her death; when 

each. 
Thinking that now he'd done enough to teach 
An active soldier vigilance in spending 
A night abroad, which they will call defending 
Their prince and country from a danger, but 
What 'twas they know not, swearing 't shall be put 
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In the next chronicle, they diminite 
Their ne'er well jointed forces, and a flighty 
Rather than march, t* the sererel hamlete take. 
From whence at first, being scarce half awake, 
Not so much clothed, their heedless haste had sent 
Them only noise and number to augment. 

One troop of this disbanded company. 
Which, though but few, more than could well agree 
To march together, by mistake being cast 
Into a narrow strait, met, as they past. 
The coach that bore the princess, being by those 
That stole her guarded : th^ mad rout oppose 
Their further passage, not because they thought 
Them to be those their ignorance had sought 
In their late meeting— the antipathy 
'Twixt them and th' gentry is enough to be 
That quarrel's parent, whose event shall make 
Their prince and country blessed in their mistake. 

Startled from all his temperate joys with ^is 
Unlooked for remora i' the road of bliss. 
Enraged Almanzor vows to ford the flood 
O' the present danger, or with his own blood 
Augment the stream. With that he flies among 
Those that are nearest of the numerous throng. 
Who, when they found what difierence was bctweca 
Their clubs (blunt as their valours) and. the keen 
Edge of his sword, would have fell back, but are 
Forced on by those behind, who, being far 
From danger, fear it not. Thus some are forced 
To fight, till their unwilling souls, divorced 
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Tiom their cold lodgings, made their peace. But here, 
AVhilst he a conqueror reigns, ingenious fear 
Taught them that durst no nearer come, to do 
Most mischief at a distance ; climbed unto 
The rock*s inequitable clifts, from tiience 
They shower down stones that equally dispense 
Danger *niongst friends and foes. Had she not been 
Defended by her coach, their princess in 
This storm had perished; or, had fear of death 
Unfixed her thoughts, she 'd spent that precious breath 
Now sacrificing in her prayers to be 
From their wild rage delivered safe ; but she. 
Oppressed with lethargies of sorrow, lends 
No ear to this rude tight, on which depends 
So much of fate,— danger appears to lie 
Not more in the disease than remedy. 

Whilst the opposed Almanzor now had near 
Hewed forth his way through all of them, appear 
More company by their loud clamcNrs drew 
Unto their timely aid. Now danger grew 
Horrid and threatening, till the impetuous shower. 
Wetting the wings of the fierce rebel's power. 
Clog all his hopes of flight, unless he leave 
His trembling prey behind him. To bereave 
Him of his last of hopes, he sees his train 
Begin to droop. With those that yet remain 
He thinks it time, whilst undiscovered, to 
Secure himself; whidi difficult to do. 
At length (though not unwounded) he alone 
Breaks through Uieir forces, blest in being unknown; 
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Else had their battered weapons spared to shed 
The blood of others, and had surfeited 
On his, which, adding knowledge to the fire 
Of rage, they had most reason to desire. 

The imsuccessful rebel thus secured 
By speedy flight, his train not long endured 
The circling danger, which from each side sends 
Symptoms so deadly,, all their strength defends 
Not the rude tori^ent,. nor their prayers could calm 
Their foes' stern rage. Sweet mercy's healing balm 
Is the extraction of brave spirits^ wych^ 
By innate valour rarified, enrich 
With that fair gem the triumphs of success. 
Whilst cowards make the victors' glory less— 
Their highest filame of rage being but dull earth 
Fired into tyranny, the spurious birth 
Of a precedent fear,, whose baseness knows 
No calm, but what from others' danger grows. 

And now the field, scoured by the beastly rage 
O' the savage clowns, had left no foe to engage 
A life, nor could their poUcy persuade 
Them to let one survive, till he had made 
The plot discovered. With rude haste they crush 
Their trembling souls out, and all weapons blush 
In part o' the blood ; so many hands had gave 
Them hurtless wounds, tliat the expecting grave 
Needs only take their bones, for madly they 
Had minced their flesh for the vulture's easier prey. 

This victory gained, they haste t' the coach, and thence 
The unknown nrincess take, no large expense 
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Of prayers, poured from Florenza^s fears, could be 
So powerful to obtain civility. 
She tdls them whom their rage profanes, and by 
Their princess* name conjures them; but the high 
Exalted outcries drown her voice, till one. 
Who had the rape of the sad lady known. 
When first performed, did with a louder voice 
Proclaim her there; and, having first, made choice 
Of a more civil company to oppose 
The uncivil clowns, rescues her; and then show» 
How near their heedless rage had cast away 
The glorious prize of that victorious day. 

From feinting slumbers raised, the princess, now 
Secure in their discovery, taught them how 
To turn their fury into zeal, and show. 
By serving her, the allegiance that they owe 
Har royal father. To the palace come. 
Rewarding all, she there commands that some 
Stay for her guard ; but soon that order grew 
A troublesome obedience, none would to 
His cottage whilst that any staid within 
The palace gates.. But long they had not been 
Thus burthensomely diligent, ere, on 
A new design^ each struggles to be gone 
From*s former charge; a messenger is sought. 
Who t& the court must post, but each one thought 
Himself of most ability, so all 
Or none must go; yet, ere the difference fall 
Into a near approaching quarrel, he 
Who rescued her, the princess chose to be 
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Her messenger. Euriolus, (fi»r so 

The youth was called), disdaining to be slow 

Where such commands gave wings, with speed unto 

The court was come; but busy fame outflew 

His eager haste, and ere*s arrival spread 

Some scattered fragments of the news, which bred 

Suspicion of that doubtful truth, from whence 

His message leads to doleful confidence. 



END OF FIRST CANTO. 
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ARGUMENT. 

F'reed from suspicion by a cause that tells 

His injured prince— Almanzor^s guilt exceeds 
His greatest mistrust ; from thence just anger swells. 
Till for that ferer the whole nation bleeds. 

Armies united in a dreadful haste. 
From distant places sad spectators bring. 

To see by fortune justice so defaced— 
The subjects here pursue a conquered king. 

MORE A*8 prudent prince, whose fears had been 

Before this message but like truths wnqpped in 

Dark oracles, now, with a sense enlarged 

Beyond imperfect doubts, no longer charged 

His judgment with dilemmas, but, in all 

The haste indulgent love, when by the call 

Of danger frighted, could procure, without 

Staying to let slow counsel urge a doubt 

Which might but seem a remora unto 

His fixed de^es, having together drew 

His guard, was marching; when, in such a haste 

As breathless speed foreshowed they had been chased 

By some approadiing danger, such as were 

Too full of truth and loyalty to bear 
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Rebellion longer than tlieir thoughts could be 

Eased of the burthen by discovery. 

Arrive at th* court with this sad news — that by 

Almanzor, who» forgetting loyalty. 

Had seized Aldthius' castie, they were drove 

To fly their country, since that there he strove 

To raise an army, by whose strength he might 

To the sword s power subject the sceptre*s right 

By this sad news startled out of his late 
Fixed resolutions, the vexed prince, whose fate 
Had not through all the progress of his reign 
Darted so many plagues, to entertain 
Them now with strength unballast, calls in haste 
His late neglected council, and embraced 
This sudden, but mature advice — that he 
Should with such forces as could soonest be 
Prepared for service, having only seen 
Pharonnida, possess that strait between 
The castle and the mountains ; from whose rude 
Inhabitants, which nature did include 
Within those rocks» rebellion soonest might 
Grow to a dangerous tumor: the dim light 
Of scarce discerned majesty, so far 
Being from them removed, that, least a war 
Enforced him to command their aid, they nc*cr 
Heard of his mandates; being more fit to bear 
The weight of armour on their bodies, than 
Of taxes on estates— so small that, when 
With all the art of industry improved. 
For want were kept, but not for ease beloved. 
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Through paths that no vestigia showed, to these. 
As being retained or lost with greatest ease- 
Since naturally unconstant, comes the king. 
Not much too late, majestic rays did bring 
Props to their wavering faith that yet remained 
Unclad in lawless arms; some being gained 
Unto Almanzor, whose revolt had brought 
That freedom, those, whose subtle plots long sought 
For innovations, wished. The sickly state. 
In sad irruptions— such as future feite. 
From sacred truths, speaks deadly symptoms in— 
Relaxes all that order which had been 
Till now her cement; the soft harmony 
Of peaceful contracts, sadly silenced by 
That discord in whose flames the kingdom burned. 
Had all their measures into marches turned. 

Through't his dominions speedy orders flew 
For raising troops; whilst, with such haste as new 
Shorn meadows, when approaching storms are nigh. 
Tired labourers huddle up, both parties try 
To levy armies. The sad scholar throws 
His books aside, and now in practice shows 
His studied theories; the stiff laborer leaves 
r the half-shorn fields the uncollected sheaves 
To female taskers, and exchanged his hook 
Into a sword; each busy trade, that took 
Pains in the nicer ornaments of peace. 
Sit idle till want forced them to increase 
The new-raised troops ; that ornament o' the hal)^ 
Old armoursi which bad nothing but a wall 
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Of long time saved A*om the invading dusft. 
From cobwebs swept, though its enamel nuft 
Stick close, and on the unpractised soldier put. 
Forth of their breasts, nor fear, nor danger shut 

Yet, with an army of this temper in 
Haste huddled up, the wandering prince had been 
Enforced to fight, had not his just cause brought 
Some loyal gentry, such whose virtue sought 
Truth for reward, unto his side ; with which 
He now advances, more completely rich 
In noble valour, than *s rebelUous foes 
In numerous troops. No enemies oppose 
His speedy march, till being now come near 
Alcithius' fort, Almanzor's timely fear 
Hurries him thence. His better fate depends 
On larger hopes : unto such constant friends 
As equal guilt by sympathy secured. 
To them he leaves the castle; and assured 
Them of relief, with what convenient speed 
Those of his faction, (which did only need 
His presence to confirm rebellion by 
An injured power), could draw their armies nigh« 

As hence he marches, each successfiil hour 
Augments his strength, till the unlawful power 
Trebled his injured princess. But as they 
Who carry guilt about them, do betray 
Her by her sister— Fear, so these, whose crimes 
Detected, durst not, in more peaceful times. 
Look justice in the face, and therefore aow 
Stood veiled in arms against her, fearing how 
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She might prevail Against power, march not till 
A greater strength their empty bosoms fill 
With hope--^ tumor which doth oft dilate 
The narrow souls of cowards, till their fate 
Flatter them into ruin, then forsiilkes 
Tliem in an earthquake, whose pale terror shakes 
Base souls to flight, whilst noble valour dies 
Adorned with wounds, £une's bleeding sacrifice. 

Almanzor's doubtfiil army, since that here 
The threatening storm at distance did appear • 
Locked in a calm, possessed with confidence. 
Slowly their squadrons moves; but had from thence 
Not a day*s journey marched, before the sad 
News of Alcithius* desperate danger had 
Paled o*er their camp; which whilst the leaders strove 
To animate, Almanzor ^ter drove 
On those designs, which, prospering, might prevent 
It from surrender; but the time was spent 
Too far before. The governor that kept 
It now against his prince, too long had slept 
In the preceding down of peace, to be 
Awakened into valour. Only he 
Had 8een*t kept clean from cobwebs, and perhaps 
The guns shot off, when those loud thunderclaps 
Proclaimed a storm of healths; yet, till he saw 
The threatening danger circularly draw 
An armed line about him, in as high 
A voice as valour could a foe defy. 
He clothes his fears, which shook the false disguise 
Off with the first assault, and swiftly flies 
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To*s prince's mercy; whose pleased soul he found 
Heightened to have his first attempt thus crowned 
With victory, which nor made his army less. 
Nor steeped in blood, though travailed to success. 
To this new conquest, as a place whose strength 
He best might trust, if; to a tedious length. 
Or black misfortune, the ensuing war 
His fate should spin, his choicest treasures are, 
T(^ether with her in whose safety he 
Placed life itself, brought for security. 
This done, that now no slow delays might look 
Like fear, he with his loyal army took 
The field; in which he *d scarce a level chose 
To rally *s army, ere his numerous foes 
Appear o' the top of the adjacent hill. 
Like clouds, which, when presaging storms, do fill 
Dark southern regions. In a plain that lay 
So near that both the aimies* full -survey 
Might from the clifis on which Alcithius stands 
Be safely viewed, were the rebellious bands 
Of 's enemies descending, on each side 
Flanked by a river which did yet divide 
Him from the prince; who, having time to choose 
What ground to fight on, did that blessing use 
To *8 best advantage. On a bridge, which by 
Boards closely linked had forced an unity 
Betwixt the banks, his army passed. He now 
Within a plain, whose spacious bounds allow. 
Together with a large extension, all 
An auticnt leader could convenient calL 
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Removed no tedious distance from his rear 
Stood a small town, which, as the place took care 
How to advance so just an interest, might 
Be useful— when, tired in the heat of fight. 
Strength lost in wounds should force some thither by 
Wants which a camp *s unfurnished to supply. 
More near his front, betwixt him and the plain 
Through which Almanzor led his spacious train. 
On a small hill, which gently rose as though 
Its eminence but only strove to show 
The fragrant vale— how much nice art outwent 
Her beauties in her brow's fair ornament, 
A splendid palace stood; which, having been 
Built but for wanton peace to revel in. 
Was as unfit for the rough hand of war 
As boisterous arms for tender virgins are. 
To this, since now of consequence unto 
The first possessor, had both armies drew. 
Conamandcd parties, which ere night shut in 
Lights latest rays, did furiously begin 
The finst hot skirmish ; which, continuing till 
Dark shadows all the hemisphere did fill. 
To such as fJsar or novelty had sent 
T* the hills' safe tops, such dreadful prospect lent 
By the swift rising of those sudden fires. 
In whose short close that feital sound expires. 
Which tells each timorous auditor— its breath. 
To distant breasts, bears unexpected death. 
That, whilst their eyes direct their thoughts unto 
Their danger whom reward or honor drew 



1 22 PHARONNIDA. Book IL 

To the encounter, all the uncouth sight 
Affords— to horror turns that strange delight. 

These circling fires drawn near their centre, in 
Such tumult as armies engaged begin 
Death's &tal task, a dreadful sound surprised 
The distant ear. Danger, that lay disguised 
In darkness yet, now, as if wakened by 
The conquerors' shouts, so general and so high. 
That they e'en drowned the clamorous instruments 
Of fatal war, her veil of sables rents 
From round the palace, by that horrid light 
Which her own turrets through the steams of night 
In dreadful blazes sent, discovering both 
The shadowed armies; who, like mourners loath 
To draw too near their sorrow's centre, while 
Their friends consume, surround the blazing pile. 
In such a sad and terrible aspect. 
That those engaged in action could neglect 
Approaching danger, to behold how they 
Like woods grown near the foot of i£tna lay. 
Whilst the proud palace from her sinking walls 
In this sharp fever's fiery crisis foils. 

But now the night, as wearied with a reign 
So full of trouble, had resigned again 
The earth's divided empire, and the day. 
Grown strong in light, both armies did display 
To their full view, who to the mountain (in 
Sad expectation of the event) had been 
Early spectators called. Here, seated nigh 
Their female friends, old men, exempted by 
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Weakness from war*s too rough encounters, show 

Those colors which their active youth did know 

Adorn the field, when those that now engage. 

Like tender plants kept for the future age. 

In bkxmung childhood were; *mongst tins' they tell 

What heroes in preceding battles fell. 

Where victory stooped to valour, and where rent 

From brave desert by fatal accident; 

Then, ere their story can a period have. 

Show wounds they took, and tell of some they gave. 

This sad preludium to an action far 
More dismal past, the unveiled face of War 
Looks big with horror: now both armies draw 
So near, Ihat their divided brothers saw 
Each other's guilt— that too too common sin 
Of civil war, ', Rebellious sons stood in 
Arms Against their fathers clad; friends, that no cross 
Could disunite, here found the fatal loss 
Of amity, and as presaging blood 
r the worst aspect, sad opposition stood: 
One was their fashion, form, and discipline ; 
Strict heralds in one scutcheon did combine 
The arms of both armies— yet all this must be 
By war's wild rage robbed of its unity. 

Whilst Uke sad Saturn, ominous and slow. 
Each army moved, some youths, set here to grow. 
By forward actions, stately cedars to 
Adorn fame's court, Uke shooting stars were flew. 
So bright, so glittering, from the unwieldy throng 
Of either army; which, being mixed among 
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Each other, in a swift Numidian fight. 
Like air*s small atoms when discovering light 
Betrays their motions, show; some hours had past 
In this light skirmish— till now, near war's last 
Sad scene arrived, as the distressed heart calls. 
Before the body death*s pale victim falls. 
Those spirits that dispersed by action were. 
Back to tlieir centre, their commander's care 
Summons these in; that so united strength 
Might swiftly end— or else sustain the length 
Of that black storm, where yet that danger stood. 
Which must ere long fall in a shower of blood. 

A dismal silence, such as oft attends 
Those that surround the death-beds of their friends 
In the departing minute, reigns throughout 
Both armies* troops; who, gathered now about 
Their several standards, and distinguished by 
Their several colors, such variety 
Present the eye with, that, whilst the sad thought 
Beholds them but as fallen branches brought 
To the decay of time, their view did bring 
In all the pleasures of the checkered spring; 
Like a large field, where being confined unto 
Their several squares— here blushkig roses grew. 
There purpled hyacinths, and, near to tiiem. 
The yellow cowslip bends its tender stem, 
T the mountain's top, the army, marching low 
Within the vale, their several squadrons show. 

This silent time, which by command was set 
Aside to pay confession's needful debt 
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To oft offended Heaven, whose aid, though gave 
Ere asked, yet, since our duty is to crave. 
Expects our prayers. The armies, from their stilt 
Devotion raised, declare what spirits fill 
Their breast, by such an universal joy. 
As, to get young, and not the old destroy. 
Each had by beauteous paranymphs been led^ 
Not to rough war, but a soft nuptial bed. 

That fatal hour, by time, which, though it last 
Till fixed stars have a perfect circle past. 
We still think short, to action brought; which now 
So near approached, it could no more allow 
The generals to consult, although there need 
Nought to augment, when valour's flame doth feed 
High on the hopes of victory, the rage 
Of eager armies. Ere their troops engage^ 
Their several leaders all that art did use. 
By which loud war's rough rhetoric doth infiuie 
Into those bodies, on whose strength consists 
Their safety, souls whose brave resolves might twist 
Them into chains of valour, which no force. 
Than death less powerful, ever should divorce. 

The prince, as more depending on the just 
Cause that had drawn his sword, which to distrust 
Looks like a crime, soonest commits the day 
To fate'a arbitrement. No more delay 
Comfi>rts the fainting coward,~a sad sound 
Of cannon gave the signal, and had drowned 
The murmuring drum in silence; Earth did groan 
In trembling echoes; on her sanguine throne^ 
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High mountedy Horror sits; wild Rage doth fill 
Each breast with fury, whose fierce flames distil 
Life through the alembics of their veins: that ckwd 
Of dust, which, when they first did move, a shroud 
Of darkness veiled them in, allayed with blood. 
Fell to the earth; whose clefts a crimson flood 
Filled to the brim, and, when it could contain 
No more, let forth those purple streams to stain 
The blushing fields, which being made slippery by 
The unnatural shower, there lets them sink and die; 
Whose empty veins rent in this fatal strife. 
Here dro{^d the treasure of exhausted life. 

In sad exchange of wounds, whilst the last breatb, 
£*en flying forth to give another death. 
Supports the funting spirits, all were now 
Sadly employed; armed Danger could allow 
In this loud storm of action, none to stand 
Idle E^ctators; but each busy hand 
Labors, in death's great work, his life to sell 
At rates so dear — that foe by which he fell. 
To boast his gain, survives not But now, in 
This mart of death, blind Fortune doth begin 
To show herself antagonist unto 
Less powerful Justice. In the common view 
Of reason, which by the external shape 
Of actions only judges, no escape 
From their desert— captivity, was left 
The rebeFs army, but the unmanly theft 
Of secret flight to some, protected by 
Their fdlows* loss; when, in a rage as high 
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As if it had attempted to outroar 
The battle's thunder, a rude tempest, bore 
Prom southern climates on the exalted wings 
Of new-raised winds, a change so fiital brings 
T' the royal army, that from victory's near 
Successful pride, unto extremes which fear 
Did ne'er suggest, it brought them back to view 
Their glorious hopes thus sadly overthrew. — 
A strong reserve, raised by his friends to be 
Almanzor's rescue, if that victory 
Seemed to assist the juster part, was now 
Brought near the river; which endeavouring how 
To ford, they there unwillingly had been 
Detained, till strength had proved but useless in 
The prince's conquest, if the swelling flood. 
Whose added streams, too strong to be withstood. 
Had not in that impetuous torrent tore 
That bridge which passed the royal army o'er; 
Whose severed boats bom down the river made 
So sad a change, that, whilst their foes invade 
Their rear on them, the late lamented loss 
Forbid the others when dispersed to cross 
The waves by dangers, which in each breast bred 
Terrors as great as those from which they fled. 

The valiant army, like life's citadel — 
The heart, when nought but poisonous vapors swell 
Every adjacent part, long struggling in 
Death's sharp convulsions, out of iK^es to win 
Aught there but what buys the uncertain breath 
Of future fame— at the high price of death; 



128 PHAKONNIDA. SotkU, 

At length, not conquered, but o'erburthened by 

A flood of power, in nighf s obscurity, 

Wlien dreadful shadows had the field overspread, 

As darkness were a herse-cloth for the dead. 

That this day^s losses might not grow too great 

For reparation, by a hard retreat. 

Attempt to save such of their strengths, as, since 

Enforced to fly, might safely guard the prince 

From dangers; which could but his foes have viewed^ 

Their motions all had unto death pursued. 

In this distress, from that vast sea of blood— 
The field where late his army marshalled stood, 
The wretched prince retires; but with a train 
So small—they seemed like those that did remain 
After a deluge. Where the river's course. 
Stopped with dead bodies, ran with smallest force. 
He ventures o'er the flood, whose guilty waves 
Blushes in blood. Some few, whom Fortune saves 
To attend on him, alike successful by 
That bold adventure, whilst the prince doth fly 
To guard Alcithius, by his mandates are. 
Since the disasters of this fatal war 
Forced him to seek for more assistance, sent 
To the Epirot. Striving to prevent 
Those wild reports, that^ on the quick belief 
Of female fear, might be imposed by grie^ 
He hastes to bear the sad report to her. 
Whose sorrow *s lost to see the messenger. 

END OF SECOND CANTO. 
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ARGUMENT. 

Through the dark terrors of a dreadful night. 
The jnince to's daughter comes with tidying speed; 

From dangers, great as those he feared in flight, 
Is by Aigalia's forward valour freed. 

Who haying with successful fortune gave 

His master freedom, their joint strength pursue 

Their flying ioes unto an uncouth cave. 
In whose vast womb Fate^s dark decrees they view. 

THIS last retreat, which seemed but to defer 
Danger by being Honoris sepulchre. 
Attained in haste; there, calming all the strife 
Of various passion, since her father*s life 
Paid all the tears she owed his losses, he 
His virtuous daughter found, prepared to be 
No sad addition to his sorrow by 
The faults of female imbecility — 
Untimely tears; but with a confidence 
High as e*er taught brave valour to dispense 
With sad disasters, armed to entertain 
The worst of ills: to ease the wounded^s pain. 
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Or stop their blood, those hands which once she 

thought 
Should have to victors Triumph's garlands brought, 
Are now employed; yet, that her acts may be 
The best examples to posterity. 
Her present ill, she with such strength withstood— 
Its power was lost in hopes of Aiture good. 

Precipitated from a throne to be 
Subjected by a subject's tyrrany ; 
To want their pity— who of late did know 
No peace, but what his influence did bestow ; 
With sad presaging fears, to think his feir. 
His virtuous daughter, his rich kingdom's heir, 
Like to be ravished from his baffled power— 
A trophy to a rebel conqueror; 
With such afflicting griefs as did exclude 
The comforts of his passive fortitude. 
Oppressed the prince: when now an army, led 
By their pursuing enemies, o'erspread 
The circling fields, and brings their fear within 
The reach o'the eye. Heightened with hope to win 
That now by pari, which, ere the sad success 
Of battle made their conquered numbers less. 
He feared in fight; the confidently bold 
Almanzor, in a scroll that did unfold 
A language, whose irreverent style affords 
Far more of anger than his soldiers' swords 
Had ere stirred fear within his prince's breast. 
His fixed mtentions thus in brief exprest:— 
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■GREAT SIRy 

No airy tumor of untamed desire. 

Nursed my ambitioa—prompts me to aspire 

To any action, that may soar above 

My birth or loyalty ;— it was the love 

I bore your virtuous daughter that first clad 

Me in defensive arms, v^hich never had 

Been else unsheathed, though 't had been to defend 

Me from injustice — should your sword extend 

Its power to tyrrany ; but, fidling in 

That first attempt, ere streams of blood had been 

Shed in addition to those dropi^ my band 

Had broke my sword as guilty, had this land 

To whom I owe for the first air I breathed. 

Not washed the stain in tears, and since unsheathed 

It in the name of Justice. To their good. 

Which trembling on uncertain hopes hath stood^ 

Whilst fearing foreign governors, I have 

Added my love, and satisfaction crave 

For both, before a greater ill may fall* 

To make our sufiferings epidemical — 

By being slaves to some proud tyrant, that 

In politic ambition reaches at 

A kingdom by professed affection, and 

Marries your daughter— to command your land* 

This scroll^ spotted with impudence, received 
By the vexed prince, whom passion had bereaved 
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Of politic evasions, he returns 
A swift defiance; but his high rage bums 
Nought but his own .scorched breast— the fainting fir^ 
Quenched b^y constraint, wants fuel to blaze higher 
Than flashy threatenings, which, since proved a folly» 
Sink in the ashes of his melancholy; 
For which his ablest coimcil could prepare 
No cordial of advice— they rather share 
With him in sorrow, whose harsh burthen grows 
Not lighter by the company of those 
That now lend hearts to bear it. Only lu 
This sullen cloud's obscurity, this sin 
Of their nativity, the noble soul 
Of the undaunted princess did control 
The harshest lectures of her stars, and salt 
Unshaken in this hurricane of fate; 
Calming her father's hot adversity 
With dews of comfort, taught him how to be 
Prince of his passions — a command more great 
Than his that trembles in a regal seat 
The enemy, that vainly had till now 
Toiled forth their strength, no more endeavours how 
By force to oonquer; some small time, they knew. 
Would, with the bloodless sword of funine, do 
More than their cannon could.— The meagre fen 
Already grew tyrannical, his men. 
Like walking ghosts, wait on their prince, and stand 
For shadows on their platforms; not a hand, 
But was unnerved with want; yet, whilst each part 
Languished toward death, each bosom held a hear^ 
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Which, though most large, could never empty be, 
Bein^ doubly filled with grief and loyalty; 
Amongst both which, hope for a part puts in— 
As the supporter of what else had been 
A burthen insupportable, and spoke 
This pleasing language— That the royal oak. 
Beneath whose winter fortune now they stood. 
Pining for want— the withered underwood 
Tliat all his miseries dropped on— yet they shall,. 
Whene'er his brighter stars again do call 
His fortune intx> light, be comforted 
By his kind shadow; which shall those, that fled 
Him in this sad extreme, then leave to be 
Scorched in the rays of angry majesty. 
Reduced unto this pitied exigence,. 
Yet, by his honor, which could not dispense 
With aught that like suspicion looked, detained 
From what by pari might liave their freedom gained. 
The loyal sufferers, to declare how far 
They fear declined; those mourning weeds of war. 
Whose sight a desperate valour doth betray. 
Black ensigns, on their guarded walls display. 
When to augment their high resolves, with what 
Their valour was to pity softened at. 
After, witli all those coarse, though scarce catcs, they 
By sparing, first attempted to betray 
Time till relief, with they 'd been fed till now 
There nought remained, that longer could allow 
Life further hopes of sustenance, to do 
An act so great, all ages to ensue, 
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Shall more admire than imitate; within 
Tlie hall appears their sovereign, leading in 
His hand the princess; whose first view, though drest 
In robes as sad as sorrow e'er exprest. 
Was but the frontiers of their grief to what. 
When nearer seen, whilst sorrow silenced at 
So sad an object, might for death be took. 
Made solemn grief like grave religion look. 
Whilst all thus in sad expectation stand 
Of future fate, disdaining to command 
Those whom an equal sorrow seemed to make 
His fellow sufferers, the sad prince thus spake 
His fixed resolves: — " Brave souls, whose loyal love. 
Oppressed by my unhappy woes, must prove 
Part of my grief, since by my wretched fate 
Forced with my own life to precipitate 
Your's into danger; from whose reach, (since by 
No crime— until the love of loyalty 
Become a sin — you are called guilty), yet 
Seek some evasion: *tis not you that sit 
Upon the throne he aims at, nor doth here 
A rival in Pharonnida appear. 
No, 'tis our lives, our lives, brave subjects, that 
His bold ambition only reaches at; 
By this pretence— what to my daughter, love, 
To's country, 's pity caIled,^-could he remove 
Those, now but small obstructions, soon would grow, 
To 's pride united, till it overflow 
All limits of a subject's duty by 
Rebellious reach, usurped tyranny. 
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** Go then, and let not my unhappiness 
Afflict you more i' the shadow of distress: 
*Twill tike warm comfort swell my soul, to know 
That to his favor you for safety owe. 
Did not those sacred canons, that include 
All virtue in a Christianas fortitude. 
Obstruct our passion's progress, we, ere this. 
In death had made the haughty rebel miss 
The glory of his conquest ; which since now 
Denied, although unwieldy age allow 
Not strength to sell my life at such a rate 
Honor aims at, yet shall the slow debate. 
E'en in my fell, let the world know I died— 
Scorning his pity, as they hate his pride.*' 

Here stopped the prince ; when, as if every breast 
One universal sorrow had possest. 
Grief (grown into more noble passion) broke 
The attentive silence, and thus swiftly spoke 
Their resolutions: — " On, on, and lead 
Us unto death, no critic eye shall read 
Fear through the optics of our souls ; but give 
Command to act — here 's not a heart durst live 
Without obedience." Comforted with this 
Rich cordial, from his sorrow's dark abyss 
Raised to resolves, whose greatness equalled all 
His former glory, by their fatal fell 
To darken the ensuing day, the prince 
Gives a command to all his train — that since 
Their own free votes elected death, they now 
With souls that no terrestrial thought allow 
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A residence, Against the next mom prepare 
That wished-for freedom with himself to share. 

All sadly sat, expecting but that light 
Whose near approach must to eternal night 
Their last conductor be. A sudden, still. 
And doleful silence, such as oft doth fill 
The room where sick men slumber, when their frioids 
Stand weeping by, to contemplation bends 
Their busy thoughts; within each troubled breast. 
Being to leave the mansion she 'd possessed 
So long, yet with so short a warning, all 
Her faculties the frighted soul did call 
Forth of the bosom of those causes, in 
Whose form they 'd fettered to their crasis been. 
To join those powers (yet strong in living breath) 
For her assistance in the grasp of death. 

The whispering trumpet having called them by 
Such sharp notes, as, when powerful foes are nigh 
Retreating, parties use, all swiftly rise 
From bended knees, and the last sacrifice 
They e'er expect to pay to heaven, until 
Their soul's last gasp the vocal organs fill. 
Concluded was tlie last sad interview. 
The prince was marched, Pharonnida withdrew. 
And now, all from the opened ports were in 
A swift march sallying, had their speed not been 
Thus swiftlier stopped : — Those scattered horse thatfled 
The battle to the Epirot's court had sped 
So well in their embassage, that the prince. 
Whom the least negligence might now convince 
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Of want of love, proud of so fisur a chance 

To 8how*s affection, swiftly doth advance 

With a vast army toward them. Least tlie fear 

Prevailing danger, ere their strength come near 

Tp their necessitated friends, might force 

Them to unworthy articles, some horse 

Selected are, whose swifter speed might, by 

A desperate charge broke through their foes, supply 

Their fainting friends. The much desired command 

Of th^se few men, committed to the hand 

Of brave Argalia, (ne'er more blest than now 

In ^rving the fair princess), did allow 

His sword so fair a field to write the story 

Of honor in, that his unblasted glory 

Beyond this day shall live— outlive the reach 

Of long-armed envy, and those weak souls teach. 

That fear the frowns of fate, in spite of all, 

Heroic virtue sits too high to fall. 

With the day's close they take their march, and, ere 
The $ilver morning on her brow did bear 
The burnished gilt o' the sun's warm rays, arrive 
In view o'the place. When Fortune, that did strive 
To crown their hq>es, had wrapped the earth in thick 
And heavy mists, the sluggish morning, sick 
Of midnight surfeits, from her dewy bed 
Pale and discolored rose. This curtain spread 
To veil their plot in, they assault their foes ; 
Which when surprised could not themselves dispose 
Fit for resistance, but whilst some did fly 
From the distracting danger, others die 



138 PHARONNIDA. Book If. 

To their neglect a sacrifice. The swift 
Alarum, like a rude wind^s circling drift. 
Hurries confusion through the field, and shook 
The trembling soldier; some unclad forsook 
Their half-fired cabins; deaths large gripe did take 
Whole troops that destiny ordained to wake 
No more till dooms-day, and in*s march prevents 
The union of unrallied regiments. 

This frighted language of confusion heard 
By those o' the castle, which were now prepared 
For their last desperate sally, swiftly draws 
Them to assist their friends; and though tlie cause. 
Being yet unknown, was only thought to be 
Some private jar grown to a mutiny; 
Or else the noise the enemy had made. 
When all their force was drawing to invade 
Them in their works: howe'er they stand not to 
Consult with reason, but, as striving who 
Shall first encounter death, each several hand 
Sought for his own from those that did withstand 
His rage-directed strength. Their cannon in 
A funeral peal went ofi*, whose steam had been 
Their covert to the camp^ where finding such. 
A wild confusion, they assisted much 
The fortune of the day, which now was grown 
Indubitable— they might call their own 
A glorious conquest. The thick sulphury cloud,. 
Whose dismal shade did that destruction shroud. 
Rent with those thunder claps, dissolved into 
A shower of blood; what she vouchsafed to do, 
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Fortune lends light to show them. Having left 

Their camp, whilst darkness did protect a theft 

That only stole dishonor, which they were 

Now in an open flight enforced to bear. 

They see Almanzor's broken troops overspread 

The neighbouring fields: those clouds of men that fled^ 

Being pursued by companies so small. 

That they appeared but like those drops that £l1I 

After a storm. Yet, as the laboring heart 

Long struggles for that life, which doth depart 

From the less noble members to lend aid 

To her in death's pale conflict, haying staid 

Some of his best commanders, hoping by 

Their valour to recal the rest, with high 

Undaunted force, Almanzor doth oppose 

His enemy^s pursuit, till like to enclose 

Him in, disdaining the reproachful end 

He must expect, no longer stands to attend 

The glimmering light of hope: the field he leaves 

To conquering Argalia, but deceives 

Him of himself — the prize most sought for; which 

When lost beyond recovery, he grown rich 

In shining honor, that, like sun-beams placed 

Within a field of gules, by being defiau^ed. 

Had beautified his armour. That dark mist. 

Which did at first such contradictions twist. 

That he both curst, and blest it — one, 'cause 't did 

Aid his design, the other, *cause it hid. 

His heaven of beauty in their dewy bed 

Had left the blushing roses, and was fled 



140 PHARONNIDA. BooklU 

Upon the wmgio' the wind^ With wonder now 

Discovered colors taught each party how 

To know their friends. The royal standard in 

The prince's party had developed been^ 

By that fair signal to discover who 

Was present there. But ere Argalia to 

That place arrived, Pharonnida, who had» 

Whilst desperation all her beauties clad 

In the pale robes of fear, heard all the loud 

Shock of the conflict; but, until the cloud 

Removed his fatal curtain, never knew 

How near the hour of her delivery drew; 

That being dissolved, through those which grief had 

raised 
In her fair eyes, did see, and seeing praised 
Just Heaven which sent it Each of those that 
Fought for her she conunends; but wonders at. 
Although unknown, the Ughtning valour she 
Saw in Argalia, whilst with j^ust rage lie 
Unravels nature's workmanship — a rent • 
Which were a sin, if not a punishment. 
And from the slender web of life did send 
Forth rebels' souls, fast as each busy fiend 
That waits their falls transports them. Fain she would, 
Ere known, conceit 'twere he, but how he should 
Come there, and so attended, did exceed 
Imag^iation. Thus whilst her hc^es feed 
On strange desires, being come near unto 
The coach wherein she sat, prepared to do 
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Hb lovers 4>blations, he that fiice disarms; 
Which, when beheld, by those attractive channs. 
Within the centre of her best desires. 
Contracted all her hopes, whose life expires 
Soon as they*re crowned with wished success. Too great 
A distance parts them yet—she leaves her seat. 
And flies to his embraces, but concealed 
Her passion in his merit, being revealed 
To him alone, whose better judgment knew. 
That, in those spirit-breathing beams that flew 
Through the £aiir casements of her eyes, did move 
The secret language of an ardent love. 

This conflict of her passions, which had been 
Fought betwixt fear and hope, was settled in 
A silent joy, that from her noble breast 
Struggled for passage; whilst Argalia, blest 
Above his hopes, in burning kisses seals 
His service on her virgin hand, that steals 
From thence new flames into her heart; which ere 
Fed with desire, e*«n whilst she did prepare 
To entertain those welcome guests, appears 
The prince, who now, thawed from the icy fears 
Of desperation, was come there to give 
Thanks to his unknown fHends; but words did live 
Within « place too barren to bestow 
That fruitful zeal, whose plenty did overflow 
His eyes, those clouded orators, which tiil 
Disburthened 4id capacious passion fiU. 

Thb moist gale o*er, when now they had awhile 
Melted in joy, clothing it with a snuky 
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He thus iimfolds his comfort: ** Blessed Fates^ 

You have out-tried my charity, he hates 

All real virtue, that confesses not 

My care of thee was but an unknown spot 

To this large world of satisfaction."— Here 

Kind sorrow stopped his voice again. When fear 

Their enemies might rally, and T the bud 

Blast all their blooming joys, even whilst the blood 

Reeked on his sword, leaving their eyes to pay 

Pursuing prayers, Argalia posts away» 

But finds his foes dispersed, excepting one 

Stout regiment, whose desperation, grown 

To valour, spite of all pursuers, made 

Good their retreat ; till forced at length to shade 

Themselves from the pursuing danger in 

A deep dark cave, whose spacious womb had been 

Tlieir receptacle, when unlawful theft 

Was their profession. In this place they *d left 

Their dearest pledges, as most confident 

Those dark meanders would their loss prevent. 

These stout opposers being protected here» 
Before Argalia brought his army near. 
Had fortified the narrow pass, and now 
Presume of safety, since none else knew how i 
Without their leave to enter. Hemmed about 
With all the castle foot, his horse sent out 
To clear the field, the careful general sees; 
Then every quarter made secure, he frees 
His own from all suspected danger. While 
This busy siege did better things beguile 
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Of some few steps of time^ the prince arrives. 
To see the leaguer, where each captain strives 
With entrance to be honored: but in vain 
The subtle engineer here racks his brain ; 
The mountains yield not to their cannon shock. 
Nor mine could pierce the marble-breasted rock.^ 

Thus whilst they lay despairing e*er to force 
A place so difficult, with some few horse 
Only attended, the vexed prince surrounds 
The spacious hill, whose uncouth sight confounds 
His ablest guides; making a stand to view 
A promontory, on whose brow there grew 
A grove of stately cedars, from a dark 
And hidden cleft, proud of so rich a mark. 
Some muskets are discharged; which missing, by 
A desperate sally 's seconded. To fly 
The danger thorough such a dreadful way 
As now they were to pass, was not to stay- 
But hasten ruin; though too weak, in fight 
More safety lay, than in unworthy flight. 

But valour, like the royal eagle by 
A cloud of crows overmastered, less to die 
Witli honor, had no refuge left; and that 
Here each plebeian gains. When, frighted at 
The unusual clamor, with such troops as were 
Most fit for speed, Argalia was come there— 
Arrived even with that minute which first saw 
His prince a captive. Now the rebels draw 
Back to their private sally-port, but are 
Too speedily pursued to enter fitr 
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Within their dark meanders, ere overtook 

By their enraged foes, who had forsook 

Tlieir other stations, and to this alone 

Drew all their forces, entering the unknown 

And horrid cave, whose troubled womb till then 

Ne*er such a cholic felt Argalia*« men. 

Following so brave a leader, boldly tread 

Through the rock's rugged entrails; those that fled« 

Though better skilled in their obscure retreat. 

No safety find. The cave's remotest seat 

Was now the stage of death ; together thronged. 

After their swords had life's last step prolonged^ 

There all the villains in despair had died. 

Had not the fear their prince in such a tide 

Of blood might have been shipwrecked ; whom to save, 

A general pardon to the rest is gave. 

And now the dreadful earthquake* which had turned 
The rock to iEtna could its top have burned 
With subterranean fires, being ceased; the prince. 
Desirous by his knowledge to convince 
Those word-deep wonders, which report had spread 
Of that strange cave» commands some to be led 
By an old outlaw, whose experience knew 
The unoouth vaults remotest comers, to 
Those seats of horror. Which performed, and word 
Returned again, the danger did afford 
Subject for nobler spirits; forthwith he. 
Attended by Argalia, goes to see 
What had affrighted them. The -dreadful way 
Through which he passed, being steep and rugged, lay 
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Between two black and troubled streams, that through 

The cleft rock rolled with horrid noise, till to 

An ugly lake» whose heavy streams did lie 

Unstirred with air, they come, and there are by 

That black asphaltos swallowed. A strange sound 

Of yelling dragons, hissing snakes, confound 

Each trembling auditor; till comforted 

By bold Argalia venturing first to tread 

On stones, which did like ruined arches lie 

Above the surface of the lake, he 's by 

Their aid brought to an antient tower, that stood 

Fixed in the centre of the lazy flood: — 

Its basis founded on a rock, whose brow. 

With age disfigured into clefts, did now 

With loud and speedy ruin threaten to 

Crush all beneath it; round about it flew 

On sooty wings such ominous birds as hata 

The cheerful day ; vipers and scorpions sat 

Circled in darkness, till the cold damp breath 

Of near concreted vapors, singed to death 

B* the numerous light of torches, which did shine 

Through the whole mountain's convex, and refine 

Air with restraint corrupted, forcing way 

By conquering flames recals the banished day. 

Come now to a black tower, which seemed to be 
The throne of some infernal deity. 
That his extended laws reaches unto 
The brazen gate, whose folded leaves withdrew— 
Assaults their eyes witli such a flux of light, 
Thaty as the dim attendants of the night 
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In bashful duty fihun the priace of day. 
So their lost tapers unto this give way; 
Whilst it, with wonder that beMef outgrew. 
Transports their sights to the amazing view 
Of so much beauty, that the use of sense 
Was lost in more than human excellence. 

A glorious room, so elegantly fair 
In*ts various structure, that the riotous heir 
O' the eastern crescent that might choose to be 
The theatre of shining majesty. 
They now behold; yet than its mighty strength. 
Which had preserved such beauty from the length 
Of Age's iron talons, there appear 
More rare perfections — the large floor, of clear 
Transparent emeralds, lent a lustre to 
The oval roof; whose scarce seen ground was blue, 
Studded with sparkling gems, whose brightness lent 
The beauties of the vaulted firmament 
To all beneath their beams; the figured walls. 
Embossed with rare and antic sculptury, calls 
For th* next observance: though the serious ey^. 
The way to truth in secret mystery 
Here having lost, lets the dark text alone. 
To view the beauties of a glorious throne. 
Which, placed within the splendid room, diet stand 
Beneath an ivory arch, o*er which the hand 
Of art, in golden hieroglyphics, had 
The story of ensuing fate unclad. 
But vainly, since the art— defective'times 
Struck nought batdiscopds on those well-timed chimes. 
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Upon the throne, in such a glorious state 
As earth*s adored favorites, there sat 
The image of a monarch, vested in 
The spoils of nature*8 robes, vfrhose price had b^n 
A diadem*s redemption; his large size. 
Beyond this pigmy age, did equalize 
The admired proportion of those mighty men. 
Whose cast-up bones, grown modern v^onders, when 
Found out, are carefully preserved to tell 
Posterity — how much these times are fell 
From Nature*s youthful strength; if*t be no worse. 
Our sin's stenography, the dwarfish curse 
Ordained for large sized luxury. Before 
The throne, a lamp, whose fragrant oils had more 
Perfumed the room than all the balmy wealth 
Of rich Arabia, stood ; light, life, and health. 
Dwelt in its odors, but what more contents 
The pleased spectators, that fair hand presents 
The rest f the view:— the image to declare 
Of whom the effigies was, on*s front did bear 
A regal crpwn, and in his hand sustained 
A threatening sceptre; but what more explaiaed 
Antiquity's mysterious dress was seen 
In a small tablet; which, as if *t had been 
Worth more observance t)ian what Fate expi^ 
In unknown figures, he did gently rest 
His left hand on, as if endeavouring by 
That index to direct posterity- 
How in their wonder's altitude to praise 
The deeper luiowledge of those wiser days. 
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By reading in such characters as Time 
Learned in her nonage*— this— in antic rhyme. 

When striving to remove this Ught, 
It princes leaves involved in night. 
The time draws near* that shall pull down 
My old Morea's triple crown; 
Uniting* on one royal head. 
What to disjoin such discord bred : 
But let the more remote take heed. 
For there *s a third ordained to bleed; 
For when I *m read, not understood, 
Tlien shall Epirus' royal blood. 
By ways no mortal yet must know. 
Within the iEtolian channel flow. 

Tliis strange inscription read, not only by 
The prince, but those whom wonder had drawn nigh 
The sacred room, their fancies' civil war 
Grows full of trouble ; 'tis a text so far 
Beyond a comment, that their judgments, in 
Enigmas mazed, had long let motion been 
In epileptic wonder lost, until 
(As that alone contained their dreaded ill) * 

The greater part with joined consents advise 
To have the lamp removed, since in it lies. 
If those lines prove prophetic, the linked fate 
Of all letian princes. Which debate. 
Being carried in the affirmative, the rest 
Drew back, whilst bold Argalia forward prest; 
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But's thus soon staid;— the stone, on i^hich he stept 

Next, was by art so framed, that it had kept 

Concealed an engine's chiefest spring, which, by 

The least weight touched, in furious haste let fly 

Unpractised wheels, and with such vigor strook 

The sceptre on the long lived lamp — it shook 

It? crystal walls to dust;— not thunder's strong 

Exagitations, when it roars among 

Heaps of cofl^ested elements, a sound 

More dreadful makes. But what did most confound 

Weak trembling souls, was the thick darkness that 

Succeeds the dying flame; which wondering at. 

Whilst all remain, art's feeble aids supply 

Tlie lamp's lost virtue with new lights, but by 

Cold damps so darkened, that contracted night 

Scorned their weak flames, showing that hallowed light 

Contained more sacred virtues. Now, as Fate 

Had only to that hour prolonged the date 

Of all within, a sudden change, to dust 

The mighty body turns; consuming rust 

Had ate the brazen imagery, and left 

No sign of what till then safe from the theft 

Of time remained ; darkness had repossessed 

The sullen cave— to an eternal rest; 

In the rude chaos of their ashes, all 

Art's lively figures in an instant fall. 

Pleased with the sight of these strange objects more- 
Than with war's dangers he was vexed before. 
The prince with all his train of conquerors now 
Is gone to teach the expecting army how 



150 PllARONNIDA. Sookll. 

To share their wonder; but not &r from thence 
Removes, before confirmed intelligeBce 
Acquaints him with the Epirot*s march; who in 
His swift advance so fortunate had been. 
That (klling on such as the morning's flight 
Flattered with hope, they there met endless night 
At unawares: but of these added numbers 
Was cursed Almanzor none; yet Justice slumbers 
r the prosecution of his unripe fate. 
Which must more horrid sins accumulate: 
Before cut off, his clamorous guilt must call 
For vengeance louder, and grow hectical 
With custom, till the tables of his shame 
Into oblivion rot his loathed name. 



END OF THIRD CANTO. 
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ARGUMENT. 

From war*8 wide breaches, whence his brave friends had 
With victory brought him, the old prince arrived 

In safety, whilst fear punishes the bad. 
Rewards that virtue which his cause revived* 

In which brave act, Argalia's merits met 
With a reward that e*en desert out-grew. 

Whilst him it the fair priitcess* guardian set. 
The root on which love's fruit to ripeness grew* 

THAT too inferior branch, which strove to rise 

With the basilic to anastonoize. 

Thus drained, the state's plethoric humors are 

Reduced to harmony; that blazing star. 

Which had been lifted by rebellious breath 

To*s exaltation, in the house of death 

Now lay oppressed. Which victory complete. 

Leaving his army where before the seat 

O* the rebels was, his entertainment by 

The welcome harbinger of victory 

Before prepared, the pleased Epirot goes 

With an exalted joy to visit those 
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His goodness, whilst unknown, relieved; where he 
Such noble welcome finds, as not to be 
Imagined but by grateful souls that know 
The strength of courtesy, when *twould overflow 
Those merits, whichy whilst love incites to praise 
Our friend*s deserts, to pyramids we raise. 

The narrow confines of Alcithius* wall. 
Which kept them safe from dangers past, too small 
Grows for that present triumph, that blots out 
All thoughts of grief, but what are spent about 
Thanksgiving for delivery ; which they do 
Perform in sports, whose choice delights might woo 
Cold anchorites firom their sullen cells. The earth. 
The air, the sea, all, in a plenteous birth,. 
Exhausted their rich treasuries to pay 
Tribute to their desires; which, could Time stay 
His chariot wheels from hurrying down the hill 
Of feeble nature, man's vain thoughts would fill 
With subaltern delights, most highly prized^ 
Till the conclusion — Daath, hath annalized 
The doubtful text with what lets mortals know 
Their blooming joys must drop to shades below.^ 

That great eclipse of glory's rays, within 
Whose shades sad Corinth had benighted been. 
Since, like a widowed turtle, first she sat 
A mourner for her wandering priuce's fate; 
Now, like the day's recovered reign, breaks forth. 
In fuller lustre. All excelling worth. 
That honored virtue, or loved beauty„ placed. 
Her ornaments, with their a|^eanmce graced 
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Those public triumphs she prepares to meet 
The princes in; in every splendid street 
Tlie various pride of Persia strove to outvie 
Rich English wool dipped in the Tynan dye: 
Each shop shines bright, and every merchant shows 
How Uttle to domestic toil he owes. 
By the displaying beauteous wardrobes, where 
The world*s each part may justly claim a share; 
Though what in all art's stiff contention lent 
Most lustre, was the windows' ornament— 
Fair constellations of bright virgins, that. 
Like full blown flowers, first to be wondered at. 
Display their beauties, but that past withal. 
Tempt some kind hand to pluck them ere they fall. 
Their entrance in this triumph made : whilst now 
Each busy artist is endeavouring how 
To court their fancies, time's small stock to improve^ 
The grave Epirot, whose designs toward love 
Yet only by ambition led, had made 
His first approach so seeming retrograde 
By state's nice cautions, and what did presage 
More ill — the inequaUty of age. 
That when converse his fancy captive led, 
His largest hopes on the thin diet fed 
Of a paternal power; assisted by 
Whose useful aid, with all the industry 
Of eager love, he still augments that fire 
Which must consume, not satisfy desire. 
But, as occasion warned him to prevent 
Unequal flames, he but few da^s had spent 
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Id loye*s polemics, ere unpractised art. 

From this calm field to war's more serious part. 

Is sadly summoned. Those large conquests he 

Had triumphed in, whilst glorious victory 

Waited on*8 sword, too spacious to be kept 

Obedient whilst that gKttering terror slept 

In an inactive peace, disclaiming all 

The harsh injunctions of proud victors, tall 

Off from *s obedience; and to justify 

Their bold revolt, to the unsafe refuge fly 

Of a defensive power* To crush whose pride. 

With such a force as an impetuous tide 

Assaults the shore*s defence, he *s forced to take 

A march so sad, as souls when they forsake 

The well known mansions of their bodies to 

Tread death's uncertain paths, and there renew 

Acquaintance with eternity; perplexed 

To hear those new combustions, but more vexed 

With love's proud flames burning. In which we '11 leave 

Him on his hasty voyage, and receive 

A smile from the fair princess' fate; which, till 

Enjoyment stifles strong desire, will fill 

The tragic scene no more, but, with as sad 

A progress to her hopes, as ever had 

Poor vii^in to the throne of Love, will frame 

Those harsh phylacteries, which in Cupid's name 

She must obey, imless slie will dispense 

With sacred vows, and martyr innocence. 

These storms blown o'er, and the Epirot gone^ 
Her father^ that till now had waited on 
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His entertainment, with a serious eye 
Looks o*er his kingdom*s wounds, and dodi supply 
Each party which in this late unnatural war 
Was grown defective. Unto some that are 
Not lethargized in ill, he gently lays 
Refreshing mercies; sometimes, danger stays 
From an approaching gangrene, by applying 
Corroding threats; but unto those that, flying 
All remedies prescribed, had mortified 
Their loyalty, stem justice soon applied 
The sword of amputation: which care past. 
As *twas his greatest, so becomes his last«- 
Pharonnida he places, where she might 
At once enjoy both safety and delight 

Her thoughts* clear calm, too smooth for th* turbulent 
And busy city, wants that sweet content 
The private pleasures of the country did 
Afford her youth; but late attempts forbid 
All places far remote: which to Supply, 
He unto one directs bis choice that by 
Its situation did participate 
Of all those rural privacies, yet sat 
Clothed in that flowery mantle, in the view 
O* the castle walls, which, as placed near it to 
Delight not trouble, in full bulk presents 
Her public buildings* various omamenls. 

This beauteous fabric, where the industrious (land 
Of Art had Nature*s midwife proved, did stand 
Divided from the continent b*the wide 
Arms of a iqpacious stream^ whose wanton pride 
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In cataracts from the mountains broke, as glad 

Of liberty to court the valley, had 

Curled his proud waves, and stretched them to enclose 

That type of paradise, whose crown top rose 

From that clear mirror, as the first light saw 

Fair Eden *midst the springs of Havilah; 

So fresh as if its verdant garments had 

Been in the first creation's beauties clad» 

Ere, by mistaking of the fatal tree. 

That blooming type of blest eternity. 

Subjected was, by man's too easy crime. 

Unto the sick vicissitudes of time. 

Nor was she in domestic beauty more 
Than prospect rich — the wandering eye passed o'er 
A flowery vale, smooth, as it had been spread 
By nature for the river's fragrant bed. 
At the opening of that lovely angle met 
The city's pride, as costlier art had set 
That master-piece of wit and wealth to show — 
Unpolished nature's pleasures were below 
Her splendid beauties, and unfit to be 
Looked on, less m the spring's variety: 
Though from the palace where in prospect stood 
All that nice art or plainer nature would. 
If in contention, show to magnify 
Their power, did stand, yet now appeared to vie 
That prospect which the city lent; unless, 
Diverted from that civil wilderness. 
The pathless woods, and ravenous beasts within^ 
Whose bulks were but the metaphors for si% 
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We turn to view the stately hills, that fence 
The other side o' the happy isle, from whence 
All that delight or profit could invent 
For rural pleasures, was for prospect sent. 

As nature strove for something uncouth in 
So fair a dress, the struggling streams are seen. 
With a loud murmur rolling 'mongst the high 
Aud rugged clifls; one place presents the eye 
With barren rudeness, whilst a neighbouring field 
Sits clothed in all the bounteous spring could yield; 
Here lovely landscapes, where tliou might'st behold. 
When first the infamt morning did unfold 
The day's bright curtains, in a spacious green. 
Which Nature's curious art had spread between 
Two bushy thickets, that on either hand 
Did like the fringe of the fair mantle stand, 
A timorous herd of grazing deer; and by 
Them in a shady grove, through which the eye 
Could hardly pierce, a well built lodge, from whence 
The watchful keeper's careful diligence 
Secures their private walks; from hence to look 
On a deep valley, where a silver brook 
Doth in a soft and busy murmur sUde 
Betwixt two hills, whose shadows strove to hide 
The Uquid wealth they were made fruitful by, 
Vrom full discoveries of the distant eye. 

Here> from fair country farms that had been 
Built 'mongst those woods as places happy in 
Their privacy, the first salutes of light 
Fair country virgins meet, cleanly and white. 
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As were their milky loads; so free from pride. 
Though truly Mr, that justly they deride 
Court*B nice contentions, and by freedom prove 
More blest their lives — ^more innocent their love. 
Early as these, appears within the field 
The painfiil husbandman^ whose labor steeled 
With fruitful h(^pes, in a deep study how 
To improve the earth, follows his slow-paced plough. 

Near unto these, a shepherd, having tocik 
On a green bank placed near a purling brook 
Protection from the sun's warm beams, within 
A cool fresh shade, truly contented in 
That solitude, is there endeavouring how 
On's well tuned pipe to smooth the furrowed brow 
Of careful Want, seeing not &r from hence 
His flock, thc^ emblems of his innocence. 
Where the more lofty rock admits not i^ese 
Domestic pleasures. Nature there did please 
Herself with wilder pastimes ; — on those cliffcs, 
Whose rugged heads the i^cious mountain lifts 
To an unfruitful height, amougst a wild 
Indomitable herd of goats, the mild 
And fearful cony, with her busy feet. 
Makes warmth and safety in one angle meet 

From this wild range, the eye, contracted in 
The island*s narrow bounds, would think *t had been 
r the world before, but now were come to view 
An angel-guarded paradise; till to 
A picture's first rude catagraph, the art 
Of an ingenious pencil doth impart 
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Each complement of skill; or as tbe court 
To the rude country ; as each princely sport 
That brisks the blood of kings, to those which are 
The gross-souled peasant's rude dehght—so far 
These objects differ: here well figured Nature 
Had put on form, and to a goodly stature. 
On whose large bulk more lasting arts were spentt 
Added the dress of choicest ornament. 

The stately mount, whose artificial crown 
The palace was, to meet the vale stole down 
In soil descents, by labor forced into 
A sliding serpentine, whose winding clew 
An easy but a slow descent did give 
Unto a purling stream; whose spring did live. 
When from the hilFs cool womb broke forth, within 
A grotto ; whence before it did begin 
To take its weeping farewell, into aU 
The various forms restrictive Art could call 
Her elemental instruments unto 
Obedience by, it courts the admiring view 
Of pleased spectators— here, exalted by 
Clear aqueducts, in showers it from those high 
Supporters falls; now turned into a thin 
Vapor, in that heaven-'s painted bow is seen; 
Now it supplies the place of air, and to 
A choir of birds gives breath, which all seemed flew 
From thence for fear, when the same element, 
With such a noise as seas imprisoned, rent 
Including rocks, doth roar: which rude sound doue> 
As noble conquerors who^ the battle won. 
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From the loud thunders of impetuous war 
To the calm fields of peaceftil mercies, are 
By manly pity led; so, Proteus like. 
Returned from what did fear or wonder strike, 
The liquid nymph, resuming her own shape 
Within a marble square, a clear escape. 
Till from her winding stream the river takes 
Still fresh supplies, from that fair fountain makes. 

Upon those banks which guarded her descent. 
Both for her odor and her ornament, 
Lillies and fragrant roses there were set ; 
To heighten whose perfume, the violet 
And maiden primrose, in their various dress. 
Steal through that moss, whose humble lowliness 
Preserves their beauties; whilst Aurora's rose. 
And that ambitious flower that will disclose 
The ftiU-blown beauties of herself to none 
Until the sun mounts his meridian throne, 
(Like envied Worth, together with the view 
Of the beholders), being exposed unto 
Each storm's rough breath, in that vicissitude 
Find that their pride their danger doth include. 
When scorched with heatorburthened with a show 
From blooming beauty sinks the fading flowjer; 
Though here defended by a grove that twined 
Mutual embraces, and with boughs combined. 
Protects the falling stream, which it ne'er leaves, 
Till thence the vale its flowery wealth receives. 

Placed as the nobler faculty to tliis 
Of vegetation, like an emphasis 
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AmoDgst the flowen of rhetoric^ did stand 

The gorgeous palace; where Art*8 curious haoA 

Had, to exceed example, centered in 

One exact model what had scattered be^-^ 

But as those fragments which she now selects. 

The gjoiy of all former architects. 

Here did the beauties of those temples shii^e^ 

Which Ephesus or sacred Palestine 

Once boasted in ; the Persian might from thi^ 

Take patems for his famed Persepolis; 

This, which had that &ir Carian widow known, 

Mausolus* tomb had ne'er a proverb grown. 

But been esteemed, after her cost, by hfix 

That did erect 't — a homely sepulchre. 

Though to describe this &bric, be as far 
Above my art as imitaticnis are 
B«neath its worth, yet if thy Fancy's eye 
Would at its outside glance, receive it by 
This cloudy medium.— On a stately square. 
Which powerful art forced to a level where 
The mountain highest rose, coii(]^[)assed about 
With a thick grove, whose leafy veil let out 
Its beauties so— 'tis at a distance seen — 
A silver wount enamelled o'er with green. 
The shining palace stood; whose outward form 
Though such as if built for perpetual storon. 
Yet in that strength appeared but armed to be 
Beauty's protector; whose variety. 
Though all met in an artful gracefulness. 
In every square put on a several dress- 
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The sides, whose large balconcs conveyed the eye 
Tthe fields* wild prospects, were supported by 
A thousand pillars; where in mixture shone 
The Parian white and red Corinthian stone. 
Supporting frames, where in the like art stood 
Smooth ivory mixed with Indians swarthy wood: 
All which, with gold, and purer azure brought 
From Persian artists, in mosaics wrought. 
The curious eye into meanders led, 
Until diverted by a sight that bred 
More real wonder. — ^The rich front wherein 
By antic sculpture, all that ere had been 
The various acts of their preceding kings. 
So figured was; no weighty metal brings 
Aught to enhance its worth, art did compose 
Each emblem of such various gems— all chose 
Their several colors— Under a sapphire sky 
Here cheerful emeralds, chaste smaragdi lie-*- 
A fresh green field, in which the armed knights 
Were all clad in heart-cheering chrysolites. 
With rubies set, which to adorn them twist 
Embraces with the temperate amethyst; 
For parts unarmed — here the fresh onyx stood. 
And Sardia's stone appeared like new drawn blood; 
The Proteus-like achates here was made 
For swords* fair hilts, but for the glittering blade. 
Since all of rich and precious gems was thus 
Composed, was showed of fiaming pyropus : 
And least aught here that's excellent should want. 
The ladies* eyes were shining adamant. 
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These glorious figures, large as if that in 

Each common quarr' these glittering gems had been 

fiy sweaty laborers digged, united by 

Successful art, unto the distant eye 

Their mixed beams with such splendid lustre sent. 

That comets, with whose fall the firmament 

Seems all on fire, amazes not tlie sight 

With such a full and sudden flux of light 

As lines extended from their centre, hence 
Unto the island*s clear circumference. 
Four fiowery glades, whose odoriferous dress 
Tempted the weary to forgetftilnes^ 
Cutting the mountain into quadrants, led 
Into the valley — Pleasure*s humbler bed. 
Where come, if Nature's stock can satisfy 
The fancy at the fountains of the eye, 
'Twas here performed, in all that did include 
What active mirth or sacred solitude 
Could happy call— Groves never seen b'the eye 
C the universe, whose pleasing privacy 
Was more retired from treacherous light than those. 
To hide firom Heaven, Earth's first Oflfender chose. 

When Contemplation, the kind mother to 
All thoughts that e*er in sacred rapture flew 
Toward celestial bowers, had here refined 
The yet imperfect embryoes of the mind ; 
To recreate contracted spirits by 
The soul's best medicine — fresh variety. 
An easy walk conducts them unto all 
That active sports did e'er convenient call. 
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All which, like a fair theatre b' the bank 

O'tiie river verged, was guarded by a rank 

Of antient elms; whose lofty trunks, embraced 

By clasping vines, with various colors graced 

Their spreading branches— Whose proud brows, being 

crowned 
With stately walks, did fitmi that ample round 
The well pleased eye to every place convey. 
That in the island's humble level lay. 

To guard her court, a hundred gentlemen. 
Such as had glorified their valour, when 
Tried in her father's wars, attended; which. 
Commanded by Argatia, did enrich 
His merit with such &ir reward, that all 
His better stars, should they a synod call. 
Those fires convened ne'er with more glorious light 
Could clothe his hopes; his fortune's dim-eyed night 
Enflamed to noon, and the fair princess blest 
By the same power; for though his fate invest 
His noble soul within the obscure mask 
Of an unknown descent, his faxoit BkaXL ask. 
In time to come, a chronicle, and be 
The glory of that royal fisunily 
From whence he sprung. But ere he must attain 
The top of F<»rtune's wheel, that iron cfaam. 
By whose linked strength it turns, too oft will gl^te 
Him with most hot afflictions; his wise fiite 
Digs deep with miseries, before it lays 
The ground- work of his feme, which then shall raise^ 
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On the firm basis of authentic storyy 
To him eternal pyramids of glory. 

Thou that art sl^iUed in Love's polemics here 
Wish they may rest awhile; and tfaou^ drawn mear 
A sadder fiite, if Pity says— too rath 
Tis to let sorrow sad the scene, well balfae 
Our p^ awhile in nectar, though we then 
Steep it in gall ^gain. The isqpring did* when 
The princess first di4 with her presence grags 
This house of pleasuce, with soft arms embrace 
The Earthr-his lovely mistress-^clad in aU 
The painted Eob^es the morning's dew let Ml 
Upon her virgin hoaoii^; the soft breath 
Of Zephyrus sung calm anthems at the death 
Of palsy-shaken Winter, whose large grave— 
The earth, wfailat they in Ihiitfid tears did lave. 
Their pious grief turned iotojunUes, they throw 
Over the hearse ^ veil of flowers; l^e low 
And pregnant vallies swelled with fruit, whilst Heaven 
Smiled on each blessing its fair hand had given. 

Becalmed on this pacific sea of pleasure. 
No boisterous wave appearing, the rich treasure 
Of Love, being ballast with content, did fear 
No threatening storm, so safe a harbour near. 
As the object whence it q[>rung» Such royal sports. 
As take their birth from the triumphant courts 
Of happy princes, did contract the day 
To pitied beauty; Time steals away 
On downy feet, whose loss since it bereaves 
Them of no more than what new birth receives 
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From the next teeming day, by none is thought 

Worth the lamenting. Sometimes, rocked i* the wit 

Arms of the calmest pleasures, they behold 

A sprightly comedy the sins unfold 

Of more corrupted times; then, in its high 

Cothurnal scenes, a lofty tragedy 

Erects their thoughts, and doth at once invite. 

To various passions, sorrow and delight. 

Time, motion*s aged measurer, includes 
Kot more, in all the hours* vicissitudes. 
Than their oft changing recreations; that. 
When the sun*s lofty pride sat smiling at 
The earth's embroidered robes, or Winter's cold 
And palsied hand did those fresh beauties fold 
Up in her hoary plush, each season lends 
Delights of *tB own^such a beguiled time spends 
Its stock of hours unwasted on, in chaste 
Though private sports. Here happy lovers past 
Fancy's fresh youth, whose first attempts did prove 
Too innocent for th' sophistry of love; 
There scornful beauty, or the envious eye 
Of jealous rivals, ne'er afflicts^all by 
An equal and a noble height so blest. 
Pride none had raised, nor poverty depressed. 
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<!ranto tlie ^im^ 



ARGUMENT. 

Whilst serene joy sat stniling in her court. 

As shadows to illustrate virtue by. 
Fantastic Love becomes the princess' sport. 

Whose harsher dictates she ere long must try. 

For now stupicion. Virtue's secret foe. 

Fired with Argalia's just deserved fiune. 
Makes her great father think each minute slow. 

Till separation had allayed the flame. 

LEAST that her court, which seems composed of all 
That's great or good, the o*erweening world should call 
Perfection's height — a word which, whilst on earth. 
Vain as delight, only from name takes birth — 
In this the largest and most glorious sphere 
E'er greatness moved in, some few stars appear 
To virtue retrograde. The informing spirit — 
Love, by whose motion on the pole of merit 
This bright orb turned, e'en 'mongst these heroes Huds 
A pair of followers, whose imperfect minds 
Transgressed his dictates^ and, though no offence 
So full of guilt as foul incontinence 



{ 
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Durst here approach, by ways less known unto 
What love intends, those various figures drew. 
Whose aspects ne*er more near conjunction move. 
Than e yAi^thc llS^t astronomy of love. 

That new Platonic tnalady, the way 
By which imperfect eunuchs do betray 
Nature*s diseases to contempt, whilst by 
Such slight repast they strive to satisfy 
Lovers full desires, which pines or else must crave 
More than thin souls in sepuration have» 
Being lately by some sick &ntastic8 brought— 
But ne*er the Coiat — ^within it long had sought 
For residence, till entertaaied by two 
Whose meeting souls no more distinction knew 
Than sex, a difference which, whilst hexe it gniw» 
Toward Heaven, it to corporeal orgatn owes» 
But since that these so uncouth actors here 
But as intruders on the scene appear. 
Ere in their story we engulph ixx> far. 
Let *s finrt; bdiold them in their character. 

If e'er thy sober reason did submit 
To suppling Mirth, that wanton dnld of Wit» 
Beholding a Fantastic, drert in all 
His vain delights, what's analogical 
To our Acretiuathen conceive thou'st seen; 
Though if compared, those short to him had been 
As transcripts are to copies: to complete 
A humorist, here Folly had chose a seat 
^Mongst more than vu^ar knowledge, and Bug^ pass 
The same account aa academic ass 
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Makes of his fidlier^s four year charge,, when he 
Frights villagert with shreds of sophistry^ 
'Mongst foreign parts, of which, like Coriate, 
He*d run through some, he had acqoired to pratfr 
By privilege; and, as if every nation 
Contributed, is in each several £ishion ; 
Which, like their tongues, all so imperfect find. 
That both disguised his body and his mind. 
Though self-conceit, vain youth's fiuitastic crime,. 
Made him steal singly from the front of time, 
r the medium, which but seldom proves the seat 
For lust's wild fire or zeal's reflected heat. 
He amorous grows; and doubting to prevail^ 
For all his wings caught Pegasus b* the tail. 
And being before with Cupid's engines fired^ 
From his posteriors doubly was inspired^ 
She that at first this sympathetic flame 
Inspired him with, the court knew by the name 
Of Philanta; to whom, all would impair 
Their skill, that gave the epithet <tf iw-. 
Except Acretins,— since her beauty flt 
For praises was, where parayeled by wit 
Yet now, although time's sad discovery teUs— 
Her Autumn's fturrows were no paraDek 
In Beauty's sphene, those youthful forms being grown 
So obsolete, scarce the vesHgia^s shewn: 
A native pride and atrange Antastic dross. 
More adnnralion than e'er oomeUness 
Could do, acquires. She ^formerly had been 
A great admirdr >^fromMiecs, in 
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Whose garb she now goes drest; a mecUy piece 

Made up of India, Turkey, Persia, Greece, 

With odier nations, all enforced to be 

Comprised within five foot*s stenography. 

Her wit, that had been critical, and ranged 

*Mongst ladies^ more than the ushers* legs, waschanged 

To gratify; and every word she said — 

An apothegm unto the chamber maid-- • 

From whom, her long experienced knowledge in 

Some of the female mysteries of sin. 

Had gained the applause of being skilled in all 

That could prevent decaying beauty's fall. 

Acretius and she, being such a pair 
As Nature when tired with more serious care 
For recreation made, instructed by 
Their meeting natures' secret sympathy. 
Soon learn to love; but, as if now too wise 
For youth's first dictates. Love's loose rules comprise 
In such strict bounds, that each the object saw 
Of their desires, Hke sacred things, some law. 
Fear made obeyed, forbids the world to use. 
Least the adored enjoyment should abuse 
Into contempt; nor are their meetings in 
Those plainer paths— which their nice art calls sin— 
At all perfbrmed; — that, the dull road unto 
The bridal bed; this, the fantastic clew 
To a delight, which doth in labyrinths sit, 
None e'er beheld while they preserved their wit 

Like wanton Jove committing secret rapes 
On mortal beauties, they transmute their shapes 
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At every interview ; now, in a dress 

Resembling an Arcadian shepherdess, . 

She in the woods encounters him, whilst he. 

Armed like a furious knight, resolved to be 

Her ravisher, approaches, but, being by 

Her prayers charmed into pity, there doth lie 

Fettered in soft embraces; now he must 

Turn hermit, and be tempted unto lust 

By her, a lady errant; like distressed 

Lovers, whose hopes by rigid friends oppressed 

Pine to despair, they now arc wandering in 

Unhaunted groves, whose pensive sliades had been 

So oft their shady veil, that every tree, 

In wreaths where love lay wrapped in mystery, 

Held their included name»— a subtle way. 

To the observant courtiers to betray 

Their serious folly, which, from being their own 

Delight, was now the sport o* the pages grown; 

The pleasant ofi&prings of whose wanton wit 

Disturb their peace, that, though secured they sit 

In shady deserts, with as much of fear. 

As wandering ladies, when the giant's near. 

They *r still possessed; less terrible were all 

The dreadful objects, Amadis de Gaul 

Or wittier Quixotte fh>m their enemies 

E'er met, than was the fear of a surprise 

By those which did such strict observance take. 

They thus their folly the court's laughter make.— 

Near to the island's utmost verge did lie 
Retired e en from Heaven's universal eye. 
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A deep dark vale; whose nigbt^^noeaUng shade 
By a fresh river*8 sUver stneam was made 
So sweetly cool^ it Qften did invite 
Phanmnida to meet the smooth delight 
Of cahn retirement there. Where, to impart 
With Natupe^s bounty all that liberal Art 
Thought fit for so remote a pleasure, stood 
A grotto, where the macrocosm's oold blood 
Ran more dispersed in various lal^rrintfas then 
It circidates within the veins of men. 

Hither the inventive lovers, who long sought 
Some way which Fancy ne*er her followers taught 
To express their serious foOy in, repair. 
Oft as the sun made the insalubrious air 
Unfit for public walks. To entertain 
Them here with what exceeded all their vaia 
Delights before,— newiy erected by 
Successfol axt, each various deity 
Old Fancy placed the sea*s commanders, heve 
They with delight beh(^ ; but when drawn near 
They saw, i' the midst o'the blue eyed Tritons^ placeit 
Neptune's and Thetis' diariot— yet not gpraoed 
With their unfinished figures, this they took 
For so much fovor, as they had forsook 
Their thrones to give them place. But what adds yc^ 
More to the future murtfa, diey swiftly fit 
Themselves with habits, auch as art had drew 
Its fanciea in — both of their rcibes being blue 
Enchased with silver ^rtreams; their heads» with fior 
Dishevelled perriwigs of sea-^green hair. 



Canto r. PHARONNIDA. 17S 

Were both adorned ; circling wbose crowns they wore 

Wreathed coronets of flags; his right hand bore 

A golden trident; her's, yet hardly red, __.,*^' 

As if new plucked fh>m the sea^s fiulihji titflT^ 

A branch of coral.— ^-But whilst here th«!y sit 

Proudly adorned, both void of fear as wit. 

The gates o* the grotto swiftly shutting in, 

A torrent, such as if they *d seated been 

At Nile*s loud cataracts, by ways (before 

Unseen) breaks forth; by which the engine bore 

From its firm station, floats aloft, and, by 

A swift withdrawing of those bays whk± tie . 

Floods from commerce, is wafted forth into 

A spacious pool; where the bold artist drew 

The unfatibomed sea*s epitomy within 

A circling wall, but such as might have been ^ 

A pattern to Rome*s big bulked pride, when they 

Shewed sea*B loud battles for the land^s soft ^9.f» 

Our amorous humorists, that must now appear. 
This narrow sea's commanders, shook with fear. 
Sit trembling— whilst the shrill voiced Tritons sound 
Their crooked shells, whose watery notes were <hrowned 
B' the lofty laughter of that troop, they saw 
Their pleased spectators; for Pharonnida, 
Being now with all her beauteous train come to 
Behold this pageant, taught them how to view 
* A shame as dreadful as their fear, which yet 
Was full of horror; for though safe they sit 
I* ttie floating chariot, yet the mounting way«8 
So boisterous grew, that e'en great Nqxtone arayea 
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Himself relief, till frighted from all sense 
By second dangers :-*From that port from whence 
They sallied forth, two well-rigged ships are now 
Seen mider sail, whose acticms taught them how 
Sea-lights are managed, in a method that 
They being too near engaged to tremble at. 
By fear*s slow conduct to confusion led. 
Fall from their thrones; and through the wares had fled 
From shame f» death, had they not rescued been 
By swift relief— a courtesy that, in 
Its first approach, though welcomed— when they come 
To stand the shock o* the court's loud mirth, as dumb 
As were the fishes they so late forsook. 
Makes Mercy court them in a dreadful look. 
But, leaving these to pay with future hate 
Each courtier's present mirth, a sadder fate 
Commands my pen no longer to attend 
On smooth delights, before it gives an end 
To that ephemera of pleiasure; which. 
Whilst a free conversation did enrich 
Their thoughts, too fast did ripen in the breasts 
Of both our royal lovers, whose fate rests 
Not long in downy slumbers, ere it starts 
In vain phantasmas— Hope herself departs 
In a distracted trembling. Their bright sphere 
Of milder stars had now continued clear 
So long, tiH what their smiling influence drew 
From the unthankful earth contracted to 
A veil of clouds; whose coolness, whilst some praised. 
Obscured those beams by which they first were raised. 
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HelFs subtle embryoes— the ingratitudes 
Of cursed Amphibia, whose disguise includes 
Mischiefs epitome, had often strook 
In secret at their envied joys, which took 
Ne'er its eflfect till now. So heavenly free 
The virtuous princess was from what could be 
Of human vice, she knew not to mistrust 
It in another, but thinks all as just 
As her own even thoughts; wherefore, without 
Oppressing of her soul with the least doubt' 
Raised from suspicion, she dares let her see 
She loved Argalia, tliough it could not be 
Yet counted more than what his merits might 
Claim as desert. But this small beam of light. 
Through the perspective of suspicion to 
Envy's malignant eye conveyed, to do 
An act, informs the cursed Amphibia, that 
Makes love lament for what she triumphed at* 
Since virtue, Heaven's unspotted character, 
On the belovM Argalia did transfer 
Merits of too sublime a height to be 
Shadowed with vice— from that flower's fragrancy 
She sucks her venom ; and, from what had built 
His glory, now intends to raise his guilt 
For though the prince no engines need to move 
His passion's frame, but just desert — his love — 
Her close endeavours are to heighten 't by 
Praises tliat make afifection jealousy ; 
Whose venom, having once possessed his soul, 
It swiftly doth, like Mai charms, ccmtrol 
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Reason*s fiur dictates; and although no fear 
From sudi well ordered actions could appear 
To strengthen it, Argalia*s merits caused - 
Some sad and sullen doubts, such as, when pansed 
Awhile upon, resolve their cure must be — 
Their cause removed^-though in that action he 
From his breast's royal mansion doth exclude 
The noblest virtue— generous gratitude. 

To cure this new felt wound, and yet not give 
Strong arguments— great virtues cannot Uve 
Safe in corrupted courts — ^the poison's sent 
In gilded pills.— A specious compliment, 
To call him from his calm and quiet diarge. 
Pretends by new additions to enlarge 
His full blown fiune, to an extent as fuc 
As valour climbs in slippery heights of war: 
Which now, though calmed in's own dominion^i by 
A friendly league invites him to supply 
The stout Epirot with an army that. 
Though rich in vakxir, more was trembled «t 
For being commanded by Argalia, than 
Composed of Sparta's moat selected men. 

As if no grief could be commensurate 
Unto their joys, but what did blast their fate 
In its most blooming spring; our lovers were» 
When first assaulted by the messenger 
Of this sad news, set, in the quiet shade 
A meeting grove of amorous myrtles, made 
To veil the brow of a ikir mount, whose sides 
A beauteous robe of full-blown roses hides; 
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In such discourse, the flying minutes spending. 
As passion dictates, when firm vows are ending 
Those paries by which love toward perfection went 
In the obliging bliss of full consent 

The fatal scroll received, and read until 
She finds their parting doom; the spring-tides fill 
Her eyes, those crystal seas of grief— she stops- 
Fans with a sigh her heart, then sheds some drops 
Upon the guilty paper. Trembling fear 
Plucks roses firom her cheeks, which soon appear 
Full blown again with anger— red and white 
Did in this conflict of her passions fight 
For the preeminence. Which agony 
Argalia noting, doubtful what might be 
The cause of so much ill, he in his arms 
Circles his saint; with all the powerful charms 
Of love's soft rhetoric, her lost pleasure strives 
To call again; — but no such choice flower thrives. 
Though springs of tears thither invite this rest. 
In the cold region of her grief-swollen breast^ 

Long had she strove with griefs oppressive load 
Ere sighs make way for this: — ** Is thy abode 
Become the parent of suspicion ? Look 
On this, ArgaUa, there hath poison took 
Its lodging underneath these flowers, whose force 
Will blast our hopes— there, there, a sad divorce 
Twixt our poor loves is set, ere we more near 
Than in desires have met*' As much of fear, 
As could possess his itnighty soul, did shake 
Ilis strenuous hand, whilst *twas stretched forth to take 

N 
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The letter from Pharoonida. Which he 
Havuig looked o'er, and findiog it to be 
An hoBoraUe policy to part 
Them without noi8e» he curtains o*er his heart. 
Pale as was ber*8 with fear, in a disguise 
Which, though rage drew his soul into his eyes. 
So polished o'er his passion^to her grie& 
HiB own concealed, he thus applies relief: — 

** Dear virtuou9 princess, give your reason leave 
But to look through this cloud, which doth receive 
Its birth from nought but fear. — ^This honor, which 
Your royal father pleases to enrich 
My worthless fortunes with, will but prepare 
Our future happiness. — ^The time we spare 
From feeding on ambrosia, will increase 
Our wealthy store, when the white vmgs of peace 
Shall bear us back with victory; there may. 
Through the dark chaos of my fiite, display 
Some beam of honor; though compared with thine 
(That element of living flame) it Mne 
Dim as the pale-£M:ed moon, when i^ lets &U 
Through a dark grove her beams : — thy virtues shall 
Give an alarum to my sluggish soul. 
Whene'er it droops; thy memory control 
The weakness of my pasaons. When we strive 
r the heat of glorious batUe, V U revive 
My drooping sjHrits with that harmony 
Thy name includes— thy name, whose memory 
(Dear as those relics a protecting saint 
Sends humble votaries) mentioned, will acquaint. 
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My thoughts with all that*s good. Then calm again 
Tills conflict of thy fears, I shall remain 
Safe in the vale of death, if guarded by 
Thy pious prayers— Fate's messengers that fly 
On wings invisible, will lose the way, 
Aimed at my breast, if thou vouchsafe to pray 
To Heaven for my protection.— But if we 
Ne'er meet again — yet, oh! yet let me be 
Sometimes with pity thought on." — At which word 
His o'ercharged eyes no longer could alQford 
A room to entertain their tears; both wept, 
As if they strove to quench that fire which kept 
Light in the lamps of life, whose fortunes are 
r the house of Death, whilst Mars— the regal star. 

Some time in silent sorrow spent, at length 
The fair Pharonnida recovers strength. 
Though siglis each accent interrupted, to 
Return this anwer:— " Wilt, O! wilt thou do 
Our infant love such injury— to leave 
It ere full grown? When shall my soul receive 
A comfortable smile to cherish it. 
When thou art g(me ? They *re but dull joys that sit 
Enthroned in fruitless wishes; yet I could 
Part, with a less expense of sorrow, would 
Our rigid fortune only be content 
With absence; but a greater punishment 
Conspires against us — Danger must attend 
Each step thou tread'st from hence; aftd shall I spend 
Those hours in mirth, each of whose minutes lay 
Wait for thy life? When Fame proclaimi tbt day 
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WTierein your battles join, how will my fear 

With doubtful pulses beat, until I hear 

Whom victory adorns! Or shall I rest 

Here without trembling, when, lodged in thy breast^ 

My heart's exposed to every danger that 

Assails tiby valour, and is wounded at 

Each stroke that lights on thee — ^which absent I, 

Prompted by fear, to myriads multiply. 

—But these are Fancy's wild-fires, we in vain 

Do spend unheard orisons, and complain 

To unrelenting rocks — ^tliis night-specked scroll. 

This bill of our divorcement, doth enrol 

Our names in sable characters nought will 

Expunge, till death obliterate our ill." — 

" Oh ! do not, dear commandress of my heart, 
(Argalia answers), let our moist eyes part 
In such a cloud as will for ever hide 
Hope's brightest beams;— those deities that guide 
The secret motions of our fete will be 
More merciful, than to twist destiny 
In such black threads. Should Death unravel all 
The feeble cordage of our lives, w€ shall. 
Spite of that Prince of Terrors, in the high 
And glorious palace of Eternity, 
Being met again, renew that love, which we 
On earth were forced, before maturity 
Had ripened it, to leave. I' the numerous throng 
Of long departed souls, that stray among 
The myrtles in Elysium, I will find 
JThy yir^ ghost; and whilst the rout, inclined 
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To sensual pleasures here, refining are 

In purging flames, laugh at each envious star 

Whose aspect, if ill sited at our birth, 

With poisonous influence blasts the joys of earth.'* 

'' Oh ! waste not (cries the princess) dear time in 
These shadows of conceit — the hours begin 
To be *mongst those inserted that have tried 
The actions of the world, which must divide 
Us fix)m our joy. The sea through which we sail 
Works high with woe, nor can our prayers prevail 
To calm its angry brow — the glorious freight 
Of my unwelcome honors, hangs a weight 
Too ponderous on me for to steer the way 
Thy humbler fortunes do; else, ere I'd stay 
To mourn without thee, I would rob my eyes 
Of peaceful slumbers, and in coarse disguise. 
Whilst love my sex's weakness did control, 
Command my body to attend my soul— 
My soul, my dear, which hovering near thee, not 
Midnight alarums, that appear begot 
By truth, should startle: 'twixt the clamorous camp, 
Lightened with cannons, and the peaceful lamp 
That undisturbed here wastes its oil, I know 
No difference, but what doth from passion flow. 
Whose close assaults do more afflict us far. 
Than all the loud impetuous storms of war.'* 

'* We must, we must, (replies Argalia) stand 
This thunderbolt, unmoved, — since his command — 
Whose will confirms our law. Happy had we,. 
Great princessi been, if in that low degree^ 
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From whence my infimcy was raised^ I yet 

Had lived a toiling rural ; then» when fit 

For Hymen's pleasurei^ uncontrolled I *d took 

Some homely village giri, whose friends could look 

After no jointure lor to equalize 

Her portion— i-but my love; no jealous eyes 

Had waited on our meetings, we had made 

All our addresses free; the friendly shade 

Cast from a spreading oak, as aooa as she 

Had milked her cows» had proved our canopy ; 

Where our unpolished courtship had a love 

As chaste concluded, as, from the amorous dove 

Perched near us^ we had learned it. When arrived 

Unto love's zenith, we had, undeimved 

By disagreeing parents, soon been led 

To church b*the sprucest i^vains; our marriage-bed. 

Though poor and thin, would have been neatly drest 

By rural paranymphs, clad in the best 

Wool their own flocks afforded. In a low 

And humble shed, on which we did bestow 

Nought but our labor to erect, we might 

Have spent our lusty youth vrith more delight 

Than glorious courts are guilty of; and, when 

Age had decayed our strength, grown up to meB» 

Beheld our large coarse issue. Our days ended. 

Unto the church been solemnly attended 

By those iji our own rank, and buried been 

Near to the font that we were dinsteoed in. 

Whilst I in russet weeds of poverty 

Had spun these cottrse threads^ shimng majesty 
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Would have exhausted all her stock to fhuiie 

A match for thy desert^-sotne prince, whose name 

The neighbouring regions trembled at, from whom 

The generous issue of thy fruitful womb 

Might have derired a stock of fame to build 

A future greatness on, such as should yield 

Subjiects of wonder to the world." About 

To interrupt him, ere he had drawn out 

This sad theme, she began to speak, but by 

Night's swift approach was hindered. Now drew nigh 

The time of his departure. Whilst he bleeds 

At thought o' the first, a second summons speeds 

His preparations to the city, where 

That big bulked body, unto which his care 

Must add a soul, was now drawn up, and staid 

Only to have his wished commands obeyed. 

His powerful passion, love's strict rules respecting 
More than bright honor's dictates, yet, neglecting 
All summons, staid him till he *d sacrificed 
His vows to her, whose every smile he prized 
Above those trivial glories. Ere ftom hence 
He dares depart, each, witli a new expense 
Of tears, pays interest to exacting Fate 
For every minute she had lent of late 
Unto poor Love, whose stock since not his own. 
Although no spendtiirift, is a bankrupt grown. 

Look how a bright and glorious morning, which 
The youthful brow of April doth enrich, 
Smiles, till the rude wiiids blow the troubled clouds 
Into her eyes, then in a black veil shrouds 
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Herself, and weeps for sorrow— lo wept both 
Our royal lovers— each would, and yet was loath 
To bid farewell^ till stublxnn time enforced 
Them to that task. First his warm Ups divorced 
From the soft balmy touch of her*s ; next parts 
Their hands, those frequent witnesses o'the hearths 
Indissoluble contracts; last and worst* 
Their eyes — their weeping eye*— (Oh fate accurst,. 
That lays so hard a task upon my pen- 
To write the parting of poor lovers) when 
They had e'en lost their light in tears, were in 
That sliade — ^that dismal shade, forced to begin 
The progress of their sorrow.— He is gone- 
Sweet sad Pharonnida is left alone 
To entertain grief in soft sighs; whilst he 
^Mongst noise and tumult, oft finds time to be 
Alone with sorrow, though encompassed by 
A numerous army, whose brave souls swelled high 
With hopes of honor ;— least Fame's trump want breath. 
Haste to supply 't by victory or death. 

But, ere calmed thoughts, to prosecute our story,. 
Salute thy ears with the deserved glory 
Our martial lover purchased here, I must 
Let my pen rest awhile, and see the rust 
Scoured from my own sword; for a fatal day 
Draws on those gloomy hours, whose short steps may. 
In Britain's blushing chronicle write more 
Of sanguine guilt than a whole age before — 
To tell our too neglected troops that we 
In a just cause are slow. We ready see 
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Our rallied foes, nor wiirt our slothful crime 
Expunge, to say — Guilt wakened them betime. 
From every quarter the affrighted scout 
Brings swift alarums in; hovering about 
The clouded tops of the adjacent hills. 
Like ominous vapors, lie their troop»; noise fills 
Our yet unrallied army; and we now 
Grovm legible, in the contracted brow 
Discern whose heart looks pale with fear. If in 
This rising storm of blood, which doth begin 
To drop already, I *m not washed into 
The grave, my next safe quarter shall renew 
Acquaintance with Pharonnida.— Till then, 
I leave tlie Muses — to converse with men» 
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